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Turkish troops kid 39 rebel Kurds 

ANKARA (AFP) — Security forces killed 39 Kur¬ 
dish separatists in weekend fighting in Turkey’s trou¬ 
bled southeast, government officials said Monday. 
Anny troops id l led 37 members of the outlawed Kur¬ 
dish Workers Party fPKK i in fighting in a rugged urea 
in the province of Hakkari .where Turkish. Iraqi and 
Iranian borders converge, the southeast’s regional 
governorship said in a statement. Eleven troops were 
•injured in the clash. Two PKK members were killed in 
another clash with government-paid Kurdish guards 
in the province of Diyarbakir. More than 25.0(10 pe«»- 
ple, including rebels, troops- and civilians, have been 
killed in PKK-related violence in southeast Turkey 
since in 1984 when the group launched its armed cam¬ 
paign tor a Kurdish homeland. 
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Israeli court indicts two Lebanese 

TEL AVIV (R) — Two Lebanese men have been 
indicted by an Israeli court on charges of passing 
information to the enemy. Israeli security sources said 
Sunday. The sources said the court had slapped a gag 
order on all details of the case other than the fact that 
the two had been brought to Israel from Lebanon by 
Israel's Shin Bel secret police and that they had been 
indicted. Israel carved out a 13-kilomeire-wide south 
Lebanon occupation zone in t9S5 to protect it.s north¬ 
ern communities against guerrilla attack. It patrols the 
zone alongside the pro-Israeli South Lebanon Army. 
The pro-Iranian Hizbollah iParty of God) is lighting 
to oust Israel from the occupation zone. 
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PNA, Israel and CIA meet on security; 
Arafat welcomes EU terrorism expert 

Palestinians demonstrate in Ramallah, Gaza 


By Elias M. Zananiri 
and Combined agency 
dispatches 

DURING HIS meeting 
with European Union lEL 1 ) 
envoy to the Middle East 
Miguel Moraunos, Monday 
morning, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat agreed tu 
have an CU anti-terror 
expert come and help the 
Palestinian security branch¬ 
es in their light against •■ter¬ 
rorism." 

"We will welcome the 
European expert in the 
framework of European- 
Palestinion cooperation, 
which concerns not only 
security issues bul is ul.su 
political and economic” 
said Nubil Abu Rudeina, a 
dose aide to Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Abu Rudeina had ear¬ 
lier dismissed the offer by- 
Moratinos of help in the 
battle against terrorism, 
snapping. "We do nor need 
any assistance.” 

Bur he laier clarified his 
statement as intending to 
stress that the PNA was 
already fulfilling its obliga¬ 
tion to Israel to crack down 
on militants and not as clos¬ 
ing the door to the Euro¬ 
pean expert. 

Mr. Moral inns made the 
offer of "special assistance 
to fight terrorism” during a 
30-minute meeting with 
Mr. Arafat which coincided 
with a new U.S. mission to 
revive Israeli-Pulestinian 
peace talks. 

The Swedish expen. iden¬ 
tified by Mr. Moratiuos 
only as a Mr. Erikson. was 
scheduled to arrive in the 
region late Monday. 

Earlier, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
had accepted to revive the 
security coordination with 
Israel but demanded that 
U.S. representatives attend 
all sessions as “witnesses" 
to prove that Israeli allega¬ 
tions on security against the 
PNA have nothing to justi¬ 
fy- 

An aide to the Palestinian 
president told the Jordan 
Times Monday that Mr. 
Arafat had insisted in his 
meetings with LLS. special 
Envoy to the Middle East. 
Dennis Ross, that Israel lift 
the closure on the Palestin¬ 
ian territories and cancel all 
measures it took lately 
against the PNA in order to 
help create the atmosphere 
necessary before security 
coordination be renewed. 

“President Arafat is still 
insisting that punitive mea¬ 
sures against the Palestinian 
population must first be lift¬ 
ed for talks to proceed and 
he is seeking CIA represen¬ 
tation in the security coor¬ 


dination to serve as a wii- 
ness and forestall Israeli 
charges of inactivity” he 
said. 

The aide expressed hopes 
that “positive results" 
would come out of tomor¬ 
row’s meeting in Aqaba 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. "We know it is 
difficult to take 
Netanyahu's statements 
forgranted. yet we wish Jor¬ 
dan the best of luck in 
obtaining a clear pledge 
from Netanyahu to case the 
measures his government 
took after the market explo¬ 
sion.” Mr. Arafat's aide, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, said. 

He noted that last week, 
during the visit by His 
Royal Highness Own 
Prince Hassan, Mr. 
Netanyahu could make no 
promises other than “Vague 
statements on humanitarian 
gestures which were not 
even carried out.” 

Mr. Ross succeeded in 
organising an overnight 
meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and top Israeli security offi¬ 
cials to discuss Israeli com¬ 
plaints that the PNA was 
not living, up to its commit¬ 
ment to crack down on 
armed anti-Israel militants. 

Israel has made such 
security cooperation its 

central condition for resum¬ 
ing peace negotiations and 
lifting harsh sanctioas 
imposed on Palestinian 
areas following the double 
suicide bombing in 

Jerusalem on July 30 which 
killed 15 people. 

But Mr. Netanyahu's aide 
Danny Naveh said the 
overnight talks were not 
sufficient and insisted Mr. 
Arafat rake concrete action 

against militants held 

responsible for anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Speaking of the late night 
meeting he attended with 
Mr. Arafat along with CIA 
representatives and head of 
the Israeli General Security 
Services. Ami Ayalon. 

Mr. Ross said the meeting 
formed a step in the right 
direction toward the revival 
of the security coordina¬ 
tion. 

In addition, Mr. Ross 
rounded up his second day 
of shuttle diplomacy in 
meetings with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, his foreign 
minister, David Levy, and 
bis defence minister, 
Yitzhak Mordechai. 

Mr. Ross also met with 
Ambassador Mohammad 
Bassiouni of Egypt, which 
is also helping medioie in 
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A Palestinian rolls a large tyre onto another burning truck tyre Monday when a 
large Palestinian march protesting the Israeli-imposed closure on Ramallah 
neared an Israeli checkpoint on the outskirts of town (Reuters photo) 

Hamas warns of in-house violence 
if Arafat cracks down on Islamists 


AMMAN (AFPi — 
Hamai warned Monday 
that u crackdown on 
Islamists by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat could 
spark violence pitting 
Palestinians against Pales¬ 
tinians. 

"If The Palestinian 
[Naiional] Authority leads 
a campaign of arrests 
against Islamists and 
other Palestinian oppo¬ 
nents as demanded by the 
Israel government, the sit¬ 
uation will become explo¬ 
sive,” said Hamas 
spokesman Ibrahim 
Ghosheh, who lives in 
Jordan. 

“We hope that Aralut 
does not bow to the Israeli 

the crisis. Israel Radio said 
that he alsu discussed his 
mission by telephone with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

Finally Mr. Ross was due 
to meet with his European 
Union counterpart. Mr. 
Moratinos, who was also 
shuttling between Israelis 
and Palestinians in search 
of a formula for reviving 
peace negotiations. 

Mr. Ross met twice on 
Sunday with both Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
in u bid to renew security 
cooperation between the 
two sides in the fight 
against extremist violence. 
State Department 

(Continued on page 3) 


demands. But if he docs, 
that wifi ignite the fire arid 
the situation could 
become uncontrollable” 
Mr. Ghosheh said. 

“(Hamas] always want¬ 
ed to avoid conflicts 
between Palestinians to 
give priority to the battle 
against the Israeli occupi¬ 
er" Mr. Ghosheh said. 
“(But] in the Palestinian 
people's current state of 
frustration it is difficult to 
say how far Palestinian 
anger will go.” 

He said that according 
to his information Mr. 
Arufui bad provided Israel 
with a list of 30 people 
Israel wants handed over 
and tire names of another 


150 it wants arrested. 

Mr. Ghosheh said Mr. 
Arafat was trying to pre¬ 
sent the arrests as mea¬ 
sures “to protect Palestini¬ 
ans against the settlers,, as 
he did in March 1996 
when 1,500 Palestinian 
militants were put under 
lock and key under the 
pretext of protecting 
them” 

He said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was now in u 
“critical situation” and 
that the U.S. wanted to 
help him by obtaining 
Palestinian National 
Authority security coop¬ 
eration. 


Amnesty blasts Israel for banning 
access to jail in southern Lebanon 


NAJBATrYEH (AFP) — 
Amnesty International (Alt 
blasted Israel Monday for 
refusing lo allow its officials 
access to a jail in south 
Lebanon where the human 
rights group claims 
Lebanese prisoners are 
being tortured. 

"It seems that there is 
something happening in the 
Khiam jail which Israel 
wants to hide. Torture is still 
ongoing there.” Serge Thi¬ 
bodeau, representative of the 
Canadian branch of the Lon¬ 
don-based Human Rights 
Group, told Agenee France 
Presse ( AFP). 


Israeli forces at the Kfar 
Tebnit passageway leading 
into the Jewish state's seif- 
declured “security zone” in 
south Lebanon, banned Mr. 
Thibodeau and another 
Amnesty representative. 
Josee Lambert, from cross¬ 
ing into die occupied zone. 

“Israel prevented us from 
crossing Kfar Tebnit to ban 
us access into Khiam Mr. 
Thibodeau said. 

The Al officials later 
returned to the town of 
Nabadyeh in south Lebanon 
where they held a sit-in at 

(Continued on page 3) 



Vampire of Tehran 
to hang in public 


U.S. special envoy Dennis Ross (left) listens Sunday as Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat delivers a statement after their meeting for some 3-1/2 hours 
(Reuters photo) 


TEHRAN tAFP) — An 
Iranian cab driver dubbed 
the “Vampire of Tehran” 
is to be hanged in public 
Wednesday for raping and 
murdering 11 women. 

The supreme court gave 
final approval Monday to 
the public execution of 
Gholam Reza Kordieh. 
28. after his conviction a 
week ago. state radio 
reported. 

He will be whipped and 
then hanged from a crane 
near the scene of his 
crimes for the February to 
June 1997 slaying spree. 

Kordieh, comes from 
Ghotshan in northeastern 
Iran, confessed to police 
to murdering al least nine 
women but he pleaded 
innocent in court last 


week during a session 
which the victims' fami¬ 
lies attended. 

In his confession, pub¬ 
lished Saturday by the 
press, the cab driver said 
he went out hunting for 
victims once a week in his 
taxi. 

After kidnapping, rap¬ 
ing and killing the 
women, he burned their 
bodies to make identifica¬ 
tion difficult. 

The victims’ families 
had demanded that he be 
stoned to death. 

Tehran police said 
Kordieh was first arrested 
in 1993 for kidnapping 
and raping a girl, but 
escaped while he was 
being taken io court. 


King Hussein: Nation s 
youth deserve all support 


HIS MAJESTY King 
Hussein Monday 


ptcagea to pursue 
efforts in serving the 
Jordanian people as well 
as the Arab Nation as a 
whole. In a statement to 
Radio Jordan, broad¬ 
cast on toe anniversary 
of King Hussein's 45th 
accession to the Throne, 
the King affirmed that it 
is the nation's youth 
who represent the 
future, and that they 
deserve al! possible sup¬ 
port from the Jordanian 
community. He 

expressed hope that 
these young people will 
be pioneers in their 
work for the good of 
their country. King Hus¬ 
sein maintained his 
determination to dedi¬ 
cate his time and effort 
supporting younger gen¬ 
erations so that they can 
fulfil the nation's aspira¬ 
tions. He expressed 
absolute confidence in 
the young, that they will 
help their country over¬ 
come challenges and 
achieve national °oals. 



Hariri, Arafat engage in war 
of words over Israeli attacks 


RAM .ALLAH (.AFP) — 
Palestinian and Lebanese 
leaders became embroiled in 
a war of words Monday over 
who was responsible for lust 
month's Jerusalem suicide 
bombing and Friday’s rocket 
attack into northern Israel. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri accused Pales¬ 
tinian President Yasser 
.Arafat of unjustly implicat¬ 
ing his country in the suicide 
bombina which killed 16 


people, and blamed the 
Palestinians for firing the 
rockets into Israel — allega¬ 
tions the Palestinians later 
vehemently denied. 

Mr. Arafat had told Israeli 
television Friday that the 
two bombers, who killed 14 
Israelis in the July 30 blosL 
“come from foreign coun¬ 
tries and not the [Palestin¬ 
ian] territories, it was an 
Israeli security official who 
told us that, and that it is 


why the Israeli army has 
struck Lebanon ” 

In an interview with 
France's Le Monde newspa¬ 
per, Mr. Hariri said he 
deplored Mr. Arafat 
“attributing this information 
to the Israelis when he knew 
it was false.” 

Israel launched a jet fighter 
bombing raid, on a position 
of the Iran-backed Hizbollah 

(Continued on page 3) 


Woman gives birth at Israeli roadblock 


QIBYA. West Bank (AFP) 
— A 19-year-old Palestinian 
woman gave birth Monday 
ui an Israeli military road¬ 
block when soldiers refused 
to let her enter Ramallah to 
go to the hospital, family 
and witnesses told Agenee 
France Presse (AFP). 

Zavu Harb gave birth to a 
baby boy, Raieb. who is 
doing well. the father, 
Mohammad Harb, said. 

"Mv wife began having 
labour pains this morning. 
My father and mother 
accompanied her on foot 
until die main road, where a 
car was stopped to lake her 
to Ramallah.” he said. 

Israeli soldiers at the Betu- 
nia roadblock at the 
entrance to Ramallah 
refused to lei the vehicle 
through, its driver, Ibrahim 
Saleh, said. 

Mr. Saleh said he picked 
up Zaya and her in-laws and 
drove until they “reached 
the Israeli checkpoint, but 
the soldier did not want to 
let us pass. The girl began to 
shout, then the baby 
appeared. 

“Her mother-in-law made 
me move the car to the 
shoulder and then helped 
her finish having the baby." 
Mr. Saleh said. 

"Thank God, by luck, 
photographers and camera¬ 
men were passing by. and" 
they began taking pictures. 
Then we were able to go in 
to see a doctor in Ramul- 
luli.” he said. 

A spokesman for the 
Israeli military administra¬ 
tion on the West Bank told 
AFP that he would have to 
verify the report but said 
that if it was true, the sol¬ 
diers' behaviour was “outra- 
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Iran arrests alleged 
Iraqi-recruited spies 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iranian 
authorities announced 
Monday that they have 
arrested four alleged spies 
recruited by Iraq. 

Iran's official Islamic 
republic news agency 
(IRNA) said the four men 
— two Iranians and two 
Iraqis — were arrested last 
week near the border 
between the two countries. 

It alleged that they were 
dispatched by Iraqi intelli¬ 
gence to smuggle two 
members of the Baghdad- 
based Iranian opposition 
group Mujahadeen Kbalq 
out of Iran. 

The agency quoted 
Mehrab Rouz, an official in 


southern Khuzestan 

province, as saying that 
members of six other intel¬ 
ligence cells with links to 
Iraq also had been detained 
in the area recently. 

Mr. Rouz said the alleged 
spies, some disguised as 
fishermen, were seeking 
information on Iran's mili¬ 
tary and economic capabili¬ 
ties, IRNA said. 

He said the cells also 
were supposed to smuggle 
Mujahadeen Khalq mem¬ 
bers in and out of Iran, it 
said. 

He said that three of those 
recently detained were 
members of Iraq's intelli¬ 
gence service, including an 


Iranian identified as Bada'i 
Bu Azar who reportedly 
defected during the 1980- 
88 Iran-Iraq war. 

A member of the opposi¬ 
tion group was killed by 
Iranian forces, IRNA quot¬ 
ed the official as saying. It 
gave no other details. 

Tehran has in the past 
accused the Mujahadeen 
Khalq, or people’s warriors, 
of sending agents across the 
border from its bases in 
Iraq to sabotage key instal¬ 
lations in Iran. 

Relations between the 
two Muslim' countries are 
still bitter following their 
eight-year war. 


Rafsanjani’s brother to be Iran’s 
new U.N. ambassador — report 


HIT BY SANCTIONS: An old Palestinian man holds up vegetables that he can not 
export during a demonstration in the Gaza Strip Monday. Israel closed off the-West 
Bank and Gaza after the July 30 attack on a Jerusalem market killed 15 people includ¬ 
ing the two suicide bombers (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian killed, 
several hurt when 
old mine explodes 


NABLUS (AFP) — A 
Palestinian watermelon sell¬ 
er who used two old land¬ 
mines us counterweights to 
measure his wares was 
killed Monday when one of 
the bombs exploded wit¬ 
nesses said 

The Israeli army said it 
was investigating the explo¬ 
sion. which injured several 
people, us a possible terrorist 
incident 

Abdul Javvad Abdullah 
Hussein. 30, took his unusu¬ 
al weights into a black¬ 
smith's shop in his village of 
Huwarah near Nablus and 
asked that additional metal 
be added to the 750 gramme 
mines so they would weigh 
an even kilogramme, local 
residents told Agence France 
Presse. 

When blacksmith Yousef 
Suleiman Hadawi. 30, began 
soldering the first mine, it 
exploded, they said. 

Hussein was killed and 
Hadawi had one arm seri¬ 
ously damaged in the blast 
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and several other persons 
were less badly hurt they 
said. 

The Israeli army seized the 
second mine, which they 
described as a “home-made 
bomb” and opened an inves¬ 
tigation into whether the 
Palestinians were building 
bombs to commit anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

Palestinian sources said 
Hussein belonged to a small 
Islamist movement A1 
Dawa. but was not known to 
be politically active. 

The incident came at a 
time of high tensions 
between Israelis and Pales¬ 
tinians following a double 
suicide' bombing in 
Jerusalem H days ago that 
killed 15 people. 

Israel has still not identi¬ 
fied die bombers but offi¬ 
cials say they are convinced 
the attack was carried out 
with the support of Palestin¬ 
ian Islamic militants. 


Israel frees 
2 Lebanese 
after 6-month 
detention 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Israel has released two 
Lebanese men who were 
abducted six weeks ago in 
Israel’s self-declared “securi¬ 
ty zone” in south Lebanon, 
security sources said Mon¬ 
day. Joseph Nohra and his 
cousin Jean Nohra were 
taken home to Qlayaa, a 
Christian village at the edge 
of the occupied border zone, 
by militiamen of Israel’s 
allied South Lebanon Army, 
the sources said They were 
seized on July 2 from Qlayaa 
along with Roger Nohra, a 
Lebanese journalist who was 
freed on August 6, and his 
brother Michel who is still 
detained There was no infor¬ 
mation on the reasons for 
their detention. Earlier this 
month, human rights group 
Amnesty International sent a 
message to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu calling for the 
immediate release of Roger 
Nohra and his relatives if no 
criminal charges were 
brought. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Mohammad Hashemi, 
brother of former Iranian 
President All Akbar Hashe¬ 
mi Rafsanjani, is to be 
nominated as Iran's new 
ambassador to the U.N., a 
newspaper reported here 
Monday. 

Mr. Hashemi, former 
director of state radio and 
television for 10 years, was 
vice president in charge of 
executive affairs under Mr. 
Rafsanjani's government, 
the Abrar daily added 

If the nomination of Mr. 
Hashemi, an influential 
moderate in Iran’s ruling 
Islamic clergy, is approved 
by the conservative parlia¬ 
ment, he will replace 


Kamal Kharazi, who is 
expected to become foreign 
minister. 

Iran’s new president, 
moderate cleric Moham¬ 
mad K hatami , who won a 
stunning landslide victory 
in May elections, may pre¬ 
sent hrs cabinet lineup on 
Monday, several newspar- 
pers said here. 

The cabinet nominees 
have been the subject of 
open squabbling between 
left- and right-wing fac¬ 
tions as Mr. Khatami tries 
to get his cabinet through 
the staunchly conservative 
parliament, still reeling 
from its upset loss in the 
presidential election. 

Mr. Khatami also has 


reportedly broken with tra¬ 
dition by appointing the 
first woman to the cabinet 
since the 1979 Islamic rev¬ 
olution. 

According to newspapers 
on Sunday, Massoumeh 
Ebtekar will be vice-presi¬ 
dent and director of the 
Environmental Protection 
Organisation. 

Ali Akbar Velayati is to 
step down as foreign minis¬ 
ter after holding the post for 
more than a decade and 
becoming one of the most 
influential voices in shap¬ 
ing Iran’s foreign policy, 
including its hardline 
stance towards the West 


Itirk prosecutors investigate Islamist charity 


ANKARA (R) — -Turkish 
prosecutors have opened an 
investigation into a charitable 
foundation with close links to 
the Islam-based Welfare 
Party of former Prime Minis¬ 
ter Necmettin Erbakan, a 
prosecutor said on Monday. 

“We opened the investiga¬ 
tion after searching the 
premises of the National 


Youth Foundation [MGV] 
-.The reason for tills is that 
the MGV . had . become a 
focus of activities against the 
secular nature of the state,” 
Ankara prosecutor Nub Mete 
Yuksei said. Mr. Yuksel said 
that during the searches of 
MGV premises last week, 
prosecutors found evidence 
implicating the foundation in 


political activities. Under 
- Turkish law, charitable foun¬ 
dations must be non-political. 
Police - seized- documents, 
cassettes and video tapes at 
the foundation offices. The 
investigation is the first step 
which could lead to prosecu¬ 
tion and closure of the MGV 
—commonly regarded as the 
youth wing of Wblfare. 


Congo asks Sudan for long-lost gold 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
government of Laurent 
Kabila has formally asked 
Sudan to reopen the case of 
the “Congo gold,” which 
has been missing since the 
1960s, Ai Rai A1 Akbar 
newspaper reported Mon¬ 
day. 

The paper said the request 
had been made to Sudan's 
embassy in the Congolese 
capital Kinshasa. 

Mr. Kabila's forces swept 
across the Congo, formerly 
Zaire, earlier this year, end¬ 
ing the 32-year dictatorship 
of Mobutu Sese Seko. 

The gold reportedly was 
sneaked into Sudan by 
rebels loyal to Patrice 
Lumumba, a leftist who 


served as the nation's first 
prime minister after its 
1960 independence. He 
later was dismissed, arrest¬ 
ed and killed 

Mr. Lumumba’s allies 
who fled to Sudan lived in 
the 1960s in camps near the 
border and in the southern 
towns ofYei and Juba. They 
reportedly funded their 
expenses — and activities 
against the Zaire regime — 
with gold, diamonds and 
cash looted from their 
homeland. 

“Some of this gold is 
reported to have been hand¬ 
ed to the Egyptian govern¬ 
ment, under President 
Gamal Abdul Nasser, in 
exchange for arms ship¬ 


ments,” Al Rai Al Akhar 
said 

It said that funds also 
went to the Sudanese gov¬ 
ernment to cover the living 
expenses of some of the 
refugee families. 

It's not the first time 
Zairean governments have 
sought to recover the gold 
and cash, to which no pre¬ 
cise value has been 
attached. Nothing came of 
requests in 1967 or 1995. 

The .paper said the 
Sudanese government this 
time has appointed a “high- 
level committee'’ to investi¬ 
gate. It gave no other 
details. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart¬ 
ment of Meteorology 
A further drop in temperatures 
will take place with tempera¬ 
tures 3-4 degrees below seasonal 
average. Winds will be north¬ 
westerly moderate to active. In 
the southern parts, winds will be 


active and dusty. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot and seas calm. 


Amman___ 

Aqaba_ 

Deserts_ 

Jordan Valley_ 


_19/29 

_27/38 

_18/33 

_25/37 


Yesterday’s high temper a tures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 39 Humidi¬ 
ty readings: Amman 42 ’ per 
cent,Aqaba39 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Marin Nbali _ -830435 

De Fayez Dabbas _759115 

Dr. Adrian Zaghlou]_898140 

Dr. Fakher BObefci ->5522233 

Ferdows pharmacy_778336 

Ai Asema pharmacy_637055 

Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy_.644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy -637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy -.623672 
Najib pharmacy ,847632 

ERBID: 

Dr. MazenAbnBakir ..276852 
Al Quels pharmacy_(—) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Al Safermi 985832 
KhaEfefa pharmacy_985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre -637111 

Ova Defence Dept_661111 

Gvfl Defence tnrnwHiatf Res¬ 
cue _630341 

Crr3 Defence Emergency -199 
Rescue Police 192, 62111!. 
637777 

Fire Brigade —_617101 

Blood Bank_775121 

Highway Mice_843402 

Traffic Police-896390 

Public Security Department 
--—630321 

Hotel Complaints_605800 

Price Compbmts_ -j661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 

ptahits „„ . ...... 897467 

Amman Municipality Com¬ 
plaints -7871II 

Telephone Information (direc¬ 
tory assistance)-121 

Overseas Calk_010230 

Central Amman Ifefephone 

Repairs-623101 

AbdaD Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television_,773111 

Radio Jordan_774111 

Water Authority_680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


—815615 

Company 


Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia End. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cadre 
813813/32 

KhaHdi Maternity..-644281/6 

Akilefa Maternity._.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

_.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman —636140 
Palestine, Shm«»ani _6Q7Q71 
Shmetsani Hospital --66913I 

Uni ve r sity Hospital_845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Mamie, Abdaii 666126/37 

AI-AhK, Abdali_664164/6 

ItaHan, AkMufaaureeo 777101/3 

Al-Bashir_775111/26 

Army, Marka.—891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital —_674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery_86S199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


-(09)900560 

Bm Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hi kma Modern Hospital 
_(09)990990 

IRBUk 

Princess Basma Hospital 

■■■■■■■ ..Mi, i..., .(03)2/5555 
Grade Catholic Hospital 

_(02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

-(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 _Sanaa (RJ) 

08:05 _Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 _Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

l<k25 —_Beirut (RJ) 

10:40_Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10*4(5_— Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:15-Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 _ London (RJ) 

17:40-Frankfort (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 

(RJ) 

18 JO Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
01:30_Madrid (RJ) 

Other Flights 


Women-only industrial zones—Academic 

r 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi academic called Monday for 
women-only industrial zones as a way to deal with the 
segregation of sexes in the conservative Muslim country. 
Such a project would encourage women to take up jobs in 
industry, Nouna Abal Kheil, dean of public adnufostradoo 
at the capital's King Saud University, told newspapers. 
She said women could work in food, textile; perfume and 
cosmetics plants. Around 215,000 Saudi women have 
jobs, or around 5.5 per cent of a working population of 
3.9 milli on. Most women work as teachers, nurses or m 
women-only branches of banks. Men and women are 
strictly segregated at the work-place and in universities of 
the Gulf Arab kingdom, which does not allow women to 
drive. 

Libyan gets death in Philippines for rape 

MANILA (AFP) — A Libyan man was sentenced to 
death by a Philippine court Monday for kidnapping and 
raping a teenage FUipina, court officials said. Sharif Ali 
AI Akhtar, 30, of Tripoli was found guilty of abducting 
and raping the 17 year-old girl in July 1996, court official 
Madonna Albano said. On delivering the death sentence. 
Judge Jaime Salazar in die regional trial court in the sub¬ 
urb of Quezon city, also ordered the Libyan to pay the girl 
$5,172 in compensation. Judge Albano said. Mr. Akhtar 
became the fifth foreigner to be sentenced to death in the 
Philippines following a law in 1994 which restored capi¬ 
tal punishment for heinous crimes such as murder, rape 
and drug dealing. Prisons Director Vicente Vinarao said 
last month, a total of 369 people have been sentenced to 
death since the law took effect. 

Islamists flogs people in Kuwait — paper 

KUWAIT (R) — An unknown Islamist group is flogging 
people in Kuwait for offences it says violate religious 
beliefs, a newspaper repeated Monday. Al Rai Al Aam 
said several people had complained to police of being 
snatched by the group, tried for alleged offences and 
flogged. It said the group monitored victims to check if 
they drank alcoholic beverages or had illicit sexual rela¬ 
tionships. Most victims received 80 lashes. Conservative 
Kuwait, which bans the sale of alcoholic drinks, is study¬ 
ing its laws to ensure they comply with Islamic Sharia 
law. 

Prisoner gets married in Bahrain, first time 

MANAMA (AFP)—A Bahraini prisoner serving a three- 
year term was allowed out for an evening to get married, 
setting a precedent in the Gulf Arab state, the newspaper 
Akhbar Al Khaleej said Monday. A Shiite Muslim court 
accepted a request from the inmat e’s father to allow him 
out for the wedding. But immediately after the ceremony, 
he had to return to his cell, the paper said The unnamed 
inmate, whose^cqnyicticm was not specified, has seven 
more months, to serve*.... • , . . 

Egyptair jet skids off runway, none hurt 

ISTANBUL (R) — An Egyptair plane skidded off the 
runway after landing at Istanbul airport Monday' but all 
150 people aboard escaped unhurt, Turkey's state-run 
Anatolian news agency said It said the Boeing 767 from 
Cairo slid 50 metres off the runway and got stuck in mud 
after landing in wet weather at about 11 a.m. The 136 pas¬ 
sengers and 14 crew escaped uninjured. Last August 
another Egyptair plane overshot the runway, caught fire 
and hit a taxi as it landed in Istanbul in similar wet condi¬ 
tions. Twenty people were injured 

Swiss probe ‘burst* of world’s biggest tent 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A team of Swiss experts has been 
sent to Iran to look into the destruction of the world's 
largest tent in a violent storm, the official news agency 
IRNA said Monday. The massive 18,000-square-metre 
tent was erected on the Iranian-Tuikmenistan border last 
year to mark the completion of the new silk route but 
“exploded” during the storm 10 days ago, IRNA said. 
Officials from the Swiss manufacturer, Samafil, are here 
to assess the damage after local officials lodged a demand 
for compensation. The tent was made in Switzerland and 
took Swiss technicians around 30 days to erect in the free 
economic zone of Sarrakhs. Iran and Turkmenistan inau¬ 
gurated a 165-kilometre railway on their common border 
in May last year, completing the last missing link in the 
new silk route, the key to prosperity and economic power 
in this part of the world until the seventeenth century. 





09H». Cairo (MS) 

13HJ0-Riyadh (SV) 

14:30- Dubai (EK) 

16rf0-Istnabul (TK) 

18:05 - Kiev (6U) 

21:30-TeJ Aviv (LY) 

22i 50-Aden (IY) 

2335-Xamara(CY) 

23:45 --Amsterdam (KL) 

<Hfc55-Bucharest (RO) 

01:25-—Jakarta (GA) 

03,-00 -,-Rome (AZl 

0*25 ---London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Fights 

08*5-.Aqaba (RW) 

10ri)5 ..-Amman (QA1A) (RW) 

10£0 Amman (Marica Airport) 
(RW) 

1820-Tel Aviv (KW) 

19-JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22:20 --Aqaba (KW) 

23:50 Amman (Marita Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 


13:00 —Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

13:10.—_Paris (RJ) 

13:15. Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 -London (RJ), 

14:05 _ Madrid (RJ) 

21:25. Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 —_Damascus (RJ) 

21:45-Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22.-00 -.Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
2 2 : 25 Kuala Lumpur, Stngapcxfc (RJ) 
0225_Madrid (RJ) 


0£45--Beirut (RD 

05fc00 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:15 ^Amstodam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 


Other Flights 

OWO_Riyadh (SV) 

10HW...Cairo (MS) 

17:40_-_Istanbul (TK) i 

19*15 _Kiev (6U) j 

20:15_Dubai (EK) 

22£0_Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:50 -Aden (TY) 

01:55_Bucharest (RD) 

02:25 _London (GA) 

0230_Amsterdam (KL) 

04riW __ Athens (QA) 

04riW_Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (KW) Flights 
07:45 A mman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:15_Aqaba (W 

10&0 —Amman (QAIAj (R®0 
17:45 Amman (Marica Airport) 

(RW) 

1835_TO Aviv 

(RW) 

21:30 —Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
2230_Aqaba (RW) 
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Biltaji inspects restoration 
work on Irbid museum 




IRBID (J.T.) — Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Ake) Biltaji Monday 
inspected ongoing restora¬ 
tion work at the Irbid 
National Museum and 
pledged the allocation of 
necessary funds to acceler¬ 
ate the project's completion. 

Mr. Biltaji affirmed that 
his ministry will also devel¬ 
op a timetable to refurbish 
the building which houses 
the museum and which, 
under Ottoman rule, served 
as a police station. 

Also Monday, the minister 
visited the archaeological 
site of Urn Qais and 
announced a Minis try of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
plan to restore the King¬ 
dom's archaeological sites. 

In an interview with Ai 
Arab Ai Yawrn Arabic daily 
Monday, Mr. Biltaji 
described the Kingdom as 
lacking high-quality stan¬ 
dard museums, but stated his 
ministry’s intent to improve 
the situation. 


According to the minister, 
the Amman Municipality 
has granted a (riot of land to 
tfae Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities for die creation 
of a national muse um. 

He stated that his ministry, 
in conjunction with the Min¬ 
istry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, hopes (hat the pro¬ 
ject will attract visitors. 

“1 regret ft> say that we 
have not yet succeeded in 
developing an integrated 
plan for marketing Jordan 
abroad, but we hope to 
achieve that goal with the 
help of a special committee, 
grouping the public and pri¬ 
vate sectors,” be said. 

The committee is expected 
to finalise its work next 
week but the ministry still 
awaits funds from die gov¬ 
ernment, the Jordan Hotels 
Association and the tourism 
sector to help activate the 
committee’s ideas, the min¬ 
ister maintained. 

Mr. Biltaji stated his 
expectation that over $500 


million would be invested 
north of Aqaba within the 
caning five years, of which 
20 per cent would be invest¬ 
ments from the Arab World. 

As Aqaba is close to Saudi 
Arabia, Israel as it is to Petra 
and Wadi Rum, the city is 
expected to benefit from 
tourism projects in and 
around its urban limits, be 
said. 

Mr Biltaji cited hotel and 
restaurant construction 
well as the construction of 
die American University of 
the Jordan as boding future 
prosperity for Aqaba. 

Last year, the tourism 
industry in Jordan con¬ 
tributed II per cent to the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP), the minister 
affirmed. 

The tourism industry is the 
second highest earner of 
hard currency for Jordan, 
after dun of mining, he con¬ 
cluded. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Abbadi opens exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — On the occasion of the 
45th anniversary of His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein's accession to the Throne, Amman 
Mayra Mamdouh Abbadi Monday opened an 
exhibition at the Greater Amman Municipali¬ 
ty’s main hail in Ras AI ’Ain. The exhibition 
includes photographs depicting the King¬ 
dom's great achievements as well as the 
development of tbe Jordanian Armed Forces. 

Bridge open to PNA areas 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security 
Dqpattment (PSD) announced Monday that 
the King Hussein Bridge is now open to trav¬ 
ellers to and from the Palestinian National 
Atebority (PNAJ-mled areas. The bridge is 
open from 8 am. to 12 pm. except Fridays 
and Saturdays at which time it is open from 8 
am to 3 pm, according to the PSD. 


Palestinians demonstrate in Ramallah, Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 

Spokesman James Rubin said 
Monday that Mr. Ross will 
return from the Middle East to 
Washington in a day or two. 

Observers believe that his 
soon departure reflects cau¬ 
tious optimism on the part of 
the U.S. ad ministration and 
has increased hopes for U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright to come to the region 
by the end of this month and 
possibly to initiate a three- 
way summit meeting with Mr 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu. 

Meanwhile, demonstrations 
broke out in Ra mallah and 
Gaza by Palestinians calling 
on Israel to lift the closure and 
release the Palestinian securi¬ 
ty prisoners. 

Israeli troops responded in 
Ramallah by firing rubber 
bullets, slightly wounding one 
man. It was the first violent 
confrontation between Pales¬ 
tinians and Israeli soldiers 
since Israel sealed off Pales¬ 
tinian areas and imposed a 
military blockade on the town 
and other self-rule enclaves on 
the West Bank. 

The stone-throwers broke 
away from a demonstration of 
about 1.500 people inside 
Ramallah to rain stones on 
soldiers manning a roadblock 
set up at the town's southern 
‘entrance to enforce the block¬ 
ade. 

“What good is peace fa, if 
our sons are still in prison and 


if we are not allowed to move 
between Palestinian cities and 
villages," screamed one 
wo man in Ramallah holding a 

photo of her jailed sio& Pales-' 
tinian troops kept an eye on 
the demonstrations but" did not 1 
intervene. 

‘Things seem to be trader 
control and we don't have to 
stop the march. These are our 
people and they are fully 
righteous in voicing their dis¬ 
content at Israel’s policy," said 
a Palestinian Major in the 
police force in Ramallah, who 
stood from a distance watch¬ 
ing. 

In Gaza Qty, about 3.000 
demonstrators also protested 
the sanctions and Israel's fail¬ 
ure to release Palestinian pris¬ 
oners as called for under 
signed peace agreements. No 
violence was reported daring 
the Gaza protest. 

A number of youths partici¬ 
pating in the march expressed 
full support for calk within 
the PNA that came out a few 
days ago urging the Palestin¬ 
ian leadership to pass a law of 


service reer m traem 
of youths in the Palestinian 
territories. 

"Sure we are not going to 
serve in a u ni formed army but 
still there are so many aspects 
of public service that we, as 
youths, can do to serve our 
people and our coumy," said 
Khalil, a 19 year old youth 
from AI Birch, next to Ramal¬ 
lah, who had just finished his 


higbscbooL He argued that in 
every country cm earth, people 
have the right and the 
opportunity to serve their 
. country and "there is bo rea- 
,-son- why,, we should differ 
from others.’’ 

Mr. Neta n yriiu told his cab¬ 
inet on Monday that be had 
already asked Me Ross to 
clarify the issue on national 
service recruitment with Me 
Arafat Mr. Netanyahu 
claimed the call was an open 
infringement to the Oslo inter¬ 
im Accords with the PNA. 

Moreover, the Israeli Gov¬ 
ernment Press Office prepared 
a 12-page document with 100 
. expressions of Palestinian fig¬ 
ures over the last four years 
which, in their opinion, are 
incitements to violence and 
anti-Israeli propaganda and 
therefore violations of the 
Oslo accords, the Hebrew 
papers reported. 

On top of those sta t e m e nt s 
was a speech Me Arafat made 
to the Pal estinian Legislative 
Council broadcast two days 
ago on Pales tinian television. 
They are conducing an open 
war against die Palestinian 
people. We need to resist 
them, to resist them, to resist 
them. We need to resist them 
in every sense of the word," 
the document quoted Mr. 
Arafat as saying. 


to Jordan over past 4:-fM 


By Tareq Ayy oub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Projects (GAGP) 
in Jordan, mainly slated for social and charity organisations, has donat¬ 
ed $2.1 million to the Kingdom over the past four years, according to an 
Embassy of Japan report. 

The two-page report delineated $803,465 as invested in 12 projects in 
the Kingdom in 1996, nine projects at the cost of $652,898 in 1995, 
seven projects totalling $450,804 in 1994, and $204,921 for four pro¬ 
jects in 1993. 

The grants were allocated to finance the establishment of social devel¬ 
opment centres, provision of medical equipment, support of thyme cul¬ 
tivation for Palestinian refugees, construction of a cheese factory for 
bedouins, and donations of furniture and books for public school 
libraries. 

This aid also covered the provision of: equipment to the Maan Centre 
for the Disabled, environmental treatment equipment for the Gulf of 
Aqaba, a leather factory to support Palestinian refugees, die construction 
of the Salt Training and Resource Institute for the Disabled as well as 


donatedfd£< 


other assorted projects. . 

According to the report, grants were also 
Isadora, such as the Young Women’s Christian. „ 

the Saqar Quraysh Society, the Queen Alia Fund for SocraT’ 
(QAF), the Barn Hamida Agricultural Cooperative 
institutions. . .. ... . 

The GAGP has beenextended mainly to noo-govt 
lions (NGOs), research institutes, hospitals and fo cal 
emphasis in such areas as primary health care, pdveri^i 
training, women in development projects, die envu 
cation and assistance for the disabled. 

-Japan is .one of the major foreign loan donors to 
J Statistics have indicated that between 1990 and. 1 
tapee to Jordan was worth $855 miUion. or ties 
external aid to die Kingdom, while combined aid _ 

(Eli) countries, as well as the EUas a body.itseIf, >^ 
lion, or 44 per cent. 

U.S. assistance to Jordan over the same tunic periods 
per cent ($236 million).. i v .. . 1- 



vehicle tunnel initiated 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Work has begun on the second phase 
of a vehicle tunnel linking die Amman-Zanqa Highway 
with Army Street, Zarqa Mayra* Mustafa Fayyad 
announced Monday. 

The second phase of die project, estimated to cost JD 
607,000, entails digging a 182-metre long two-lane tun¬ 
nel, according to Dr. Fayyad. 

Each lane will be seven metres wide and the two sides 
will be separated by an island, he added. 

The mayor inspected the work’s progress on the sec¬ 
ond phase and affirmed dial die first phase of die pro¬ 
ject was completed at the overall cost of JD 59,300. 

The project is a vital one to ease traffic congestion 
along the main highways of Zarqa and reduce road 
accidents. Dr. Fayyad maintained. 

Thirty-seven metres of the tunnel will be covered, he 
added, and the road therein will be illuminated with 
lights fixed on top of a 20-metre tower. \ 

Once the tunnel has been completed traffic lights at 
the site wilt be removed, according-to (he mayor. 

He stated dud work on the project should be complet¬ 
ed in 100 days as stipulated in an agreement pertaining 
thereto with a local contractor. 

Zarqa Municipality Engineer Sanuh Masaad affirmed 
that the construction team, responsible for the tunnel’s 
construction, is building retaining walls, canals to drain 
rain water, and other relevant civil works. 


Ministry of Social Deye 
investigating new social 


By Rana Hosseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir 

Mamser announced that 
his department is look¬ 
ing for hew social cen¬ 
tres to replace old ones 
which, he said, are inca-. 
pable of providing prop-, 
er services. 

“Approximately 70 per 
cent of the rehabilitation 
and other social centres 
are rented, either located 
in a geographic area not 
conducive to its purpos¬ 
es, or incapable of pro¬ 
viding proper facilities 
and services for its 
inhabitants,” Dr. 

Mamser said. 

For this purpose, the 
miniscer explained, the 
Ministry of Social 
. Development recently 
"initiated a programme of 
re-evaluation of rented 
social centres which 
house the disabled, chil¬ 
dren and adolescents, * 
mainly in Zarqa, Irbid 
and Ma’an. 

“We have asked the 
directors of such centres 


to begin searching for. 
new buildings with spec¬ 
ifications which meet 
the generally approved 
standards for facilities 
and services,” he said. 

Df. Mamser told . the. 
Jordan Times .that this ■ 
step aims at increasing 
personal; social; health 
_and educational “pro¬ 
grammes -for • those, .in 
need, “in. addition to 
establishing programmes 
and activities [for. the 
good of] the beneficia¬ 
ries of these institutes.” 

He described the direct 
beneficiaries of such, 
programmes as children, 
adolescents and the dis¬ 
abled. - ■ 

Tbe- ministry also: 
announced;that it 'has 
initiated a project to aid 
street children^ accord¬ 
ing to - Social Defence 
Director at the Ministry ■ 
of Social Development 
Musa Safi. ■ 

“We have rented two 
buildings in the King¬ 
dom to receive and care 
for street children,” Mr- 
Safi said. 

“These centres r will 
provide special pro- * 
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Positive indicators of oil 



AMMAN (J.T.) — There 
are positive indicators of 
oil reserves in three 
regions of Jordan — the 
eastern desert, near the 
Dead Sea and at the 
region of AI Sarhan in the 
north, according to Natur¬ 
al Resources Authority 
(NRA) Director General 
Khaled Shiyab. 

In a lecture at the Pro¬ 
fessional Associations 
Complex Sunday 

evening. Mr. Shiyab 
asserted that several 
firms, which have signed 
contracts with Jordan over 
the past two years to 
explore for oil and gas, 
are intensifying their 
search. * 

Their total investment in 


the Kingdom has hereto¬ 
fore been calculated at 
$100 million, he 
explained. 

As the result of NRA 
plans, several global oil 
firms, including the 
American firms 

Anadarko, Transglobal 
and AMOCO, have 
finalised contracts with 
die Kingdom to initiate oil 
and gas exploration in 
conjunction with the 
authority, according to 
Mr. Shiyab. 

The NRA has provided 
data regarding potential 
areas of oil exploration 
collected from seisinolog¬ 
ical surveys, he added. 

Over the past two years, 
the NRA has signed con¬ 


tracts with the three 
American oil firms as 
well as an Algerian oil 
firm, Mr. Shiyab 
affirmed. 

Tbe NRA will soon con¬ 
clude a profit-sharing 
agreement with a Canadi¬ 
an firm on oil exploration, 
he added. 

Some of these firms 
have already embarked on 
oil exploration and others 
are conducting seismo- 
logical surveys, which 
Mr. Shiyab described as 
encouraging results. 

While. some oil firms 
have marked those areas 
in which they are to begin 
drilling exploratory wells, 
others are still in the 
process of conducting 


geological and geophysi¬ 
cal studies in areas raider 
their jurisdiction, be stat¬ 
ed. 

Anadarko signed con¬ 
tracts to prospect fra oil 
last year and m June con¬ 
cluded an agreement with 
the National Oil Company 
to borrow rigs and staff in 
order to commence 
drilling operations in : the 
northeast, Mr. Shiyab 
explained. - 7 " 

The oil firm is com¬ 
mencing exploration in 
the region of Safawi and 
is slated to spend $5. mil¬ 
lion in the first 3.5 years 
of its operations and a 
total of $20 million over 
an eight-year period, he 


Musehti^ 
hammati 
told 
June ftaf: 
drill 
wells 
ata! 
oil and-' 
Referi 
tacts Witif. 
Mr. Shq 

nra^; 

facilitate,] 
-tion iri\ 
Kingdom?" 
on oil 


Amnesty blasts Israel for banning access to jail in S. Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

the International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) headquarters 
with another 150 people. 

About 150 Lebanese 
are held in Khiam prison, 
many detained for more 
than 10 years without 
trial or charge. The jail 
opened in 1984 in the 
occupied zone and is 
manned by the Israel- 


backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

Another 52 Lebanese 
are in jails inside Israel. 

Mr. Thibodeau 

denounced cases of tor¬ 
ture and ill treatment at 
the jails, saying that “a 
large number of the 
Lebanese detainees need 
treatment and they are 
now agonising in their 
cells." 

Mohammad Safa, presi¬ 


dent of the Lebanese 
"follow-up” committee 
for the detainees, said 
Israel’s continued ban 
against AI was “another 
violation of international 
law and human rights." 

“These measures are 
meant to hide whatever is 
occurring in Khiam. We 
have information that 
prove that tbe condition 
of the detainees is dan¬ 
gerous and horrific," Mr. 


Safa told AFP. 

Mr. Safa said Israel 
“does not want the world 
to know what is happen¬ 
ing in Khiam. It only 
started granting access 
into the jail to the ICRC 
in 1995 because their 
reports, unlike those of 
Amnesty, are not pub¬ 
lished." 


Hariri, Arafat engage in war of words 


(Continued from page 1) 

in Lebanon on Saturday, 
killing five people, 
Lebanese police said. 

“Mr. Arafat knows very 
well that Lebanon has suf¬ 
fered much and still suf¬ 
fers to defend the Pales¬ 
tinian cause. The Israelis 
hold him [Arafat] respon¬ 
sible for their security. He 


responds that they [tbe 
bombers] came from 
another country," Mr. 
Hariri said. 

Mr. Hariri also told Lc 
Monde that it appeared it 
was “Arafat’s people” 
who launched Katyusha 
rockets from Lebanon 
which hit northern Israel 
on Friday, slightly injur¬ 
ing one woman. 


Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
Marwan Kanafaoi denied 
the allegations. "This 
accusation is not true 
because the Palestinian 
activity in Lebanon has 
been limited on orders of 
the Palestinian leadership 
and could not run against 
the political policy of the 
Lebanese government." 
he told Agence France 


Prcsse in Ramallah. 

“Arafat feels saddened 
by the campaign against 
him in Lebanon, especial¬ 
ly at a this time when we 
need a unified Arab and 
Islamic position against 
the war waged by Israel 
on tiie Palestinian nation," 
be added. 


Jordan stands as examp] 
bringing opposition into 


AMMAN (AP) — With a 
mix of finesse and compro¬ 
mise, Jordan has atiegrat- 
ed its fofaamfcf opposition 
info the system, s p aring 
the Kingdom the strife 
that has visited Egypt and 

Algeria. _ 

Tbe relationship bet¬ 
ween the government and 
Istamist activists, who are 
mamfy grouped within the 

Muslim Br otherh ood 

(MB), has been symbiotic. 

By and large, tbe MB has 
remained loyal to His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
despite his pro-Western 
stance and 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel. The 
K3n& meanwhile, aflonrs 
the MB to protest his pofi- 
cits, pa r tienfariy the grow¬ 
ing ties with IsraeL 
Such opposition serves 
as a valve to release frus¬ 
tration within the King . 


dom without having ft 
erupt into a serious threat 
for the government. 

Cooperation between the 
two has a kng history. 

Early hi his reign, King 
Hussem alSed hfrnselfwith 
the MB when Arab 
Nationalists inspired . fay 
Syria and E&ypt launched 
several ansuccesdhl coup 
attempts in the 1950s. 

To reward ft for its alle¬ 
giance, King Hussem 
afiowed tbe group to oper¬ 
ate as a charitable organi¬ 
sation, even after banning 
all other political parties in 
1956. 

Following a political fib- 
eraSsation in the late 

1980s , the MB eqAntedfts 
strength in tiie mosques 
and among charity recfpJ- 
eats to wm 22 of Faktiti* 
mentfs 80 seats in efec- 


Moc. ■ 

In 1991,. six MB man: 
bers even joined the cadbi- 
netfcrshc months, giving it 
proraroence oranat-ched 
by s imil a r groups hi most 
Arab countries. ■. . 

Bat the MBsoon learned 
that when ft serves in the 
goranmat, voters vriS 
expect promises to be Ad- 
63ted. 
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pledges to improve filing 
MnrBriww m a country 
where p ov ert y mad unem- 
pjoymaftartrantpant,ttfe 
ip.fo 

the sexes m 
baratfo&alcol^ 

pro- 

and veSbg: 

Such grab angered tbe 
secular nudorky in Jor¬ 
dan, and the MB wouflvfe 
(fewer seats in the 1993 


called tor 
November 
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King Sihanouk dangles abdication 
threat ahead of crunch meeting 

____ w!_ _/luioinn oniinnil Althnnoh Prinn* *PTf/v»llpTvrv’ nr 'v 


BEIJING (AFP) — King 
Norodom Sihanouk warned 
Monday he was ready 10 
abdicate, as he prepared to 
meet Cambodian strongman 
Hun Sen, who is in Beijing 
seeking a royal ‘blessing’ 
for his new administration. 

The monarch further tan¬ 
gled the Cambodian crisis 
fn a letter released on the 
eve of rhe crunch meeting 
with Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and new First 
Prime Minister Ung Huot 
who has been named to 
relace the king's son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

Analysts said the 74-year- 
old king’s statement, fol¬ 
lowing frequent offers to 
abdicate in the past, could 
be a ploy to gain influence 
in the battle for control of 
the country. King Sihanouk, 
who is revered in Cambo¬ 
dia. further muddied the 
waters by issuing a separate 
statement saying he planned 
to return to his country 
“soon.” 

Hun Sen's troops, mean¬ 
while, kept up pressure on 
the final royalist bastion in 
the north of Cambodia and 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations {ASEAN) 
failed ro decide whether to 
recognise the new Phnom 
Penh leadership. 

A meeting of ASEAN for¬ 
eign ministers in Singapore 


ended without any decision 
on Cambodia’s entry into 
the group or recognition of 
Phnom Penh’s new leader¬ 
ship. 

Philippine Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Domingo Siazon told a 
news conference ASEAN 
would pursue efforts to 
restore pwliticaJ stability in 
Cambodia, adding an infor¬ 
mal meeting could be held 
between all parlies. 

That possibility was 
immediately grasped by 
Prince Ranariddh in Bang¬ 
kok, who said: “I am ready 
to participate in an informal 
meeting with all the parties 
concerned, and if Mr. Hun 
Sea wants to take Mr. Ung 
Huot along, I will not say 

DO. 

The king said he was 
“ready to abdicate” if asked 
by Hun Sen during Tues¬ 
day's audience. 

“My letter of abdication ... 
has 'already been written, 7 ' 
he wrote in an open letter 
faxed to AFP in Beijing. 

“But 1 am waiting for 
Hun Sen, our ‘strongman', 
to let me know....that I can 
abdicate without risking 
being criticised by him or 
being accused of creating 
additional difficulties for 
the country and the people ” 

If King Sihanouk were to 
step down, his successor 
would be chosen by a crown 


council. Although Prince 
Ranariddh is his eldest son 
he would not necessarily 
take the throne. 

King Sihanouk, who is in 
Beijing for medical treat¬ 
ment will meet the two pre¬ 
miers and acting head of 
state, Chea Sim. at the head 
of a delegation seeking a 
symbolic blessing for the 
new political order in 
Phnom Penh. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted the 
prince following bloody 
street battles in Phnom Penh 
in early July. 

The king, the United 
States and the exiled oppo¬ 
nents of Mr. Hun Sen have 
all slammed Prince Rana¬ 
riddh's replacement as 
undemocratic. King Siha¬ 
nouk Saturday denounced 
Mr. Ung Huot as a “puppet” 
of Mr. Hun Sen but said he 
was powerless to change the 
political situation. 

In the open letter. King 
Sihanouk denied his deci¬ 
sion to grant the audience 
conferred royal recognition 
of the prince's ouster. 

“The tradition of Cambo¬ 
dian kings is to always say 
‘yes* to appeals for audi¬ 
ences” from their subjects, 
he said. 

The King added he would 
refuse to address Ung Huot 
as first prime minister, say¬ 
ing: “I will call him only 


‘excellency’ or ‘your excel¬ 
lency’.” 

Mr. Hun Sen and Mr. Ung 
Huot appeared oblivious of 
Ae king’s action, but the 
forces of the second prime 
minister were gaining the 
upper hand in their battle 
for control of the country. 

Troops loyal to Mr. Hun 
Sen and the prince clashed 
for the third day near the 
Thai border and the second 
premier's military chief said 
his forces would overrun 
flagging royalist troops this 
week. 

Ke Kim Yan said the last 
royalist bastion at O Smach, 
in northwestern Cambodia, 
would be captured within a 
week as Prince Ranariddh’s 
troops were low on morale 
and ammunition. The two 
sides are battling it out 
about 15 kilometres south 
of O Smach which straddles 
Cambodia’s northern border 
with Thailand. 

“There is fairly intense 
fi gh tin g going on between 
both sides” a source from 
the area said. 

“It’s not dear whether 
there has been any move¬ 
ment, but the exchanges are 
certainly strong.” 

Other sources said some 
30,000 Cambodians had 
massed at die Thai border as 
the clashes intensified. 


Rebels vow no attack on Thai-Burma bridge 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The 
Karen National Union 
(KNU) dismissed on Mon¬ 
day fears that it could target 
for terrorist attack the open¬ 
ing ceremony later this 
week of the Thai-Burma 
Friendship Bridge. 

The KNU, the only major 
insurgency in Burma yet to 
reach a ceasefire with Ran¬ 
goon. also rejected claims 
that the threat of attack gave 
the ruling junta grounds to 
prevent Thais travelling 
inland into Burma after the 
opening. 

“The KNU has no reason 
whatsoever to attack inno¬ 
cent people, foreigners or 
the opening ceremony of 
the bridge,” the KNU said in 
a faxed statement re-ceived 
here. 

The bridge, which will 
link Mae Sot in northern 
Thailand and Myawaddy in 


eastern Burma across the 
Moei River is one of three 
international checkpoints to 
be inaugurated Friday along 
the Thai-Burma border. 

The KNU accused the rul¬ 
ing junta of portraying them 
as terrorists to lower the 
political prestige of the 
KNU, which has been bat¬ 
tling centra] Burmese gov¬ 
ernments for almost 50 
years. 

‘Taking advantage of the 
occasion for the opening of 
the Mae Sot-Myawaddy 
Bridge, the SLORC is pre¬ 
sently trying to tarnish the 
image of the KNU by slan¬ 
derous propaganda.” the 
statement said. 

The State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 

(SLORC) is the official 
name for tbe Burmese junta. 

A Thai Foreign Ministry 
official said Burma had 


requested that Thais with 
temporary border passes 
and foreigners travelling on 
international passports not 
be allowed to travel beyond 
Myawaddy after the open¬ 
ing. 

This was due to poor 
infrastructure inland and 
Burmese government con¬ 
cerns about the security risk 
posed by ethnic minority 
groups, including the KNU, 
as well as Shan and Wa 
minorities. 

At the other new check¬ 
points— at Ranong in sou¬ 
thern Thailand to Kaw- 
thaung, and from Mae Sai at 
the northern tip of Thailand 
to Tachilek — there would 
not be restrictions on access 
for foreigners or Thais, tbe 
official said. Burma bad 
expressed the intention to 
lift the restrictions at Mya¬ 
waddy as soon as possible, 


the official added. 

The Friendship Bridge 
opening will be presided 
over by Thai Deputy Pre¬ 
mier and Commerce Minis¬ 
ter Korn Dabbarangsi and 
the Burmese and Thai de¬ 
puty foreign ministers, the 
Thai Foreign Ministiy said. 

The bridge, which is 
hoped to prove a boost for 
bilateral aide, was almost 
fully constructed by 1995, 
but was only completed this 
year because of border dis¬ 
putes. 

Tbe opening of the inter¬ 
national checkpoints, less 
than a month after Burma's 
admittance into the Associa¬ 
tion Of South East Asian 
Nations, is important in es¬ 
tablishing a through route 
from Southeast Asia to the 
Indian subcontinent. 


Indonesia’s Megawati rejects reconciliation with rivals 


JAKARTA {AFP) — Ous¬ 
ted Indonesian Democracy 
Party {PD1) leader Megawa¬ 
ti Sukarnoputri has rejected 
overtures by political rivals 
for talks on a possible rec¬ 
onciliation later in the year, 
reports said here Monday. 

Ms. Megawati's implicit 
rejection of the overtures 
came when she refused to 
accept moves to organise a 
party congress on behalf the 
PD1. by anyone other than 
herself or her ousted sup¬ 
porters. 

Only her faction has the 
right to hold a party meet¬ 
ing. she said, according to 
the Merdeka daily, adding it 


was “impossible according 
to our party's constitution 
for anybody else to hold a 
(PDI) congress.” 

And she insisted that 
under tbe PDFs constitution 
“a party congress will be 
held in December 1998.” 

December 1998 is the 
scheduled date for PDI's 
next five-yearly general 
meeting. It will also offi¬ 
cially mark the end of Ms. 
Megawati's five-year term 
of office as PDI chair¬ 
woman according to the 
1993 party congress when 
she was elected. 

The minority PDI party 
was split after the popular 


Ms. Megawati was ousted 
as leader in June 1996, two 
years before die end of her 
term, by a Jakarta-backed 
faction which installed Mr. 
Suryadi as the new leader. 

On Friday her rivals from 
the Jakarta-backed PDI fac¬ 
tion called for a “national 
dialogue” with her faction 
“as early as August” to rec¬ 
oncile the party’s rift 

The party under Mr. 
Suryadi was virtually wiped 
off the political map in may 
general elections, drawing 
barely three per cent of the 
vote, compared to 15 per 
cent in 1992 polls. Many 
observers believe die gov¬ 


ernment had Ms. Megawati 
removed because it was 
wary of her increasing pop¬ 
ularity. 

The daughter of founding 
Indonesian President Sukar¬ 
no, she has remained defiant 
and maintains she is PDFs 
legitimate leader. She is 
immensely popular with the 
public, while Mr. Suryadi 
has faced numerous demon¬ 
strations opposing his lead¬ 
ership. On Saturday PDI 
official and Ms. Megawati 
loyalist Subagyo Anam said 
a reconciliation could only 
happen if all factions recog¬ 
nised Ms. Megawati as rhe 
PDFs leader. 


Diana, new friend thrill British press 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Princess. Diana was to 
return home Sunday from 
a three-day trip to Bosnia 
campaigning against land¬ 
mines to find her private 
life splashed over the 
from pages of the British 
press. 

Readers snapped up the 
Sunday Mirror, which 
carried exclusive pictures 
of the Princess of Wales in 
the arms of Dodi A1 
Fayed, the son and heir of 
millionaire Egyptian busi¬ 
nessman Mohammed A1 
Fayed. 

But the grainy pictures, 
snapped with a telephoto 
lens on Mr. A1 Fayed’s 
yacht off the coast of 
Sardinia, contain nothing 
scandalous like the infa¬ 
mous “toe-sucking” ses¬ 
sion Princess Diana's then 
sister-in-law Sarah Fer¬ 
guson had with her finan¬ 
cial adviser. 

The 36-year-old prin¬ 
cess is seen in a gerani¬ 
um-patterned swimsuit 
with her arms round her 
companion in a pair of 
sunglasses. 

In other words, a small 


gesture of intimacy. But 
no more was required for 
the sensationalist press to 
marvel at her “explosion 
of sensuality,” while the 
heavyweight press com¬ 
pared the fledgling rela¬ 
tionship to “a Jackie O. 
scenario.” 

The Sunday Mirror said: 
“You only have to look at 
the sensual body language 
of Diana and Dodi Fayed 
to know that they have 
found physical and spiri¬ 
tual fulfilment in each 
other" 

“Dodi Fayed has un¬ 
leashed a passion, a self- 
confidence, a sexuality 
that not even Diana knew 
she possessed.” 

The paper said that five 
days alone with Mr. Dodi 
had done more for Prin¬ 
cess Diana than five years 
with her “cold-hearted 
husband (who) prefers 
shooting helpless animals 
on a widswept moor at 
Balmoral than frolicking 
in the sun.” 

The News of the World 
supplied Mr. A1 Fayed’s 
ex-wife— whom he mar¬ 
ried 11 years ago — with 


his telephone number so 
that she might receive his 
confidences on the rela¬ 
tionship. 

“It's not a fling, it's seri¬ 
ous,” was the verdict 

The paper, which was 
out-bid by tbe Sunday 
Mirror’s 250,000-pound 
($400,000) offer for the 
pictures, made do with a 
Di-Dodi photo-montage 
and a front-page picture 
of him stretched out with 
die head of a short-haired 
blonde on his belly — his 
ex-wife. 

Other papers saw the 
affair with a less indulgent 
eye. 

Prince Charles mean¬ 
while was said by friends 
to find his ex-wife’s 
behaviour “laughable but 
also appalling,” die Sun¬ 
day Times reported 

“Will Diana marry 
Dodi? Will Dodi’s dad, 
supplier of groceries to 
the queen and of bribes to 
the House of Commons, 
get a seat at the royal 
table?” the paper queried. 

Mr. Dodi was reported 
to have flown to Los An¬ 
geles to buy an engage¬ 


ment ring and Princess 
Diana to have cancelled 
all her appointments from 
November. 

The conservative Sun¬ 
day Telegraph said Prin¬ 
cess Diana “might sail 
into danger on the boat of 
a man of dubious reputa¬ 
tion.” 

“His father is involved 
in the cash-for-questions 
scandal, his uncle, Adnan 
Khashoggi, is an arms 
dealer." 

The paper noted that in 
the short time she has 
been involved with Mr. 
Dodi Fayed, Princess 
Diana has quickly taken 
to the world of fast living. 
“Is the mother of the 
future king in danger of 
becoming a fast woman?” 

The paper observed that 
Princess Diana “always 
ends up with second-class 
riff-raff.” 

“Dodi isn’t even very 
good Eurotrash; he’s not a 
Flick or a Thyssen or a 
Bourbon. Besides Dodi Al 
Fayed, Aristotle Onassis 
looks like a prince.” 



Cambodia’s Second Prime Minister Hun Sen (right) and newly appointed First Prime 
Minister Ung Huot (left) walk together at Phnom Penh’s Pochentong Airport Monday 
before their departure for Beijing to meet with King Norodom Sihanouk (Reuter 
photo) 


Indian extremist group stages two 
bomb attacks protesting atomic plant 


MADRAS (AFP) — An 
extremist group Monday 
exploded two bombs in this 
southern Indian city to 
protest against an atomic 
plant being built with 
Russian collaboration, poli¬ 
ce said. 

Police said one person was 
injured in the pre-dawn blast 
at a cultural centre run by the 
Russian consulate while a 
second bomb went off at a 
local election office. 

A little-known extremist 
group, the Tamil People’s 
Liberation Front, claimed 
responsibility in some pam¬ 
phlets saying the blasts 
were in protest against an 
atomic energy plant being 
built near the town of 
Tirunelveli. 

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Muthuvel 


Karunanidhi said security 
services had been put on 
high alert across the sprawl¬ 
ing coastal state of 55 mil¬ 
lion people. 

He said some Tamil 
extremist groups were trying 
to disrupt celebrations mark¬ 
ing India's 50th anni-versary 
of independence Friday, 
Aug. 15. 

Police said there were two 
other bomb explosions 
overnight Sunday in which 
at least 10 people were 
injured. It was not immedi¬ 
ately clear if the earlier 
blasts were linked to the 
Tamil People's Liberation 
Front. 

The from did not specify 
. why it was opposed to the 
Russian plant. But environ¬ 
mentalists have attacked it 
as being environmentally 


unsafe. 

A guard at the Russian 
consulate here was injured 
in the blast police said, 
adding a portion of the 
building had been damaged 
A Russian diplomat in 
New Delhi denied the 
bombing was over the plant 
“I have heard the group 
wanted to protest on the 
50th year of Indian indepen¬ 
dence,” Information'Coun¬ 
sellor Valeri Vladimirov 
said. “Nothing was men¬ 
tioned about the plant” 

K. K. Rajasekharan, police 
chief of the state of Tamil 
Nadu, of which Madras is 
capital told AFP the explo¬ 
sives were “crude contrap¬ 
tions of gelatine sticks.” 

The group claimed res¬ 
ponsibility for a bus bomb 
attack last year. 


Indian army chief says Bangladesh 
could buy Indian military hardware 


DHAKA (AFP) — Indian 
Army Chief General Shan¬ 
kar. Roy Chowdhury has 
said Dhaka-New Delhi mil¬ 
itary ties could be strength¬ 
ened further and Bangla¬ 
desh could buy military 
hardware from its larger 
neighbour, it was reported 
here Monday. 

“Military cooperation to a 
certain extent is already 
there ... But we would like 
to develop this certainly,” he 
was quoted as saying by the 
Daily Star newspaper. 

Gen. Chowdhury. who is 
scheduled to leave for home 
Tuesday at the end of a one 
week goodwill visit, said 
existing cooperation only 
covered training of officers 
in each other's military 
academies. 

“Bangladesh's buying mi¬ 
litary hardware from India 
was also a possibility ... 
there are opportunities be¬ 


cause India has got a very 
large (weapons) industry,” 
Gen. Chowdhury said. 

“So depending on a case 
to case ...it can certainly be 
considered on a government 
to government basis at the 
highest leveL” 

But he added the issue had 
not been discussed between 
the two neighbouring coun¬ 
tries. 

Bangladesh currently gets 
most of its military hard¬ 
ware from China. 

On cross-border insurgen¬ 
cy faced by both Bangla¬ 
desh and India, the army 
chief said the two countries 
were united as “restoring 
peace has been high on our 
agenda ... changed govern¬ 
ment policies have been 
extremely helpful of late.” 

But he hinted problems 
still existed. 

“Peace is also the need of 
the hour as business and 


economy take precedence 
over politics these days... If 
we don’t have peace in our 
region, we won't be able to 
benefit from the opportuni¬ 
ties of regional coopera¬ 
tion” Gen. Chowdhury 
said. 

Gen. Chowdhury held 
talks with Bangladesh Pre¬ 
sident Shahabuddin Ahmed, 
government leaders, Bang¬ 
ladeshi Army Chief Lieute¬ 
nant General Mahbubur 
R ahm an and other senior 
defence officials. 

The official BSS news 
agency said the Bengali- 
speaking Indian army chief 
toured military establish¬ 
ments and his ancestral 
home in southwestern Sat- 
khira district from where his 
family migrated to India 
after the 1947 partition of 
the subcontinent. 


Kenyans urge dialogue after violence 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenyan 
leaders and diplomats 
Sunday urged political dia¬ 
logue to end a stalemate 
after violence rocked the 
country on the day of a 
national strike called to 
press for political reforms. 

President Daniel Arap 
Moi answered mounting 
criticism at the weekend by 
declaring himself a champi¬ 
on of reform and saying he 
wanted speedy changes to 
benefit Kenyans. 

Four people, two of them 
policemen. were killed 
when a strike called by the 
opposition-backed National 
Convention Executive 
Council iNCEC) Friday 
turned violent. The strike 
call attracted only limited 
support, but unruly mobs in 
the capital looted shops and 
set fire to trees in the city 
centre. 

Information Minister 
Johnstone Makati said the 
NCEC had hatched a plot to 
topple Mr. Moi’s govern¬ 
ment with the help of for¬ 
eigners. He did not point a 
finger at specific foreigners. 

“There is strong evidence 
that the NCEC wants to 
cause chaos in the country. 
There is evidence of collu¬ 
sion with outsiders. They 
want to destabilise the 
country and events of 
Friday were a tip of the ice¬ 
berg.” Mr. Mukau said. 

“President Moi is open to 


dialogue and has met 
church leaders in this 
respect. But the NCEC does 
not appear prepared to pur¬ 
sue the path of peace,” Mr. 
Makau added. 

The United States also 
condemned the violence. In 
a statement, the U.S. 
embassy in Nairobi urged 
pro-reform leaders to pur¬ 
sue a path of dialogue to 
solve their problems. It 
added that a tag of violence 
defeated the course of 
democracy. 

The strike put ‘further 
pressure on Mr. Moi’s gov¬ 
ernment. whose reluctance 
to fight graft led to the can¬ 
cellation of a key Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) aid package on July 
31. 

The IMF decision rocked 
Kenya’s equity arid foreign 
currency markets and the 
shilling fell by 18.08 per 
cent to an official all-time., 
low of 70.26 to the dollar. 
Mr. Moi has pledged to 
probe and punish all graft 
and the Finance Ministry 
says it will seek talks with 
the IMF in the hope of get¬ 
ting the aid restored. 

“The opposition must 
avoid the tag of prone-to- 
violence. KANU (the ruling 
Kenya African National 
Union Party) must give up 
its old inflexible ways and 
the national dialogue, 
whose end result will either 


make or break Kenya as we 
know it, must get under 
way,” the Sunday Nation 
newspaper said in an editor¬ 
ial. 

“It is crucial that dialogue, 
once under way, does not 
degenerate into a farce and 
become just one more polit¬ 
ical circus bandying, about 
Kenyans’ most cherished 
hopes and trampling upon 
them,” the editorial added. 

Roman Catholic Archbi¬ 
shop Zacchaeus Okoth, for¬ 
mer chairman of the Kenya 
Episcopal Conference, told 
reporters: “We do not want 
to see a violent country 
where anarchy prevails. All 
interested parties must start 
constitutional talks immedi¬ 
ately to steer Kenyans 
through this difficult peri¬ 
od.” 

Mr. Moi. aged 73 and in 
power since the death of 
founding President Jomo 
Kenyatta in 1978, has man¬ 
aged to divide the fragile 
NCEC by offering limited 
constitutional reforms and 
pledging a full constitution¬ 
al review after elections. 

Official parliamentary op¬ 
position leader Michael 
Kijana Wamalwa and oppo¬ 
sition Ford-Asili Party 
Chairman Kenneth Matiba 
rejected the strike and all 
other NCEC-planned “mass 
actions.” Mr. Wamalwa said 
he wanted dialogue with 
Mr. Moi. 


Over 100 
Chinese 
war victims 
protest in 
Japan 

TOKYO (R) — Over ioq 
C hinese war victims and 
their families filed a law¬ 
suit Monday demanding 
that the Japanese govern 
ment apologise and offer 
compensation for germ 
warfare the Japanese Army 
conducted during World 
Warff. 

The 108 plaintiffs filed 
suit at the Tokyo District 
Court deman din g that the 
Japanese government pay a 
total of 1.08 billion Yen 
($93 million) in damage 
from plagues allegedly set 
off by the Japanese Army 
during World War IL 
“Over 390 died from the 
plague in my village and 
more than 400 bouses were 
burnt down. The Japanese 
government roust acknowl¬ 
edge its war crime and 
apologise,” Wang Jingdi, 
one of tbe plaintiffs, told a 
news conference. 

It was the first lawsuit 
filed against tbe Japanese 
government in relation to 
germ warfare allegedly 
conducted by the Japanese 
Imperial Army during the 
Sino-Japanese War. 

Acting on secret orders 
from Emperor Hirohito, the 
army set up germ warfare 
units code-named 731 and 
100 that conducted experi¬ 
mental surgery on live pris¬ 
oners of war and tested bio¬ 
logical agents on them. 

Research by Japanese 
and Chinese academics 
showed that Unit 731, 
headed by General Shiro 
Ishii, also used airplanes to 
spread fleas carrying bubo¬ 
nic plague and cholera, kil¬ 
ling thousands of Chinese. 

Just before Japan's sur¬ 
render, the unit set free' 
thousands of infected rats 
that caused widespread 
plague in 22 counties of 
Heilongjiang and Jilin pro¬ 
vinces, claiming more than 
20,000 Chinese lives, re¬ 
searchers said. 

“My brother died, my 
uncles and aunts died, even 
our dog died...But the 
Japanese government still 
does not acknowledge this 
historical fact. That is im- 
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The Japanese govern¬ 
ment has not publicly 
acknowledged that it con¬ 
ducted germ warfare dar¬ 
ing World War If. which 
was prohibited under inter¬ 
national law at the time. 

“The heinous crime bas 
not been brought before (a 
court of) justice in the last 
50 years. The government, 
knowing it was a crime, 
concealed the facts all 
these years. That in itself is 
another national crime,’' 
said lawyer Keiichiro Ictai- 
nose, one of the six lawyers 
representing the plaintiffs. 
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bunal in exchange for the 
results of their years of 
research into biological 
and chemical warfare, ac¬ 
cording to research by U.S. 
journalist John W. Powell. 

This immunity meant 
Gen. Ishii and his collea¬ 
gues never appeared in 
court anywhere, and most 
Japanese citizens were 
unaware of the unit's activ¬ 
ities until 1981, when 
author Seiichi Morimura 
exposed tbe unit’s dark his¬ 
tory in his book, “The 
Devil's Gluttony.’' 

In 1992, Japan’s . 

television network NHK -■ .’. Jrs j ' 

obtained and showed co- ? ' _ “fy 

pies of documents stored at / e . c * ne 

the U.S. Army’s Dugway.jJ ^ £nd 

proving ground in Utah 
which proved that the 
United States received d* ... 
unit’s reports after the war. 
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World News 


BELFAST <R) — British 
army troops in Northern 
Ireland swapped battle hel¬ 
mets for soft regimental 
hats Monday in response to 
an easing of security since 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) declared a ceasefire 
on July 20. 

A spokesman for the 
17.000 British troops in the 
province said the step was 
taken "in the light of the 
current assessment of the 
threat to the security forces 
following the declaration of 
the IRA ceasefire .' 1 

It was the latest sign of an 
easing of the tension which 
has held rhe province in its 
grip during 2S years of war 
bv IRA guerrillas against 
British rule. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam said 
in weekend remarks that the 
first two weeks of the IRA 
ceasefire were the most 
incident-free for years, 
despite three murders, one 
of which police suspect was 
sectarian. 

Similar so-called confi¬ 
dence-building measures 


were taken after the IRA 
called its first ceasefire in 
August 1994 but were 
scrapped when the guerril¬ 
las reverted ro violence with 
bomb attacks on the British 
mainland in February 1996. 

But since July 20 there 
have been no IRA bombs or 
artacks on British troops or 
the 12,000-strong Royal 
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) 
police they were sent to pro¬ 
tect more than two decades 
ago. 

Members of the Royal 
Highland Fusiliers wore 
their traditional “tam 
o'shanter" soft hats of khaki 
with a white plume when 
they went on patrol with 
police in the Roman Catho¬ 
lic, Irish Nationalist strong¬ 
hold "of West Belfast Mon¬ 
day. 

1 ■ The RUC has already 
shed customary flak jackets 
and automatic weapons for 
routine patrols, although 
both are in evidence for set- 
piece confrontations such as 
last weekend’s marches by 
pro-British Protestant Loya¬ 
lists and Catholic Nationa¬ 


lists. 

Thousands of heuvily.- 
armed police deployed in 
Belfast and Londonderry at 
rhe weekend behind 
armour-plated jeeps to keep 
a lid on tension and police 
said that apart from minor 
incidents, the events passed 
off peacefully. 

Loyalists clashed briefly 
with Catholics in London¬ 
derry when 12.000 Protes¬ 
tant Apprentice Boy mar¬ 
chers paraded through Nor¬ 
thern Ireland's second city. 

The violence, and a hoax 
bomb alert on a bridge over 
which the parade passed, 
overshadowed what police 
said was a largely peaceful 
march by a key Protestant, 
pro-British Organisation 
through a Catholic, Irish 
Nationalist stronghold. 

Breakaway Loyalist and 
Republican groups remain 
active though and security 
forces have not dropped 
their guard against any 
attempts to wreck multi¬ 
party Northern Ireland 
peace talks which start on 
Sept. 15. 


Tanzania, former Zaire to 


formalise refugee accord 


KIGOMA (AFP) — Tan¬ 
zania and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
will soon seal an accord to 
allow thousands of refugees 
to return home to the former 
Zaire, the U.N. refugee 
agency said Monday. 

“We want to obtain assur¬ 
ances from Kinshasa that 
the refugees will be safe,” 
said Bushra Halepota, the 
director of the office of the 
LIN. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (LTNHCR) in 
Kosuru. northwestern Tan¬ 
zania. 

She said an agreement 
reached in principle bet¬ 
ween Tanzanian President 
Benjamin Mkapa and DRC 
President Laurent Kabila, 
who met in Kinshasa on Ju¬ 
ly 27, would be formalised 
by the end of the month. 

Thousands of the some 
75.000 refugees staying in 


two remote camps m west¬ 
ern Tanzania — 40,000 in 
Nyarugusu and 35.000 in 
Lugufu — are eager to 
return home. 

The first candidates 
signed up for voluntary 
repatriation in May. but the 
UNHCR and Tanzanian 
authorities were not confi¬ 
dent in the security condi¬ 
tions in DRC. where Mr. 
Kabila's forces have been 
accused of systematically 
killing Rwandan Hutu refu¬ 
gees in the east of the coun¬ 
try. 

Many Zaireans living in 
the eastern town of Uvira 
fled to Tanzania with the 
anival of Mr. Kabila's re¬ 
bels, who began their ulti¬ 
mately successful campaign 
to oust President Mobufu 
Sese Seko in the area. 

Many of the refugees fled 
relatively affluent lives as 


doctors, civil servants and 
merchants, and now find 
themselves living in a rocky 
wasteland, in small mud 
huts with plastic tarps over¬ 
head. and complaining of 
inadequate sanitary condi¬ 
tions. 

At the UNHCR office in 
Lugufu. refugees were de¬ 
manding an explanation for 
the delay. 

“We are waiting for the 
repatriation. We know that 
Mkapa and Kabila have met 
and that the meeting was 
positive. But nothing is hap¬ 
pening. We are yearning to 
go home to rebuild our 
country." said a refugee 
who identified himself only 
as Wilson. 

■'We're far from every¬ 
thing here.” said another 
refugee. Francis, a former 
hospital technician. “Most 
of my colleagues in the civil 


service have already gone 
back. They couldn’t stand 
being stuck here, isolated 
from everything.” 

An aid worker said; “No 
one wants anything to do 
with Lugufu. Even the local 
people won’t go there. 
There's nothing you can do 
there." He added; “Imagine 
asking Zairean urbanites to 
live like peasants.” 

The UNHCR wants to 
oversee the repatriation 
closely. "We want to avoid 
that some people get lost or 
that some women be raped,” 
Ms. Halepota said. “There 
is a tot of assistance - to be 
provided here and on the 
other side” of the border. 

Tanzania is host to anoth¬ 
er 230.000 refugees, from 
Burundi's ongoing civil 
war. They are also awaiting 
assurances of an improved 
security situation at home. 


Last Italian peacekeeping troops leave Albania 


ROME (AFP; — The last 
Italian peacekeeping troops 
left Albania on Monday, 
Italian military sources said. 

General Luciano Forlani. 
commander of the multi¬ 
national protection force 
which has been in the coun¬ 
try since April 15, flew to 
Milan with 23 soldiers. 

At its peak the force num¬ 
bered 7,500 soldiers, of 
whom 3.700 were Italian. 

It successfully ensured the 
delivery of foreign aid and 


kept main roads in the 
strife-hit country open. 

Troops also protected for¬ 
eign observers to the parlia¬ 
mentary elections held June 
29, which saw a left-wing 
government and president 
returned to power. 

The international commu¬ 
nity sent the peace keepers 
in after months of civil dis¬ 
order on condition that the 
Albanian authorities contin¬ 
ued to uphold democracy 
.and human rights. 


Nine Italian officers, un¬ 
der the command of Gene¬ 
ral Luigi Cantone, remain in 
Albania to give technical 
assistance to the Albanian 
military. 

Albania has been wracked 
by lawlessness and gang 
warfare since an armed 
uprising in March sparked 
by violenr anti government 
protests over the collapse of 
Bogus get-rich-quick inves¬ 
tment schemes. 

During the violence Al¬ 


bania’s police force was 
totally overwhelmed by the 
unrest as thousands of peo¬ 
ple broke into military bar¬ 
racks and stole an estimated 
one million weapons and 
tonnes of ammunition. 

An estimated one million 
weapons remain in the 
hands of the population. 

Up to 1,800 people have 
died in the last five months 
in clashes between rival 
groups. 


Six freeze to death in Peru snowstorm 


PERU (AFP) — Six people froze to death Sunday inside 
vehicles trapped on roads covered in as much as two metres 
of snow, civil defence officials told AFP. 

At least 800 people in some 50 vehicles were still trapped 
on roads that have been battered by a violent snowstorm for 
four days, and were asking officials ro send helicopters to 
rescue them. 

Officials said that buses, cars and trucks have been 
trapped since dawn Thursday by heavy snows on a stretch 
of the Puquio-Abancay Highway, some 840 kilometres 
from Lima and some 3.800 metres above sea level. 

Civil Defence Sub-Commander Andres Salazar told AFP 
that four people died early Sunday and two more died later 


in the day due to the extreme cold, which he estimated at 
minus 10 degrees Celsius. 

Mr. Salazar asked the air force to immediately send air¬ 
craft to evacuate the children, women and elderly who were 
trapped in the area. 

“In the meantime, for God’s sake, we want the authorities 
to also send as soon as possible medicine, food and blan¬ 
kets." one of the victims said in a radio transmission. 

From Lima authorities were preparing late Sunday to 
send out bulldozers and heavy earth moving equipment to 
the area to help dear the roads. They were also coordinat¬ 
ing w ith mines in the area to borrow their heavy vehicles. 
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Tajik soldiers loyal to President Imomali Rakhmoaov take their position eight kilometres sooth of the capital 
Dushanbe. The fighting between presidential troops and a mutinous government commander comes only weeks 
after Mr. Rakhmonov signed a peace agreement with armed Islamic opposition guerrillas, who play no rote in the 
current unrest, aimed at ending a four-year civil war in the country (Reuter photo) 

U.K. army swap hats for helmets after IRA truce 


A 16-year-old Catholic 
boy was beaten to death and 
dumped in a field last 
month in.what police fear 
may have been a sectarian 
attack. Several people have 
been charged. 

The Loyalist Volunteer 
Force (LVF), a rogue group 
which is not observing an 
October 1994 Loyalist 
ceasefire,-said in a weekend 
statement that it would 
bomb Ireland to thwart what 
it called attempts to end 
Northern Ireland's British 
status. 

Police believe the LVF 
was responsible for a string 
of bomb attacks against 
Sinn Fein, die IRA’s politi¬ 
cal wing, and an attempt to 
bomb the border town of 
Dundalk in June. 

Breakway - IRA splinter 
groups such as the Irish 
National Liberation Army 
(TNLA) and Continuity 
Army Council (CAC) say 
they will continue their 
guerrilla war and oppose 
any attempts to negotiate a 
settlement that falls short of 
the united Ireland both seek. 
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LEUR, TAJIKISTAN (R> 
— Troops loyal to Tajik 
President Imomali. Rakh¬ 
monov dashed with a muti¬ 
nous government comman¬ 
der south of Dushanbe 
Monday, using artillery and 
Grad rockets. / 

Near the village of Leur, 
about IS km south of the 
Tajik capital, puffs of 
smoke lifted off the crest of 
a parched mountainside as 
Mr. Rakhmonov's 

Presiden-tial Guard fired 
shells and rockets every 
few minutes at forces under 
maverick Colonel 

Makhmud Khudo- 

yberdyev. 

“It was quiet overnight 
but we started fighting at 
about 830 am” said a tired, 
unshaven commander' in 
charge of a ragged collec¬ 
tion of soldiers on the re¬ 
public’s main southern 
road. 

His men, wearing a con¬ 
fusing collection of uni¬ 
forms, lounged under trees 


Floods in 
southern 
China 
kill 300 


BELTING (AFP) — Hooding 
last month in the southern 
Chinese province of Yunnan 
killed more than 300 people 
and left more than 18,000 
injured, accor-ding to a 
report seen here Monday. 

The figure, published in die 
Yunnan Daily on Aug. 7,' 
effectively doubles the 
reported death toll in summer 
flooding across southern and 
southeastern Chf-na. 

The newspaper said al¬ 
most 25 million people 
across 17 prefectures had 
been affected by the floods 
that lasted from June 20 to 
July 23. The precise number 
of dead was put at 301 with 
18300 injured. 

Nearly 120,000 houses col¬ 
lapsed and 780,000 hectares 
of farmland were inundated 
as rivers and reservoirs in the 
province broke their banks. 
Pre-vious reports had pul the 
number of. summer flood 
deaths in Guangdong, 
Guangxi, Fujian, Jiangxi and 
Zhejiang provinces at just 
over 300. None of the reports 
bad mentioned fa-tali ties in 
Yunnan. Warning that the 
devastation would seriously 
deplete the au-tumn grain 
harvest, Yun-nan Doily said < 
the direct economic losses 
had been estimated at 83 bil¬ 
lion yuan (31 billion). 

Irrigation systems have 
also -been completely des¬ 
troyed by the rising waters. 

The new figures, which 
were released by the pro-vin- 
cial government during a 
top-level meeting on Aug. 6 , 
make Yunnan far and away 
tile worst-hit province of all 
those repor-ting flood dam¬ 
age. 

Troops have been mo¬ 
bilised to help local residents 
with mopping-up and relief 
efforts and the provincial 
leaders pledged that anti- 
flood work would be given 
top priori^. 

However, relief work has 
been hampered by the fan 
that flooding has seriously 
disrupted transport systems 
in the province. 

Officials from the Inter- ! 
national Federation of Red ' 
cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, who recently visit¬ 
ed other badly-hit pro¬ 
vinces. described scenes of 
total devastation in isolated 
areas where whole villages 
had been virtually washed 
away by flash floods. 

The damage across the 
southern region has left local- 
officials struggling to cope 
with the logistical nightmare 
of sheltering tens of thou¬ 
sands of fami-les whose 
homes were des-troyed. 

So far; however; the Chi¬ 
nese authorities have re-port¬ 
ed no outbreaks of wa-ter- 
borae epidemics as a result 
of the flooding. 


and toyed!with their rifiesl 

A couple of - kilometres 
from their position, hidden 
behind trees near a rivet, a 
sickening roar announced 
the departure of a -Grad 
rocket 

An elderly Tajik in a 
faded indigo skiin-cap, sit¬ 
ting by the side ejf the road, 
did not wince as a single 
shell returned by Col. 
Khudoy-berdyev's troops 
exploded in the fields 
behind him . 

- “We’re bringing in the 
harvest as normal,” he said. 
The road was closed to 
civilian traffic but peasants 
gathered in hay and red, 
yellow and green peppers. 

Fighting broke out in 
Dushanbe Saturday but 
died down Sunday -after 
forces under Tajik Interior 
Minis-try - Commander 
Sukhrob Kasimov seized a 
northern district from a 
rival warlord, Yakub 
Salimov. 

Civilians and private 


transport, were back on the 

- city’s streets Monday and 
shops were open. 

Col. ... ' -Khudoyberdyev 

- moved his' farces . towards 
Dushanbe 'Saturday from 
his base.in Kurgan Tyube, 
in-the sbuth of the former 
Soviet republic, to aid Mr. 
Salimov.. . 

■Tbe . commander of an 
elite government armoured 
brigade. CoL Khudoyberd- 
yey has seized upon unrest 
in Dushanbe to advance his 
. own, as yet unclear; politi¬ 
cal ambitions. 

Russian military sources' 
said armed “volunteers ” 
whom they see as support¬ 
ing Col.‘ Khudoyberdyev, 
also clashed with the Ptesi- 


• rent unrest —aimed at endr 
. ing a four-year devil war 111 
' the country. 

•War in the - mountainous 
Central Asian state of 5.7 
■million has seen it carved 
up into independent fief- 
doms under the control of a 
■ bewildering array of armed 
- groups, much like those in 
neighbouring -Afghanistan. 

Western observers see the 

20,000 Russian poops in 
; the republic, who carry out 
j peacekeeping duties and 
guard the frontiers, as the 

• main guarantee of the em- 
■ battled president’s survival. 
*- The Russian troops have 

sofar only established extra 


deotial Guard arbundShak-^ 

rinav, "22 km .west: of Du- Mr. Rakhmonov s spotes- 


shanbe. . - 
Tbe. fighting, comes just - 
weeks altar Ml Rakhmo¬ 
nov-signed a peace agree¬ 
ment, with armed Islamist 
opposition guerrillas . — 
who play no role in the car¬ 


man told Reuters they had 
hot been asked for assis¬ 
tance. 

‘The’question of asking 
for Russian help is not 
being considered,'" Zafar 
Saidov said by telephone. 


South AMca’s truth commission 
studies new evidence in Hani probe 


PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
truth commission hearing 
to consider amnesty for 
the right-wing killers of. 
South African Communist 
leader Chris Hani was 
delayed a few hours 
Monday to allow the 
examination of newly subr 
mined documents. 

Early Monday, the Hani 
family lawyer, George 
Bizos, submitted hew doc¬ 
uments to the Truth and 
Reconciliation \ 
Commission and - to »the 
^■Lawyers- ■ representing 
Janusz Walus and Clive 
Derby Lewis at Pretoria’s 
city hall, prompting the 
commission to delay the 
bearing to the afternoon. 

The much-awaited hear- 
. ing had already been post¬ 
poned OQce, on June 23, at 
rhe request of Mr. Bizos, 
who sought more time to 
prepare a case against the 
amnesty bid. 

Mr. Bizos would not say . 
whether the documents 
contained new elements 
implicating apartheid-era 
-leaders in the killing. 
‘That may be. You will 
just have to wait and see,” 
Mr. Bizos said. 

Mr. Walus and Mr. 
Derby Lewis, who were 
both given life sentences 
for the Hani murder, put 
in a bid for amnesty soon 
after the truth panel began 


. work in April 1996.. 

They were initially sen- ■ 
fenced to death in 1994,: 
but their sentences were 
commuted " after. capital 
punishment was suspend¬ 
ed.- . ' . 

The truth body, headed 
by Nobel. Peace. Laureate- 
Archbishop . Desmond 
Tutu, can grant pardons to. ; 
perpetrators-of politically -. 
- motivated acts.. 

UnproVen theories have, 
circulated since the April 
• *1993f .killing :that .’it was 
-masterminded , .by .tbe 
‘apartheid government 1 still - 
in power, or that some of 
Ham’s own allies in the 
now-ruling African Natio¬ 
nal Congress (ANC) were 
involved. . 

The murder of HanL one j 
of South ' Africa’s most : 
popular crusaders -against 
apartheid, nearly sparked 
a race war in the turbulent 
period before the historic 
April. 1994 all-race elec¬ 
tions. 

Witnesses- - saw; . Mr._- 
Walus, . a Polish.. immi¬ 
grant. shooting Hani at 
pointblank range outside 
his .. home .'in a. 
Johannesburg suburb. .Mr. 
Derby Lewis, a Conserva¬ 
tive Party MP, had provid¬ 
ed the murder weapon. 

Mr. Derby . Lewis’s 
brother Gerald, said; “If 
Clive was a leading mem¬ 


ber . of the Conservative 
Party and be. was an MP 
and a member of the 
party’s r 7 Presiden-tial 
Council, if he : says the 
party. ordered the killing 
then that is what hap¬ 
pened.” 

.-, The party itself, which 
now has a few hundred 
adherents opposed; to 
South Africa's inulti- 
_racial government, has 
distanced it-self from Mr. 
Derby Lewis. - ■; 

Hani’s : • family,- the 
Co mmunis t Party had the 
-ruling African National 
' Congress,. 7 . represetited 

- jointly. ; before the itnith 
commission, are staunchly 
opposed: to amnesty"; for. 
the killers, regardless of 
whether they were com- 

- missioned " - 

Some analysts have 
speculated ' that some 
Conser-vative political 
elements wished Hani 
dead-.for"oppo-sing con¬ 
cessions, to the then white 
minority government dar¬ 
ing-pre-election constitu¬ 
tion negotiations.. 

The Communist leader 
was involved in the nego¬ 
tiations . for ; a .peaceful 
transition to. power and 
had' re-nounced violence, 
Mr. Bizos noted. - 
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Voter deciding to vote 

THE GOVERNMENT of Abdul Salaxn Majali is 
trying hard to extend an olive branch to the 
opposition parties which are calling for a nation¬ 
al boycott of the November 4 general elections. 
The prime minister emerged from Sunday’s 
Cabinet meeting, convened to examine the 
preparatory work for the parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, declaring that his government will contin¬ 
ue to seek a dialogue with the opposition and will 
take every step to ensure fair and free elections. 
Dr. Majali went out of his way to assure the peo¬ 
ple that the government represents all 
Jordanians and does not favour one party, 
including the National Constitutional Party, 
over other parties. 

The opposition, which includes an array of dif¬ 
ferent political though! and ideology, ranges 
from the Islamic Action Front, A1 Mustkbal and 
the Jordan Arab Constitutional Front to the 
National Action Front, the Jordan’s People’s 
Democratic Party (HASD) and A! Ansar. These 
have already decided against taking part in the 
elections. Other opposition parties which encom¬ 
pass no less than five other factions have appar¬ 
ently kept their options open for the time being 
pending the resolution of their demands. A side 
effect of this pre-election electioneering might 
well have been that voters and potential voters 
may have thought twice about showing up at the 
polls. Instead of concentrating on issues and can¬ 
didates, the 1,737,000 eligible voters could have 
allowed themselves to be embroiled in the who’s 
running-who’s not r unning game. 

But judging from government reports, voter 
registration is proceeding on a healthy scale. 
Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid Sunday con¬ 
firmed that “the number of persons registering 
to vote has exceeded all expectations.” 
Translated into real terms, it seems that 
Jordanians are casting their lot in greater num¬ 
bers than anticipated in favour of affirmative 
action on D day. The minister also revealed that 
no less than 146,000 new voters have registered, 
and thus support positive participation in the 
next elections. 

Even though we continue to believe that most if 
not all of the grievances of the opposition are 
genuine and worthy of consideration, we still 
support the call for a positive participation in the 
elections. If Jordanians opt to stay away from 
the voting stations until perfect conditions pre¬ 
vail, then there will never be an occasion or 
opportunity to remedy whatever shortcomings 
that may still exist It is one thing to openly 
declare the substantive points of view that need 
redress and quite another to stay on the sidelines 
and wait for a miracle to happen. Any meaning¬ 
ful dialogue is by nature a process that cannot be 
expected to be completed in a one-shot attempt 
That is why we still continue to believe that the 
best way to deal with all the real issues troubling 
voters of all views is to go to the ballot boxes on 
election day and vote for the candidate who is 
committed to the desired changes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra'i hailed a recent call by Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Naahhyan, president of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), who has urged Arab countries to take 
a united stand and stop the repression against the 
Palestinians and end the sanctions on Iraq. Sultan Hattab 
said that while the Zionists are attacking the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple, the Iraqis continue to suffer at die hands of the United 
States and of nations imposing sanctions on Iraq. Sheikh 
Zayed has called on the Arabs to end their subjugation to the 
foreign domination and the oppressors who are causing suf¬ 
fering to the Arab people of Palestine and Iraq, and to put an 
end to the continued Israeli arrogance and the Israeli mea¬ 
sures that tend to starve and annihilate the Palestinians, said 
the writer. It is time for the Arab leaders to follow the exam¬ 
ple of tbe U.AE president, not only in condemning the con¬ 
tinuation of the present repression exercised on die Iraqis 
and the Palestinians but also in taking steps to end die 
oppressed people’s sufferings, urged the writer. He said that 
die time has come for die Arabs to rally to the help of their 
brothers and sisters in Palestine and Iraq and put an end to 
Injustice, stressing that Sheikh Zayed ’5 call should reach the 
conscience of all Arabs and trigger positive action in 
defence of national interests. 

A WRITER for Al Dust our expressed concern that the 
Jordanian women are not doing enough 10 project women 
candidates for the 13th parliament. Khawla Abdul Hadi said 
that the elections are less than three months away but 
women unions, which have been attending seminars and 
meetings to pool their efforts in support of women candi¬ 
dates. have not yet embarked on meaningful steps to put 
their ideas into facts and help women candidates by deed 
rather than word to reach Parliament. Die writer said that 
without women support for women candidates, they have a 
slim chance of winning seats. She sa id women unions can 
launch nationwide campaigns to explain to die public die 
ideas and the programmes of their candidates when they are 
elected to Parliament She said that women candidates in 
general do not have as good a chance as men in the Arab 
society and they more often than not lack funds to financ e 
their election campaigns and hence they require women 
unions' assistance in this regard. 


A View from the Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Dennis Ross’ continuing journey, 

I, ■ 

from Entertainment to balance 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — The idea that American media¬ 
tion via Dennis Ross and Co. can or will make a signifi¬ 
cant breakthrough in the troubled Israeli-Palestinian 
peace-making process is rather illusory, a feeling that is 
quickly co nfir med by a visit to the American capital. 
Several thin gs quickly become obvious here vis-5-vis 
Arab-Israeli peace making. 

The first is that the whole process has become almost 
peripheral to American (and Western) strategic interests. 
The Middle East, with its traditional modern focus on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, is no longer as troubling or as impor¬ 
tant to the West as it was a decade or two ago. Bill 
Clinton’s orchestration of the Sharm Al Sheikh anti-terror 
photo opportunity summit last year was tbe culmination of 
this trend — a sign that from now on the Middle East gets 
symbolic, rather than substantive, attention from the 
world’s powers. Today, we get only Dennis Ross, down¬ 
graded from frequent to occasional traveller to the Middle 
East. 

There is a dear, direct and unavoidable relationship 
among the three routinely recurring events in the last 13 
months, since the Netanyahu government took office in 
Israel: a) heightened hardline rhetoric and actions by the 
Israeli government on key issues like Jewish settlements 
and Jerusalem, b) acts of violence against Israelis by 
Palestinians and ocher Arabs, and, c) diplomatic shuttles 
by Dennis Ross. 

We would do well to better understand the meaning of 
this troubling triad, rather than merely perpetuating it 
without addressing its central, causa] forces. 

The second obvious point is that the inherent pro-Israeli 
imbalance in the Oslo process is perfectly acceptable to 
tire United States. The harsh tone and provocative policies 
of the Netanyahu government in Israel are new realities 
that must be accommodated in the diplomatic equation 
and, therefore, in the future of the region; this is the logi¬ 
cal conclusion that one derives here from an analysis of the 
actions and policies of tbe U.S. government It seems that 
the status quo in the Middle East with its bombs and ten¬ 
sions, is more annoying than threatening from the 
American perspective. It demands a more sustained but 
not much deeper or more meaningful version of last year’s 
Sharm Al Sheikh entertainment spectacle. So, we get 
Dennis Ross, with, the promise of a possible personal 
appearance by the one and only Madeleine Albright if 


things go well this week and next This is not a sign of 
American seriousness about tbe gravity of tbe Arab-Israeli 
situation; it is a sign of American nonchalance, which in 
turn accurately reflects tbe low diplomatic and strategic 
priority that the Arab-Israeli question has in American and 
most Western calculations of national interest 

“The Oslo process was initially 
launched because both sides saw it as 
offering diem meaningful national 
gains, in return for significant conces¬ 
sions to the other side . The process has 
stalled because die symmetry of diplo¬ 
matic benefits has ended, and the bal¬ 
ance sheet of priority actions has shifted 
towards the Israeli side ” 


Tbe Oslo process that has now stalled for nearly half a 
year will be revived in the coining weeks and months, but 
it is unlikely to move much further if die current imbal¬ 
ances in the process itself remain intact The primary 
imbalance, which we have seen manifested, yet again, dur¬ 
ing this latest crisis, is that the Oslo process holds 
Palestinian national rights hostage to tbe priority achieve¬ 
ment of Israeli rights, mainly the Israeli rights to recogni¬ 
tion and security. In the wake of the Netanyahu govern¬ 
ment’s hardline policies and the American government’s 
nonchalance, the Oslo process, has been collectively inter¬ 
preted by its non-Arab participants primarily as a means of 
.assuring Israel's political and economic acceptance in the 
region and its physical security. These are reasonable and 
logical goals that must be achieved, but they cannot be the 
sole or prerequisite goals of the process, leaving tbe 
achievement of Palestinian national rights and other Arab 
states' rights as a possible future spinoff or accessory to 
Israel's national rights. 

Moving directly to tbe final status issues in the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks, as the United States has just suggested, 
will magnify rather than overcome this fundamental 


imbalance. If the principal parties to the peace-making 
process do not quickly redress the political imbalances thy 
have become so obvious and so destructive, the cuneot 
cycle of extremism, stalemate and violence will inevitably 
transform itself again into prolonged warfare. The bombs 
in Israel will increase, not decrease, as many of us in the 
Arab World have said for many years. The most troubling 
and unfair unbalance is the approach that seeks to guaran¬ 
tee Israeli rights and security while offering the 
Palestinians only the possibility of achieving some of their 
rights as a delayed reward for their good behaviour. 

Those who continue to bomb Israeli civilians do so more 
out of asense of deep indignity and despair than out of any 
inherent desire.to kill Israelis or Jews. Many in Israel and 
the United States would like to maintain tbe focus of the 
peace-malting discussions on the question of Arab tenor 
and Israeli security. Those are two important issues that 
must be resolved to the satisfaction of all, in accordance 
with international law. But they are only two out of many 
other core issues that have to be addressed and resolved, 
including the issues of Palestinian national rights, the sta¬ 
tus of the Palestinian refugees, the sovereign territorial 
rights of Syria and Lebanon, and other such issues. 

If Dennis Ross plans to spend most of his time this week 
convincing Yasser Arafat of the urgent need to curb 
Palestinian terror against Israelis, his mission will only 
deepen the rut in which the peace-making process has got 
stuck. The Oslo process was initially launched because 
both sides saw it as offering them meaningful national 
gains, in return for significant concessions to the other 
side. The process has stalled because the symmetry of 
diplomatic benefits has ended, and the balance sheet of 
priority actions has shifted towards the Israeli side. The 
terror bombings against Israelis must stop; the terror of 
Israeli settlements and national disenfranchisement of the 
Palestinians must also stop. 

Would-be mediators who aspire to more than diplomatic 
theatre or hallucinogenics should, focus on achieving bal¬ 
anced, meaningful and simultaneous gains for both sides, 
rather than rushing to respond to the understandable con¬ 
cerns of one side. This is the difference between a peace 
process designed to achieve lasting and fair peace, and a 
television spectacle designed to make you feel good for a 
few moments. In this city, the difference is often hard to 
spot 


‘The guns may be silent at the moment 
but the war goes on by other means ’ 


By G. H. Jansen 

THIS WEEKEND, through 
its envoy Dennis Ross, the 
U.S. will exert tremendous 
pressure on die Palestinians 
in an effort to relaunch the 
moribund peace process. But 
(he pressure already being 
exerted on the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
may be too much and do 
irreparable harm to the 
Palestinian leadership in tbe 
absence of s imilar pressure 
on Israel, the source of all the 
difficulties the peace process 
is now facing. 

The suicide bombers who 
devastated a west Jerusalem 
market on July 30, killing a 
dozen Israelis and wounding 
170, piled an almost unbear¬ 
able weight of pressure on 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. For at tbe very 
moment the two bombs 
exploded in the Mahane 
Yehuda market. Arafat was 
being squeezed from three 
directions to resume the 
peace process on terms 
acceptable to Israel and 
counter-squeezed by the 
Higher Committee of his 
own Fateh movement to 
resume only if Israel freezes 
settlement activity and agrees 
to implement the provisions 
of the Oslo accords. At the 
same time, Arafat was being 
pressed harder than ever by 
his own people and by their 
parliament to clean up cor¬ 
ruption and inefficiency in 
his own government. 


The first of die parties pres¬ 
suring Arafat is, of course, 
Israel which wants to resume 
political negotiations, partic¬ 
ularly on tbe fundamental 
“final status” issues of 
Jerusalem, refugees, settle¬ 
ments and borders. But Israel 
wants to do so without any 
strings attached. That is, 
without delivering on the 
commitments the previous 
Labour government made 
when it signed the two Oslo 
accords providing for the 
five-year period of self-rule, 
Israeli withdrawal and nego¬ 
tiations on “final status.” The 
aim of Israel's game is to get 
the Palestinians to the table 
and compel them to accept 
tbe diktat of die Netanyahu 
government which has made 
it clear it does not expect to 
tum over more than 40 per 
cent of the West Bank to the 
PNA Such an offer is com¬ 
pletely unacceptable to the 
PNA and the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. 

In addition, as a result of 
the Mahane Yehuda bomb¬ 
ing, Israel is de manding, 
once again, that Arafat exert 
what it considers “100 per 
cent effort'’ against “terror- 
. ism” before negotiations can 
resume. And until he agrees 
to this demand, Israel will 
seal off tbe Palestinian 
enclaves, block Palestinians 
from their jobs in Israel and 
refuse to pay the PNA what it 
owes in taxes collected from 
Palestinians. The Palestinians 
are once again under siege. 


The second pressuring 
party is the U.S. which is, 
reportedly, prepared to 
request Israel to freeze settle¬ 
ment activity (either at the 
controversial Jabal Abu 
Ghnehn/Har Homa site or 
throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza) for six months, to 
implement certain confi¬ 
dence-building provisions of 
tbe Oslo accords and proceed 
with the second West Bank 
redeployment if Arafat 
resumes high-level security 
cooperation with the Israeli 
general security services, 
suspended since March when 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu ordered construc¬ 
tion to begin at the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim settlement On the 
surface, this looks like a good 
deal for foe Palestinians. But 
it is not certain bow for foe 
Clinton administration is pre¬ 
pared to go to ensure that 
Israel will do all the things 
Washington plans to promise 
on its behalf. Netanyahu has 
already said no to foe settle- 
meat freeze, without which 
there can be no full scale 
resumption of talks! And all 
the more so after the Mahane 
Yehuda bombing for two 
mysterious Palestinians have 
laid down their lives to 
protest the present situation 
of their people. 

As a way to exert pressure 
on foe PNA Congress went 
on vacation without approv¬ 
ing funding or the continued 
operation of the PNA’s repre¬ 
sentation in the U.S. capital. 


The third party is Egypt 
which has been trying to gain 
credit with Washington by 
asserting itself as a mediator 
between Palestinians and 
Israel. Last week’s pre-bomb 
success of a modest agree¬ 
ment to resume talking at foe 
level of three committees 
was due to the Egyptian 
effort These meetings have 
now been suspended, but 
Egypt is certain to begin 
nudging Arafat towards 
agreeing to resume without 
getting any quid pro quo 
from Israel. 

Against these three power¬ 
ful parties is people’s power. 
The Fateh Higher 
Committee, led by Marwan 
Barghoutfai, is Arafat's base 
of popular power in the West 
Bank. This group met in May 
in the village of Beit Sahur, 
near Bethlehem, and took a 
decision to oppose any return 
to full-scale negotiations 
with Israel until settlement 
activity is halted and Israel 
begins to implement foe Oslo 
accords. Although Arafat 
has, on several occasions, 
attempted to evade this popu¬ 
lar edict by agreeing to 
reopen talks on subsidiary 
issues, with the aim of mov¬ 
ing on to the fundamentals, 
he has not challenged the 
Fateh decision. Also, Fateh, 
foe largest faction in parlia¬ 
ment, was behind the 
Legislative Council report 
which condemned corruption 
in Arafat’s cabinet and 
demanded the resignation of 


all his ministers. Arafat 
responded to the report by 
saying be would consider the 
report; a major cabinet 
reshuffle is expected. 

Perhaps for foe first time 
since the Oslo process was 
launched in September 1993 
Arafat has found himself 
responding more to his own 
people than to foe powerful 
outsiders who control the 
lives of the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and 
determine foe destiny of the 
entire Palestinian state. 
Adversity piled upon adver¬ 
sity has made Arafat and his 
people desperate and defiant. 
The head of Palestinian secu¬ 
rity in foe Gaza Strip, 
Mohammad Dahl an, took a 
particularly defiant line when 
Netanyahu threatened to 
reoccupy foe Palestinian 
enclaves to prevent further 
attacks on Israelis. Dahl an 
stated: “The Palestinian peo¬ 
ple parted from the occupy¬ 
ing forces with flowers and 
olive branches, but (the 
Palestinians) will not receive 
them that way if the IDF 
(Israel army) comes back 
into the (liberated) territo¬ 
ries.” And Dahlan, who 
speaks for Arafat himself, 
declared that foe PNA would 
'not resume full-scale security 
cooperation as long as the 
Israelis impose “closure” on 
foe Palestinian enclaves. 

Palestinian Minister of 
Higher. Education Hanan 
Ashrawi explained why 
Dahlan has adopted such a 


tough line. She said that .the 
Netanyahu government had 
put the Pales tinians into an 
impossible situation, with no 
place to turn but to violence. 
“The back of the entire peo¬ 
ple is up against foe wall," 
she asserted. Arafat has 
turned to foe U.S., Europe, 
the United Nations, tbe Non- 
Aligned and individual 
European capitals for suc¬ 
cour and relief — but to no 
effect 

He and his people, said Dr. 
Ashrawi, are “cornered” in 
tiny enclaves where the stan¬ 
dard of living has fallen by 
25 per cent this year, where 
there is 60 per cent unem¬ 
ployment and 100 per cent 
despair. This is a mistake, Dt 
Ashrawi stated. And not sim¬ 
ply because of foe violence 
bred of despair. But because 
Arafat has a long history of 
being cornered in very diffi¬ 
cult and dangerous situations 
and he is at his very best as a 
liberation leader during times 
of siege. Siege empowers 
him to rally his people and 
direct their energies. This is 
why this past week Arafat 
invoked foe spirit of the bat¬ 
tles of Karameh (1968) and 
of Beirut (1982) when call¬ 
ing upon his people to rally 
against pressure and siege. 
The guns may be silent at the 
moment but foe war goes 00 
by other means, by political 
and diplomatic means. 



Journalists who risk death to challenge the culture of silence 


By Anthony Lewis 

GUATEMALA CITY — In 
foe last 10 years, 173 Latin 
American reporters, photog¬ 
raphers, columnists and edi¬ 
tors have been murdered. 
They were not covering wars 
or something else that might 
be considered hazardous 
duty. They were just doing 
their ordinary job: trying to 
publish the truth. 

The chilling thing about 
those murders is that almost 
none of them have been 
solved. Official corruption, 
indifference and threats have 
prevented serious investiga¬ 
tions. 

That grim record was the 
subject of a conference put 
on in Guatemala City last 
week by the Inter-American 
Press Association. Hundreds 
of journalists, lawyers, politi¬ 


cal figures and others met to 
call for an end to unpunished 
crimes against journalists. 

What made the conference 
remarkable was testimony 
about the victims. Widows, 
colleagues and others told 
about their lives and deaths. 

Jorge Carpio Nicolle, a 
leading Guatemalan editor, 
died when 30 hooded men 
ambushed his car on a remote 
country road on July 3,1993. 
“They asked if he was Jorge 
Carpio,” his widow Marta 
Arrivillaga de Carpio, said. 
“Then they shot him. My 
husband fell in my arms." 

Mrs. Carpio, who has taken 
over as editor of the newspa¬ 
per El Grdfico, said those 
who ordered the killing 
remain unknown. The police 

official in charge of tbe inves¬ 
tigation was murdered, evi¬ 
dence destroyed — and all 


this at a time when Jorge 
Carpio’s cousin was presi¬ 
dent of Guatemala. 

Violets Chamorro, foe for¬ 
mer president of Nicaragua, 
spoke of the 1978 murder of 
her husband, Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, an editor who 
opposed foe Somoza dicta¬ 
torship. He and the others 
who died, she said, “could 
have had a safe lifestyle — 

but they had a commitment 
to truth.” 

Many in the conference 


Irma Flaquer Azurdia, a 
Guatemalan ’ newspaper 
columnist, was kidnapped in 
1980. Her sister, Arabella 
Flaquer; told how the family 
bad been warned not to 
investigate her disappear¬ 
ance. 

T have been condemned,” 

she said, “to the torment of 
not knowing bow Inna died.” 

The focus was on cases 
from Mexico, Guatemala and 
Colombia. But others were 
mentioned, not only in Latin 


“A people without information is a 
dead people.” 


hall had suffered experiences 
that were painful even to hear 
described. An Argentine edi¬ 
tor's 2-year-old son was kid¬ 
napped during that country’s 
dirty war, and never found. 


America but in Russia, 
Algeria, India and elsewhere. 

In most cases the suspicion 
is that government officials 
or military elements were 
behind the murders; tbe vic¬ 


tims had often spoken out 
against official crimes and 
abuses. In Colombia, drug 
lords targeted foe press, and 
drug traffickers working with 
corrupt officials seem to be 
doipg foe same in Mexico. A 
Mexican editor, Benjamin 
Flores Gonzdlez, was 
machine-gunned to death just 
three weeks ago. 

It is murder with imp uni ty 
To see that is to understand 
that more is at stake than foe 
lives of journalists. Flagrant 
killing that goes unpunished 

rots a society, destroy ing the 
people's faith in law. 

The purpose of foe murders 

is to send a message—to the 

press and to all citizens. The 
message is: Do not disagree 
wifo the powerful- do not 
speak out against evil. 
Unchallenged, foe result 
would be a silent society, and 


that is a terrible price to pay. 

Ros alina Tuyuc Velasquez, 
a Mayan member of the 
Guatemalan Congress, said: 
“A people without informa¬ 
tion is a dead people.” 

The spread of democracy 
in Latin America has no* 
ended the phenomenon of 
crimes against foe press with¬ 
out punishment. Intolerance 
of free expression remains 
despite foe fall of authoritari¬ 
an regimes, and so do corrupt 
or ineffective police and jus¬ 
tice systems. 

But there is courage, too— 
courage that moved those 
co min g fr om foe safety of the 
United States. Latin journal- 
. ists arc prepared to challenge 
the culture of silence. 


The New York Times 
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By Amy Hannon 

BACK WHEN Apollo 11 
allegedly landed on the 
moon, conspiracy buffs 
complained that not 
enough information had 
been released to tell 
whether it really had or 
not 

The sceptics are still ruf¬ 
fled about the moon land¬ 
ing. “Thousands of pic¬ 
tures were taken of the 
moon during the Apollo 
missions and yet the public 
is only shown the same 
dozen or so — don’t you 
ever wonder why?” one 
diehard demanded on an 
Internet news group 
recently. 

Not even the most deter¬ 
mined doubter could make 
the same case for the Mars 
mission. For three weeks 
now, earthlings have been 
bombarded with high-res¬ 
olution images, press con¬ 
ferences and geological 
readings. Yet perhaps "pre¬ 
cisely because of the abun¬ 
dance of information, sus¬ 
picions about the veracity 
of the data coming from 
outer space have soared — 
especially on the Internet, 
the information overload. 

The amorphous network 
often fosters the nag ging 
hope that if only aU the 
dam on it could be ade¬ 
quately sorted, truth would 
finally emerge. This is 
coupled with the utter cer¬ 
tainty that such nirvana 
can never be attained, and 
thus the peculiarly com¬ 
forting suspicion that 
something important is 
being hidden. And the 
Pathfinder landing plays 
right into such binary 
logic. 

“There's such a glut of 
information anyway that 
there's a cognitive disso¬ 
nance,” said Richard Met¬ 
zger, whose World Wide 
Web site, 

www.disinfo.com, has 
been a bub of Mars conjec¬ 
ture. “There's this incredi¬ 
ble distrust about what 
we're being told about 
everything and it resonates 
through the whole culture. 

I think that’s a good thing.” 

With no editing for 
space, taste or accuracy, e- 
speculation can get rather 
elaborate. Not much gets 
past the pros in alLconspir- 
acy, for instance. “Gold on 
Mars," is die tide line of a 
long exchange on sci.elec- 
tronics.design. A loud if 
not necessarily large con¬ 
tingent also continues to 
bemoan the choice of the 
Ares Vallis plain as 
Pathfinder’s landing site, 
over the preferable Cydo- 
nia. As perhaps not every¬ 
one knows, Cydonia is a 
rock configuration on the 
other side of the planet that 
marks the site of “the mon¬ 
uments and ruins of an 
ancient civilisation,” 
according to one of several 
World Wide Web pages on 
the subject 

But the wide range of 
Internet theories about the 
Pathfinder spacecraft’s 
true activities can ultimate¬ 
ly be broken down into two 
basic camps: 

1. Pathfinder is nowhere 
near Mars. If it exists at all, 
it is most likely in Albu¬ 
querque, although possibly 
Arizona. Or Australia. If 
you look closely at some 
of the alleged Mars pic¬ 
tures, you can see a lizard, 
an Evian bottle or a speck¬ 
le from the Photoshop 
computer programme 
NASA is usiug to manu¬ 
facture the pictures. The 
scientists, or their anony¬ 
mous backers, or whoever 
it is that really runs the 
United States government 
anyway, are pocketing the 
cash. 

2. Pa thfin der is on Mars, 
but does the government 
really think we’re stupid 
enough to believe they 
would go to this much 
trouble just to collect a 
bunch of rocks? If you 
look closely at some of the 
pictures you can see a 
Martian footprint Or at 
least some moss. The gov¬ 
ernment has for years cov¬ 
ered up previous extrater¬ 
restrial contact and this is 
a) just one more piece of 
the big lie or b) a transpar¬ 
ent attempt to distract 
attention from the 50th 
anniversary of the UFO 
crash in Roswell, N.M.. 
just as that ridiculous 


NASA flew to Mars for 
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weather balloon story was 
finally about to bite the 
dust. 

The NASA folks, still 
stinging from accusations 
that the Mars Observer 
spacecraft that disap¬ 
peared in 1993 was in fact 
blasted out of space by 
aliens, don't take kindly to 
either suggestion, infini te 
variations of which have 
been streaming into the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory via 
electronic mail. 
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“This isn’t Capricorn 
One," said NASA’s Kirk 
Goodall, referring to the 
1978 film that portrayed a 
NASA-orchestrated fake 
Mars landing on a sound- 
stage in the desert “This is 
the first mission when 
we’ve released the pictures 
and results almost imme¬ 
diately. We’re not conceal¬ 
ing anything." 

Perhaps that’s the prob¬ 
lem. When it comes to 
things space age, the line 




between reality' and its var¬ 
ious representations has 
long been easily blurred 
Orson Welles's 1938 read¬ 
ing of “War of the Worlds'* 
found an audience all too 
prepared to believe in its 
fantastic account. In the 
1971 movie “Diamonds 
Are Forever,” James Bond 
drove a buggy through a 
fake' moonscape in'* Neva¬ 
da:' "And conspiracy ' afi¬ 
cionados have long con¬ 
tended that the moon land- 
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ing was staged, filmed by 
Stanley Kubrick of “2001” 
fame. 

But especially now, 
believing in aliens or Hol¬ 
lywood special effects 
may be more palatable 
than confronting the unset¬ 
tling realities of what sci¬ 
ence is capable of. And the 
deluge of Mars informa¬ 
tion- may make' it that 
much easier to ascribe elu¬ 
siveness to an obvious 
truth. . 
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-On the other band, an E- 
mail message circulated on 
the Internet recently indi¬ 
cates that maybe the truth 
is not all that obvious to 
Martians, either. “Mars Air 
Force Denies Stories of 


UFO Crash,” the message 
began.' This was the report 
“Valles Marineris (MPT) 
— A spokestbing for Mats 
Air Force . denounced as 
false rumours that an alien 
space craft crashed in the 


desert, out¬ 
side of Ares 
Vallis. 

Appearing at 
a press con- 
ferencej Gen¬ 
eral Rgrmrmy 
The Lesser 
stated that 
"the object 
was. in fact. a 
harmless 
high-altitude 
weather bal¬ 
loon, not an 
alien space- 
' craft.” Gener- 
‘ al Rgrmrmy • 
the "Lesser 
stated that 
hysterica] sto¬ 
ries of a 
' detachable 
vehicle roam¬ 
ing across the 
Martian 
desert were 
blatant fic¬ 
tion, pro¬ 
voked by inci¬ 
dences 
involving 
swamp gas. 

“But the 
general public 
has been slow 
■to accept the 
Air Force’s 
explanation of 
recent events, 
preferring to 
speculate on 
the ‘other¬ 
worldly’ 
nature of the 
crash debris. 

' Conspiracy 
theorists have 
condemned 
Rgrmnny’s 
.statements as 
evidence of 
■ ‘an - obvious 
government cover-up,’ 
pointing out that'Mars has 
no swamps." 

-The New York Tunes 
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FORTE GRAND AMMAN 

IS SEEKING TO RECRUIT A 
SYSTEMS OFFICER 


-University graduate ini Finance, Business or 
Computer studies . 

-Knowledge of Novell, DOS, Laa Networks, 
work groups software 
-At least 3 years relevant work experience,. 

with 1 year in an accounting environment ■ 
-Knowledge of UNIX, PC Hardware maintenance & - 
work experience.in hotel accounting role is desirable. 

If interested, pleasa send your CV to.. 

The Human Resources Department, 

VIA FAX NO. 674261. 
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THE HARD ROCK CAFE IS 
COMING TO AMMAN! 

Hard Rock £afe (hfird rSk ca-fi) n. 1. palace 
of trend 2. amazing people 3. the temple of 
non-conformity 4. great food in a fun-loving 
atmosphere 

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL... 
SAVE THE PLANET 
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Oil income seen lower for 
Arab Gulf states in 1997 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states are likely 
to e-am less from oU 
exports in 1997 as their 
output has not changed and 
the average crude prices 
could be more than $2 
lower than in 1996. experts 
said Monday. 

But the income of the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), which 
controls more than 45 per 
cent of the world's 
extractable oil wealth, is 
projected to remain higher 
than the level forecast in 
annual budgets, which bad 
predicted even lower oil 
prices. 

Ihsan Abu Holeika, a 
Saudi economist, said, ‘T 
am not optimistic about 
reports that the (average) 
oil price could reach $18 (a 
barrel) this year.” 

“I expect prices to be 
lower than that level 
because of several factors. 
They include Iraq’s return 
to the market, slackening 
demand in the third quarter, 
and excess output by some 
oil producers." he told AFP. 

So far this year, the price 
of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Couniries's (OPEC) basket 
of seven crudes has aver¬ 
aged around $19. higher 
than the average recorded 


in the same period of 1996 
but lower by nearly $1 than 
the price for the whole of 
1996. 

Oil executives said they 
expected prices to range 
between $17 and SIS in 
1997 as they will likely slip 
in the third quarter but pick 
“up in the-follqwing three 
months when 'demand, 
recovers in the northern 
hemisphere. 

At such a price range, the 
six GCC countries would 
earn between $71 billion 
and $75 billion compared 
with a 13-year high of 
□early $82 billion in 1996, 
when the average price was 
as strong as $20.2 a barrel. 

The GCC states — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — produce around 
13.5 million barrels per day 
fbpd) of crude, of which 
nearly 11.5 million bpd are 
exported. 

About 6.5 milli on bpd are 
supplied by Saudi Arabia, 
which produces nearly 
eight million bpd in line 
with its OPEC quota. 

The output of the six 
GCC states, four of which 
are OPEC members, has 
remained almost 

unchanged over the past 
three years as they contrn- 


Cyprus forecasts three per cent 
economic growth for this year 


NICOSIA (AFP.) — 
The economy in Cyprus 
is showing “relative 
recovery" and growth 
could reach three per¬ 
cent this year barring 
unforeseen political 
developments. Finance 
Minister Christodolous 
Christodolou said Mon¬ 
day. 

He said that would 
exceed the estimated 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth rate of 
two per cent for 1996, a 
year marked by inter- 
communal violence, the 


official Cyprus News 
Agency (CNA) report- 

Mr. Christodolou also 
said liberalisation of the 
financial system would 
take place before talks 
begin on Cyprus's 
membership of the 
European Union (EU) 
and would be conclud¬ 
ed by March 1998. 

He said public debt is 
estimated at 54 per cent 
of GDP, under the 60 
per cent limit set by the 
EU's Maastricht Treaty. 

Unemployment was 
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forecast at 3.3 to 3.4 per 
cent this year and infla¬ 
tion at around 3.5 per 
cent, he said. 

The tourism industry, 
which represents about 
20 per cent of GDP, is 
recovering, Mr. 

Christodolou said, 
adding that its perfor¬ 
mance over the next 
three or four months 
should be an improve¬ 
ment over ffie' ~same- 
period last year. 

But Mr. Christodolou 
said that despite the 
economy’s “healthy 
base” Cyprus should 
turn from traditional 
areas to develop new 
sectors such as educa- 
--tiQih_ health, business 

consultancies-and 

. industrial products. 

In july, Cyprus Cen¬ 
tral Bank Governor 
Afxentis Afxentiou said 
he expected GDP to 
grow 2.5 per cent in 
1997 if the rebound in 
the tourism sector con¬ 
tinued. 


SURE, 

MARGIE. 


Andy Capp 
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ued to stick to their shares 
in fear of a price collapse. 

Despite the expected 
decline in their oil income, 
it remains higher than bud¬ 
get projections as most 
members had forecast even 
lower oil prices. 

“That does not necessari¬ 
ly mean their budget 
-deficits will disappear as 
' most members have always 
. shown inability to restrain 
expenditure when oil 
prices are high," a Gulf- 
based oil analyst said. 

Oil prices have already 
lost more than $6 a barrel 
since the start of the year 
and are expected to weaken 
further when. Iraqi crude 
begins to hit the market. 

Iraq, under a U.N. embar¬ 
go for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, is expected to 
resume limited crude sales 
within a week after reach¬ 
ing an agreement with the 
United Nations over the 
price formula. 

. The accord was reached 
after a two-month suspen¬ 
sion in Iraqi exports. 

Experts said the resump¬ 
tion of Iraqi oil supplies 
would affect the already 
glutted market, but they 
ruled out a sharp decline in 
prices. 


Israeli 

ministers fail to 
agree budget 
proposals 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
government failed to approve 
the treasuiy's 1998 budget 
proposal on Monday after 
two days of debate, officials 
said. 

Cabinet members debated 
a proposed 2.5 billion shekel 
budget cut and nearly 100 
measures for structural 
reform in the economy, 
including privatising govern¬ 
ment-owned companies, 
reforming capital markets 
and liberalising foreign cur¬ 
rency policy. 

Trade and Industry Minis¬ 
ter Natan Sharansky told the 
meeting chat the treasury's 
proposals failed to provide 

solutions to_‘T he critica l j 

problems of the Israeli econ¬ 
omy in the near term," 
according to a ministry state¬ 
ment. 

Transport Minister Yitzhak 
Levy expressed concern at 
some of the reforms pro¬ 
posed and said oniy a few of 
the ministers have had a 
chance to speak since the dis¬ 
cussions began on Sunday. 

Other cabinet members 
said in the second day of 
talks that budgets of their 
ministries could not be cul 
Israel Radio said the cabi¬ 
net would probably recon¬ 
vene on Wednesday for more 
discussion on the proposed 
budget which ministers are 
expected to finalise-by Aug. 
31. It must be approved in 
parliament by year-end. 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Yaacov Frenkel pressed the 
mini sters at the meeting to 
lower the government’s 
inflation target for next year 
to between six and nine per 
ent, the central bank said in a 

statement. - 

‘There is no reason that 
Israeli citizens should contin¬ 
ue suffering from high infla¬ 
tion at a significantly greater, 
rate than that of developed 
countries and many, develop-* 
ing countries.-in the world." 
the statement quoted ~ Mf.— 
Frenkel as saying^ “ 

Finance Minister Yaacov 
Nee man announced on Sun¬ 
day the target would remain 
at this year's level of seven to 
10 per cent, adding that infla¬ 
tion was now r unnin g at an 
annual rate of 9.5 to 10 per 
cenL 

—Mfi-JFrenkel also asked 
ministers to guaramee-the-. 
government stick to its com¬ 
mitment to keep the budget 
deficit at 2.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product next year. 

Treasury officials say pro¬ 
posed structural changes in 
the economy will increase 
competition and efficiency. 
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US Dollar 
DEMarfc 
G8 Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA-Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


SBPEItfv 

1.8561 


1.5220 

0.8200 

£4199 

1-3146 
ins 54 
0.0840 
72.77 
242405 
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62*8 

183.52 
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US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

X7505 

0J770 

3.6398 

0-3049 

3.6729 

1540.00 

32925 

Jordan Dinar 

- 1j*124 

- 

5^973 

03325 

5.141D 

0^1306 

5.1877 

’2T7*1* 


Saudi Riyal 

0JZ666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0813 

0J9S 

410.61 

0.9045 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8750 

9J9485 

- 

9.65 

OJ8088 

9J4 

4064S9 

8.9989 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1945 

1JW04 

1.0304 

- 

0.0838 

1A1 

423.10 

02321 

Kuwait Dinar 

3^798 

2J221 

12-3008 

1.2384 

11.94 

- 

12.05 

505054 

02321 

"Emirates Dinar. 

-0J7Z3_ 

0.1928 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0J9910 

0.0830 

- 

41929 

02237 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

0^4597 

354 

0^448 

2-3635 

0.1980 

2.3850 
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Egyptian 

0JZ948 

0^087 

1.1055 

0.1111 

1J0729 

0:0899 

1.0627 

453.94 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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Brent 18.61 18X3 

W. Texa 19.65 19.58 

Bonny 18.61 1823 

Dubai 17.05 17.47 

UL Gas 210.00 214.00 

Metal Prices 

Gold (02*9) 327.3 

Sliver (oz's) 443 
Platinum (oz's) 444 
AL (3 Months) 1749 
CU (3 Months) 2272 
Zinc (3 Months) 1544 
Lead (3 Months 603 
Nip Months) 6860 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


0.2666 0.4950 0.16769 

0.2723 0.50548 0.17124 
3.2798 6.09013 2.06271 
0.3770 422368 1.66834 
13309 3.3943 1.1497 


030607 303709 
031466 313229 
4395 379.795 

43404 307:125 
2.7847 211336 
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USD 
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444 
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GBP 

7.00 

7.13 
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JPY 

027 
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DOW JONES 

80124 

-18.82 

■023 

80412 

799545 

S&P500 

93029 

-245 

-027 

93526 

92943 

FT-SE 100 

50312 

02 

021 

5051.1 

49664 

NIKKIE 225 

18524.18 

-78028 

-3.98- 

194624 

188242 

CAC40 

296344 

-1223 

-0.43 

300446 

2953.63 

DAX 

4333.13 

-21.02 

248 

43354 

431225 
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Coffee (c/ibd)', . 19733 


Cpcoa ($/ton);. 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soy a (c/l bs) 
Tea (stg/kg) “ 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 


1506 

339 

146 

21.77 

-165--- 

0 
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* JOD Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.7( 
GB Sterling. 1.12 
DE Mark 033 

CH Franc 036 

FR Franc 0 . 11 : 

JP Yen 0.611 

-NL Guilder. 033 J 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Keep — on 
(watch) 

5 Tibetan monk 
9 Amo. —, am at 

13 Citrus fruit 

14 Dud 

15 Alenoon 

16 Brilliant 

18 Concerning 

19 Windstorm 

20 Into separate 
parts 

22 Sault — Marie 

23 Mafirious look 

25 Tchrs.' org. 

26 Chum 

27 Singer TenniHe 
30 — la la 

33 Guevara 
35 Revolting? 

37 Decrease 

40 Engrosses 

41 Pleases 

43 American 
humorist 

44 Dynamite 

45 Alaskan island 

46 Charge for 
service 

48 Timetable abbr. 
50 Engine track 
52 Pretty — picture 
55 AD together 
59 Puts in 

61 Enjoy a book 

62 Boxers 

64 Bamako’s land 

65 Mosaic pieces 

66 Much of the 
earth 

67 Tip 

68 Ninnies 

69 Sports group 

DOWN 
1 Clusters 
-2-Tag on a lace 

3 Censure- -’ 

4 Oaf, for short 

'5'Padfic island. 

61 — Camera" 

: 7 — Lisa 

8 Social insects 

9 Dress style 

10 Compulsory 

11 Port of Israel 

12 Clairvoyant 


II 12 |3 |4 


[5 16 [7 18 | S3 110 111 112 
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127 128 129 


152 153 154 
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* - Puzzle solved: 


14 Worthless one 
17 Composer 
Bartok 
21 Entitles 
24 Map abbr. 

26 Persian fairy 

28 Harem rooms 

29 Sharp point 

31 Hick 

32 Donkey 

33 Fictional sleuth 

34 Mexican (fish 

35 Fit of iH temper 

36 Lytton heroine 

37 Concorde, e.g. 

38 Autocrats 

39 Immature newt 
42 Continental 

prefix- 

46 The end 

47 *Bom Free" 
lioness 

49 Point of origin 

51 Assistants 

52 Came up 
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53 Narrow channel 57 Non-coms 

54 Indian state 58 Lamb 

55 Ms. Bombeck 60 Coup cf_ 

56 Kind of tide 63 High mountain 


I horoscope 
forecast 
1 for TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 12,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

■ Astrologer, CamU 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: {March 21 to 
April 19) Avoid 
encounter today between 
oui-of-towner and close 

friend or there could be a 

great conflict Also avoid 
others’ disagreements 
Plan a new budget, don’t 
overspend thereby y 0ll 
will have extra funds.. 
TAURUS: (April 20 \q 
May 20) It’s an optimum 
I time today to gain better 
security. Potential for fric¬ 
tion with others over 
money matters can exist, 
pay bills thereby you will 
handle all of your obliga¬ 
tions. Later this evenino 1 
will be good to meet with 
knowledgeable people. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Follow through 
on agreements left bang¬ 
ing before another makes 
it harder. Look among 
younger persons for assis¬ 
tance with a project 
Tonight will be a good 
time for you to go out on 
the town with close 
friends. . ' 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
122 to July 21) Devote 
time to both old business 
affairs and new today, 
both are worthwhile. 
Avoid disagreements 
between your matp and a 
fellow associate or there 
could be a conflict which 
could put you in the doe 
house. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You are tom between 
creative ideas and more 
personal aims today, foi- 
iow wbat is important 
Try to improve intimacies 
with your loved ones and 
thereby you can have a 
wonderful. relationship 
with thein 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Stay calm, 
keep promises which you 
have made at your career 
activities. Your- superior 
may hinder progress tem¬ 
porarily. however, things 
| will improve. New love 
interest awakens in yoar 
relationship with ynur 
mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Out-of- 
town correspondence 
proves important today, 
make this a priority. Tasks 
should move smoothly for 
you thereby you can 
progress quite successful¬ 
ly. Later this evening will 
be a good time to meet 
with fellow associates. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You can 
question the experts of 
whatever is your career 
activities and thereby gain 
the insight of their wis¬ 
dom. Use your own ideas 
for finances today. A 
neglected matter needs 
tending at' home. Retire 
early. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem¬ 
ber 21) This is a good 
time to help friends with 
any difficulties. Move on 
a plan to assist a nervous 
friend. Be sure you know 
what you want before 
looking for a friend's 
cooperation with any 
responsibilities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem¬ 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Clear your mind at career 
activities today by dealing 
with neglected difficul¬ 
ties, thereby they will dis¬ 
appear. Listen to com¬ 
plaints of your mate, how¬ 
ever, do not do anything 
about them at this time, or 
a conflict could arise. , 

I f AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) An old ; 
mentor shows you how , 
today to best handle a per- 1 
sonai difficulty, so listen 
carefully. Rejoice and 
socialise with clever 
friends later this evening 
thereby you can have a ' 
good time at recreational ^ 

activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You can solve > 
personal matters before [ 
business today and there- v 
by e liminate any difGcul- ^ 
ties. Demonstrate to your ^ 
loved ones how much ^ 
they mean by doing some- \ 
thing special for them- 
Keep an open wind % 
toward the young. , 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden ^ 
Quartz 
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Oman reports surge in investment I Arab Potash Company reports 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Oman has reported a surge 
in investment as the Gulf 
country pushes ahead with 
economic reforms to spur 
growth and cushion the 
impact of volatile oil 
export earnings. 

Around 120 million 
riyals (S312 million) were 
invested in new companies 
in 1996. 

And in the first half of 
1997, fresh share flotations 
attracted nearly 134 mil¬ 
lion rivals ($348.4 mil¬ 
lion). said Mahmoud A1 
Jarwani, executive presi¬ 
dent of the Muscat Securi¬ 
ties Market (MSMj. 

‘‘The figure is set to 
climb to between 200 mil¬ 
lion and 250 million riyals 
(S520-S650 million) by the 
end of this year as more 
companies will be created 
by the private sector.” he 
told AFP. 

“We consider this year as 
the real beginning of our 
1996-2000 development 


plan, which is a landmark 
five-year blueprint in our 
economic diversification 
drive," Mr. Jarwani said. 

His figures showed that 
turnover in MSM jumped 
to around 565 million 
riyals (SI.47 billion) dur¬ 
ing the first half of 1997, 
from under 122 million 
riyals 1$3I7 million) dur¬ 
ing the first six months of 
last year. 

The listed companies 
have also increased to 110 
from 98 at the end of 1996, 
and their market capitalisa¬ 
tion grew to nearly two bil¬ 
lion riyals ($5.2 billion up 
by around 300 million 
riyals ($780 million). 

The index also soared by 
nearly 60 per cent in the 
first half of 1997. 

Oman, a small non- 
OPEC oil producer, has 
launched sweeping 

reforms to activate its 
economy and lessen 
reliance on crude exports. 

They include pri van sa- 



Nablus proves to be very 
active and profitable for 
Jordan Kuwait Bank 

** AFTER HAVING recorded a JD2.9 million net 
profit last year, the general assembly of the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank has approved capitalising JD4.5 million 
of the voluntary reserves and retained earnings by giv¬ 
ing the shareholders a 45 per cent of a share as a bonus. 
The bank intends to float 5.5 million shares for private 
or public subscription. Board Chairman Sufian Sartawi 
said recently. 

The 1996 net profit was JD1.5 million higher than the 
net profit posted in 1995. Shareholders' equity was also 
higher at the end of last year as it went up from JD 19.9 
million to JD22 million. 

Total deposits of clients increased by JD29 million, 
or 15 per cent, to reach JD222 million and credit facil¬ 
ities rose by JD19 million, or 16.2 per cent to JD135.7 
million. Total assets were 1.4 per cent higher as they 
amounted to JD279.3 million, JD 118.8 million of 
which were deposits at banks. 

The Jordan Kuwait Bank's portfolio of securities for 
trading purposes declined from JD8.2 million to JD7.1 
million after the management decided to minimise the 
volume due to the sharp fall in share prices. The bank 
had taken a JD489,000 reserve allocation against prices 
falling. At the same time, the bank increased its portfo¬ 
lio of securities for investment purposes from JD3.8 
million in 1995 to JD4.6 million in 1996. 

According to Mohammed Yasser AJ As mar, the 
bank's general manager, the Nablus branch in the 
Palestinian territories accounted for JD0.5 million of 
the bank's total operational profit which amounted to 
JD10.5 million last year. The Nablus branch had a 
share of 4.2 per cent with the remaining 95.8 per cent 
spread over the remaining branches. 

Mr. Asmar said the Nablus branch attracted JDS J 
million of deposits, or 3.8 per cent of the increase in 
deposits, noting that the branch started operations in 
early 1996. 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergan 



“Doctors won’t let us eat or drink anything 
we like. I think they’re hoarding all 
the good stuff for themselves!” 


lions, improvement of 
investment laws, tax 
exemptions and more 
incentives for the private 
sector. It is also the first 
Arab Gulf country to 
allow foreigners to have 
full ownership in some 
projects. 

Foreign investment in 
Oman gained momentum 
after it expanded participa¬ 
tion of expatriates in local 
shareholdings to 49 per 
cent three years ago. 

Mr. Jarwani said 12 new 
private ventures had just 
been approved while appli¬ 
cations for 18 other com¬ 
panies are under discus¬ 
sion. 

“There is an investment 
influx ... There are several 
factors for this, including 
reforms, better tax laws, 
the implementation of 
large projects and the gov¬ 
ernment's tendency to 
encourage the private sec¬ 
tor” he said. 

“The government is also 


pressing ahead with 
planned multi-billion-doi- 
!ar ventures in participa¬ 
tion with the private sector. 
They involve the gas lique¬ 
faction project, petrochem¬ 
ical, sewage and other pro¬ 
jects," he added. 

After setting up the first 
private power company in 
the Gulf. Oman has just 
embarked on measures to 
establish the first company 
to undertake sewage work, 
Mr. Jarwani said, adding 
the venture involved large 
investments. 

Two other major projects 
were a company to oversee 
services for the new port of 
Raysut and the Omani 
Alliance Bank, which will 
focus on housing loans. 

“The floated shares for 
that bank were nine million 
riyals ($23 million). But 
subscription reached 780 
million riyals ($2 billion). 
This shows the confidence 
of investors in the econo¬ 
my" Mr. Jarwani said 


sharp decline in mid-year net profit 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 


Japan’s direct investment 
abroad hits six-year high 
in first half of ’97 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japanese direct invest¬ 
ment overseas soared 
26.4 per cent year-on- 
year in the first half of 
1997 to its highest 
level in six years, the 
finance ministry has 
said. 

Direct investment 
totalled 1,611 billion 
yen ($15.1 billion) in 
the first six months of 
the year, the biggest 
six-month figure since 
2,651 billion was 
invested directly over¬ 
seas in the first half of 
1991. 

The figure was up 
from 1.275 billion yen 
invested directly over¬ 
seas in areas such as 
joint ventures in the 
first half of 1996 and 
1,273 billion in the 
second half of 1996. 

But the latest Japan¬ 
ese direct overseas 
investment figure was 
still well short of the 
record 4,238 billion 
yen posted in first half 
of 1990. according to 
central bank data. 

Foreign direct invest¬ 
ment in Japan totalled 
just 170 billion yen in 
the first half of 1997, 
up from 99.5 billion 
yen in first half of 
1996 and from 124 bil¬ 
lion yen in the second 
half of 1996. 

Japanese portfolio 
investment overseas 
totalled 8.870 billion 
yen in the first half of 
1997, up from 7,691 
billion yen in the sec¬ 
ond half of 1996 and 


from 4,831 billion yen 
in the first half of 

1996. 

Japanese investment 
in overseas stocks in 
first half of 1997 
totalled 1,240 billion 
yen, up from 433 bil¬ 
lion yen in the last six 
months of 1996 and 
472 billion yen in first 
half 1996. 

Investment from 
Japan in overseas debt 
securities totalled 
7,630 billion yen, up 
from 7,259 billion yen 
in the previous six 
months and 4,359 bil¬ 
lion yen in the first 
half of 1996. 

Foreign portfolio 
investment in Japan 
totalled 4,354 billion 
yen in the first half of 

1997, up from 2.161 
billion yen in the pre¬ 
vious six months but 
down from 5,848 bil¬ 
lion yen in first six 
months of 1996. 

Of the total, foreign 
investors poured 3,054 
billion yen into Japan¬ 
ese stocks, up from 
584 billion yen in sec¬ 
ond half of 1996 but 
down from 4,714 bil¬ 
lion yen in the first 
half of 1996. 

They invested 1,300 
billion yen in debt 
securities in*the first 
half of the year, down 
from 1,576 billion yen 
in the second half of 
1996 but up from 
1,134 billion yen in 
first half of 1996. 


AMMAN — The net prof¬ 
it of the Arab Potash Com¬ 
pany at the end of June 
1997 amounted to JDS 
million which is 53 per 
cent below the JD16.S 
million posted at the end 
of June 1996, figures 
released Monday show. 

According to mid-year 
financial results and state¬ 
ments issued by the com¬ 
pany, potash production 
also declined during the 
first half of his year as it 
amounted to ' 614.645 
tonnes. 24 per cent less 
than the 805.476 tonnes 

E reduced during the first 
alf of 1996. 

Sales were also lower by 
11 per cent as the compa¬ 
ny was able to market only 
657,995 tonnes compared 
to 736,1 IS tonnes during 
the first half of 1996. 

The company attributed 
the fall in production to 
the shortage of Carnal lire 
deposits (the necessary 
raw material in potash 
production) in the solar 
pans. It expected produc¬ 
tion to reach 1.65 million 
tonnes by the end of 1997 
according to the plan. 

The Arab Potash Com¬ 
pany (APC) said in its 
report that the deposits of 
the Camaliite will climb 


again over the comine few 
years after readyingCar- 
nallite pan C4. the work 
on which was completed 
this year. 

The APC said that pro¬ 
duction will also increase 
in 1999 as work is nearing 
completion on a new 
saline pan. 

Due to the decline in 
production and sales, 
earnings fell by 19.6 per 
cent from JD55.7 million 
during the first six months 
of 1996 to JD46.7 million 
during the first half of this 
year. 

Of the JD46.7 million. , 
JD44.S million were net 
earnings from potash sales 
and the remaining JD1.9 
million came from bank 
interest and sales of Car- 
naiiite and salt. 

“The decline in the earn¬ 
ings of potash sales by 
15.5 per cent is due to 
lower :>ules and interna¬ 
tional prices" the APC 
said. 

The company also suf¬ 
fered from higher costs as 
the cost per tonne 
increased from JD52.0I0 
to JD57.257. The .APC 
explained that that was 
due to lower ourput espe¬ 
cially when noting that 
more than SO per cent of 


the operational costs are 
fixed costs. 

The total costs during 
the first six months of 
1997 amounted to JD37.7 
million of which JD26.7 
million were operational 
costs and JD4.1 million 
expenses of the Aqaba 
warehouses. Other costs 
w’ere JD2.9 million in 
financing expenses. JD2.7 
million trucks' expenses 
and JDI.16 million in 
expenses of the Amman 
office. 

The 1997 mid-year 
financial results show 
total fixed assets and work 
in progress at JD324.4 
million (JD293.3 million 
in 1996) as a result of 
higher spending on the 
new saline pan and the 
industrial potash projects 
in addition to orher 
schemes. 

Cash in hand and at 
banks totalled JD16.6 mil¬ 
lion (JD30.9 million in 
1996) as a result of lower 
earnings, repayments of 
loans and payments on the 
projects mentioned earlier. 
There was no drawdowns 
of new loans. 

As of June 30. 1997 
APC was saddled vvirh 
loans totalling JD43.6 
million (JD49.1 million 
on June 30, 1996). ' 

The financial results 


showed total shareholding 
equity at JD211.3 million 
(JD201.S million) or 
which JD79.7 million is 
APC's registered and 
paid-up capital. 

The APC distributed 
JD15.9 million in divi¬ 
dends last year at a rate of 
20 per cent alter hating 
recorded a JD33.1 million 
net profit after tax in 1996. 
The net profit was 30.2 
per cent higher than the 
JD27.4 million posted in 
1995. 

Before tax. the net profit 
amounted to JD45.0S mil¬ 
lion compared to JD42.10 
million in 1995. 

.APC Board Chairman 
Ali Ensour told the gener¬ 
al assembly that the com¬ 
pany was able to produce 
1.765 million tonnes and 
market 1.750 million 
tonnes in 1996 despite the 
lower international 

demand for potash by 
about two million from 
the 1995 level. 

Noting that the APC 
sales in 1996 were lower 
by 0.6 per cent from the 
1995 sales, the chairman 
attributed the lower world 
demand to high invento¬ 
ries in India and China 
which did not sign any 
new contracts until late 
last vear. 


U.S. okays rules to cut costs 
of overseas phone calls 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. federal regulators 
have approved ” rules 
aimed at slashing the 
price of overseas phone 
calls and saving Ameri¬ 
can consumers and busi¬ 
nesses $17 billion 
through the year 2003. 

The nation's top phone 
regulator said the move 
— coupled with a recent 
global trade pact on 
telecommunications — 
will cut the average price 
of an international call 
from the United States to 
20 cents a minute from 88 
cents over five years. 

“Eighty-eight cents a 
minute makes interna¬ 
tional telephone calls pro¬ 
hibitively expensive for 
many, many Americans,” 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FtC) 
Chairman Reed Hundt 
said. 

“This is a nation of 
immigrants. People ought 
to be able to phone home 
and they shouldn't have 
to be ‘E.T.' to do that," 
Mr. Hundt said, referring 
to the movie Alien who 
cobbled together a phone 
from Earth to contact his 
fellow aliens. 

The FCC order sets 


“benchmarks” to push 
down the so-called “set¬ 
tlement” rates that U.S. 
phone companies will be 
allowed to pay foreign 
carriers to complete U.S.- 
originated calls. The FCC 
will not permit U.S. carri¬ 
ers to pay above the 
benchmarks, a move like¬ 
ly to anger foreign com¬ 
panies and governments. 

The benchmark targets 

— which range from 15 
cents to 23 cents a minute 

— are sharply below the 
level many overseas state- 
run phone monopolies 
charge to complete calls. 

FCC officials complain 
those charges far exceed 
actual costs, enabling for¬ 
eign governments to sub¬ 
sidise their phone mono- 
plies unfairly. 

The benchmarks will 
vary depending on a for¬ 
eign country's income 
level, with richer coun¬ 
tries facing lower bench¬ 
marks than low-income 
nations such as 
Bangladesh or Zaire. 

The new rules take 
effect at the sLart of next 
year, with carriers from 
wealthy nations — such 
as Austria and Japan — 
facing the 15-cent-a- 


minute benchmark on 
Jan. 1, 1999. 

Long-distance carriers 
such as ATT Corp. and 
Sprint Corp. hailed the 
new rules. 

But not all were 
pleased. “It's going to 
upset foreign govern¬ 
ments and foreign carri¬ 
ers. They unanimously 
told the FCC not to act in 
such a unilateral fashion” 
said Alfred Mamlet of 
Steptoe Johnson, who 
represents foreign carri¬ 
ers. 

The FCC said the SS 
cents a minute that LTS. 
consumers now pay for an 
international call is more 
than six times the cost of 
the average domestic 
long-distance call, even 
though the costs of the 
calls are not much differ¬ 
ent. 

"Our benchmarks will 
lead to much lower settle¬ 
ment rates, and thereby 
promote competition and 
lower costs for con¬ 
sumers.” Peter Cowhey, 
head of the FCC's inter¬ 
national bureau, said at a 
public meeting where the 
rules were adopted. 

U.S. carriers in 1996 
paid about $5.4 billion 


more than foreign carriers 
paid their U.S. counter¬ 
pans to complete calls. 
That deficit has nearly 
doubled since 1990, 
reflecting in pan the 
inflated costs charged by 
overseas carriers as well 
as the large immigrant 
population in the United 
States that makes over¬ 
seas calls, FCC officials 
said. ■ 

The FCC said Mexico, 
China. India, the Philip¬ 
pines and Colombia had 
the biggest payment dis¬ 
parities last year. 

Despite their unilateral 
nature, FCC officials 
insisted the new rules 
would not provoke retail- 
iatorv actions by overseas 
governments. 

Chairman Hundt said 
his agency was able to 
convince foreign govern¬ 
ments that if they did not 
go along with the bench¬ 
marks and lower their 
rates, cheaper phone traf¬ 
fic directed over the Inter¬ 
net would force them to 
do so. 

“We were able to use 
the Internet as a 
wedse...” he said. 
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DA JAM Jewel lers.Gems dealers 




Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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STUDIO HflIG 

Professkmalquafityln 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fHm 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO ptofo ite 
30% larger. - - 

* Eree Qn&rgement 
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At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdafl 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares c' 
.500. Fils For, Arrport Staff' 
, end olt Frequent.Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* One ft Two Bedrooms * FnDy 
E qui pped K i t ch e nettes "Daily ft 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel (02672 Fax 6745U 


CR0WM HOTEL 




•OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 

• TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

• SAUNA 
JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

• FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tot 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 





The place to he if its on CD 


* We buy, * 
sell & trade 



\ ;'pri: i men's 



LARGEST SELECTION 6 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES, 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 


For detafis pteaso caS 


•■hmeisani. next to shmeisani post-office. 

Tel. 700624-- Fax 604183 
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Athletics witnesses changing of the 
guard as World Championships end 


ATHENS (AFP)—The6th 
World Athletics 

Championships which fin¬ 
ished Sunday evening her¬ 
alded the changing of the 
guard in the sport's most 
glamours events — the 
sprints. 

ft was Lime for the young 
pretenders to be crowned. 

American Maurice Greene 
climaxed his sensational 
season with a stunning win 
in the 100m final. 

The 23-year-oid held off 
Canadian defending cham¬ 
pion Donovan Bailey to 
cross the line in 9.86secs, 
equalling the championship 
record. 

“I knew I could be the 
number one man in the 
world ” announced a beam¬ 
ing Greene to the world. 

“I just feel very excited. 
The lord helped me run the 
fastest race of my life. Now 
my next goal is to get the 
world record." he added. 

The victory made Greene 
the first American sprinter 
to win the championship 
since Carl Lewis in Tokvo 
in 1991. 

Marion Jones' victory in 
the women’s 100m was the 
climax to a fairytale return 
to the sport she prefers. 

For the past three years 
the 21-year-old has helped 
North Carolina win the 
NCCA basketball title but 
after breaking her leg twice 
late last year — an injury 
that needed a permanent 
screw to be inserted in her 
left leg — she turned her 
mind back to track. 

In 1992 she was fifth in 
the World Junior 
Championships and quali¬ 
fied for the Olympics but 
decided not to go. 

She yearned to return to 
running. 

"I wanted to come back. 
In basketball there is a lot of 
finger pointing but in track 
it is up to you. No one else 
to blame," she explained. 

Within 14 weeks she had 
won the U.S. championship 
with the fastest run of her 
life with a 10.90 and a new 
sprinr queen was in the 
making. 

She was crowned in 
Athens. 

Ato Boldon finally 
showed he could perform as 
well on the track as he could 
off it by ■ taking the 200 
metres crown. 

The extrovert 23-year-old 
Trinidadian, three times a 
bronze medallist in the 
Olympics and the 1995 
World Championships, has 
always been unafraid to say 
how be feels and what he is 
going to do but when it 
dawned on him that he had 
actually won gold he was 
unusually downbeat. 

The only tarnish on his 
gold was that world record 
holder Michael Johnson had 
decided to opt out of the 
200m and run only the 
400metres. 

Ukraine's Zhanna 

Pintussevich wiped away 
the heartache of her 100 
metre defeat by winning the 
200m title. 

The 25-year-old came 





Hanne Haugland of Norway clears the bar in the women's high jump final at the 
World Athletics Championships. Haogland won gold with a jump of 1.99 metres 
(Reuters photo) 


Final World Athletics Championship medal standings 
after Sunday's events 


Country 

United States 

Germany 

Cuba 

Kenya 

Ukraine 

Morocco 

Czech Republic 

Norway 

Russia 

Spain 

Portugal 

Australia 

Italy 

Romania 

South Africa 

Canada 

Poland 

France 

Japan 

Mexico 

Denmark 

Ethiopia 

New Zealand 

Sweden. 

Trinidad . 

Great Britain 

Jamaica 

Belarus 

Greece 

Lithuania 

Bulgaria 

Finland 

Namibia 

Nigeria 

Uganda 

Sri Lanka 

Bahamas 

Brazil 

Mozambique 

Slovakia 

Switzerland 
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the gold medal in the 800m. 

The 34-year-old easily 
beat the 1993 champion 
Maria Mutola of 
Mozambique. 

Quirot. who was almost 
burnt to death in a domestic 
incident in 1993 which led 
to her losing her baby, 
surged past Mutola in the 
straight to clinch the title. 

Quirot, who still bears the 
physical scars of the fire, 
bad another objective — 
which proved impossible 
the way the race was run. 

"I wanted the world 
record but it was too rough a 
race and I decided that gold 
was enough for me,” she 
said. 

Nezha Bidouane won only 
the second women's gold 
medal at a major champi¬ 
onship for Morocco by tak¬ 
ing the 400 metres hurdles. 


The 27-year-old 

Bidouane, who had a miser¬ 
able championships in 
Gothenburg two years ago 
when she was disqualified 
from the heats and whose 
husband fell in the steeple¬ 
chase the next day, had 
finally answered the 
doubters. 

No athletic 'World 
Championships would be 
complete, without drugs, and 
this one was no different 

Even before the champi¬ 
onships began, drugs were 
in the headlines when the 
International Amateur 
Athletics Federation 

(IAAF) decided to reduce 
the punishment for the 
cheats. 

Serious offenders would 
only be banned for two 
years instead of four and 
athletes caught taking stim¬ 
ulants would get off foe first 
time with a public warning 
instead of a three month 
ban. 

Russia’s Olimpiada 

Ivanova was stripped of her 
silver medal in foe 10-kilo¬ 
metre walk after testing pos¬ 
itive for steroids. 

Teammate Liubov 

Tsyoma also tested positive 
after her semi-final heat in 
the 800m. 

Both were automatically 
banned for two yean. 

Ukrainian shot put gold 
medallist Alexander Bagach 
was stripped of his gold 
after being caught taking the 
stimulant epbedrine and 
given a public warning. 

Also given a public warn¬ 
ing after testing positive for. 
epbedrine were 400 metre 
hurdler Pascal Maran of 
France and triple jumper 
Oxana 2felinskaya of 
Kazakhstan. 


Leading quotes from the World 
Championships which finished on Sunday: 


Athletics 


44 


45 


43 


132 


through in the final metres 
to pass pre-race favourite 
Merlene Otrey. who was 
also overtaken by 20-year- 
old Susanthika Jayasinghe 
of Sri Lanka. 

For Merlene Ottey, 
attempting to take her third 
successive 2CK)m title, it was 
a stunning upset. 

Before the final she said it 
was a miracle she could still 
compete at this level aged 
37 and would cany on as 
long as the miracle contin¬ 
ued. 

Third place here proved 
that age had finally caught 
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Germany’s Lars Riedel in action during the final of the 
men's discus event at the World Championships in 
Athletics (Reuters photo) 


up with Ottey, the oldest 
ever World Championship 
medallist. 

It was the young guard 
who also dominated the 
men's middle and long dis¬ 
tance events. 

Wilson Kipketer of 
Denmark, foe joint world 
record-holder, retained his 
800 metres title. 

The 25-year-old Kenyan- 
born Kipketer, who broke 
foe world indoor record 
twice in three days in march 
and followed up by 
equalling Sebastian Coe's 
outdoor record, clocked 
Imin 43.38sec to take one 
of the most predictable 
golds of the championships. 

Ethiopia's dual world 
record holder Haile 
Gebrselassie won his third 
successive 10,000 metres 
title. 

The 24-year-old 

Gebrselassie was simply in 
a class of his own. 

Kenya’s 3,000 metres 
world record-holder Daniel 
Komen won his first senior 
gold medal in foe 5,000m. 

The only blot on the 21- 
year-old Kenyan's copy 
book was he failed to break 
Gebrselassie's world record. 

But it was not all youth. 

The remarkable Ana 
Fidelia Quirot of Cuba won 


Drugs 

• “I’m up to here with pee pee!” — IAAF President 
Primo Nebiolo putting his hand to the top of his bead when 
asked about doping tests. 

British nightmares 

• "Someone’s put a curse on me and I wish they'd lift it,' 
— 1500 metres favourite Kelly Holmes, a member of foe 
British team, after failing to finish her first round beat, 
because of a week old injury she had been treated for right] 
upto the eve of the event. 

Water problems 

• "This is foe time for Nebiolo to prove he really cares 
about foe athletes. If be doesn't then screw Nebiolo!” —1 
|Jos Hermens, manager of dual world record holder Haile] 
Gebrselassie, on his ultimatum for water to be sprayed on 
the track. 

"All I want is the track watered. It can't be that difficultj 
to find water," — Gebrselassie on the same question. 
Michael Johnson 

• "He’s just a normal human being. He goes to foe bath¬ 
room everyday just like everyone else,” — American 400 
metres runner Tyree Washington on Johnson. 

"He’s got no heart. He's just another body on foe track,' 

[— Washington on Johnson again. 

"There's nothing that fires me up more than someone 
accusing me of having no bean. Tyree asked for it and he! 
got it." — Johnson after taking 400 metres title with 
Washington in third. 

Donovan bailey 

• “My advisors wanted me to pull out but 1 said that I 
'don’t lay down for nobody," — Bailey after losing his 100| 
metres title and 14 pounds over the past month. 

"People who make excuses seldom amount to much,”] 
l— Maurice Greene, foe new 100 metres champion, on Bai¬ 
ley’s response to his defeat. 

Merlene Ottey 

• “It’s not do or die it’s do or don’t,” — 37-year-old leg¬ 
end, after winning her 200 metres semi-fin at on her atti¬ 
tude to the final 

"I’ll finish the season and then think about what I’m 
Igoing to do," — Ottey on possible retirement. 

Ato Boldon 

• "Sbit! Shit! Bring me some ice! Ice! What a time to] 
cramp up," — Boldon a few hours later after he finished 
fifth in the final — Greene won in 9.86. 

"History will not record that this was one of my worst 
races, it will record that I was the world champion in 
1997" — a gracious Boldon after winning the 200 metres 1 
title. 

"I am obviously sorry for Fredericks as he is more than 
la rival but a mentor to me as an example to humanity and 
a world class sprinter," — Boldon on Frankie Fredericks, 
silver medallist and 1993 champion. 

“They (the United States 4x100 relay team) have the 
four fastest men ever assembled for a relay. What have the 1 
Canadians got? A poor loser who I don’t respect," —| 
Boldon on Donovan Bailey. 


Sergei Bubka of the Ukraine celebrates in the air after clearing 5.70 metres during 
the final of the men’s pole vault event at the World Championships in Athletics 
(Renters photo) 

Super Bubka makes it perfect 6 
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ATHENS (AFP) — Seigei 
Bubka of Ukraine made it 
six world outdoor titles out 
of six as he took the men's 
pole vault gold medal at the 
World Championships 
Sunday with a clearance of 
6.01 metres — a champi¬ 
onship record. 

Hie 33-year-old Bubka, 
who was encouraged by his 
older brother Vasily to cany 
on in the sport he has domi¬ 
nated for 14 years after 
almost retiring last year 
with an Achilles tendon 
injury, beat 1992 Olympic 
champion Maxim Tarasov 
of Russia, who had a best of 
5.96. 

Surprise package 

America’s Dean Starkey 
took bronze on 5.91. 

"I am really happy that 1 
managed it today because it * 
was very difficult with all 
that happened last year," 
Bubka said. 

"Sport has always been 
very important to me and I 
have still the hunger to go 
on that is why I have domi¬ 
nated since 1983 — because 
1 am greedy!" Bubka added. 

Bubka, who has just-won 
one Olympic title in 1988, 
delivered his knockout blow 
when he vaulted 6.01m at 


his first attempt, after fail¬ 
ing once apiece at 5.70 and 
5.91, leaving Tarasov to try 
something desperate. 
Starkey, 30 and was eighth 
in 1995, excited with two 
failures at 6.01m. 

"1 am ecstatic as it is foe 
first American pole vault 
medal since we took second 
and third in the 1984 
Olympics," he said. 

The 26-year-old Tarasov, 
who was not selected by the 
Russians to defend bis 
Olympic tide last year, 
attempted 6.06, six cen¬ 
timetres more than he had 
gone when he joined the 
elite six metres club in 
Nice, but failed twice to 
hand Bubka the title. 

“Sergei was too strong for 
me today. 1 would have 
been unhappy with foe 
bronze so I guess you could 
say it was a satisfactory 
day," he said. 

"I think that Sergei's vault 
at 6.01 m was one of the best 
I have ever seen him do," he 
added. 

However, Tarasov 

reopened foe animosity 
between the two medallists 
by asking Bubka why he 
hadn't shaken hands before 
the event. ‘ 


“Because I thought it was 
better to wait until the end 
of the meeting,” was 
Bubka's curt reply. 

Bubka, who has said he 
would like to carry on until 
the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney, looked like he was 
going to try and break his 
own world record of 6.14m. 
which he has retained and 
improved on since 1984, 
but pulled out of the 6.15m- 
attempt at the last minute^ 

“I felt a lot of pressure out 
there. It is difficult to con¬ 
tinue when you have won 
the gold medal and also 
with my tendon injury I 
don’t know if I am going to 
be able to walk tomorrow” 
he said. 

The big disappointment of 
foe night was Olympic 
champion Jean Galfione of 
France, who failed to make 
one successful vault in his 
three attempts at 5.70ra, - ^ 
"Mentally I just wasn't" 
there. I was thinking about 
the tendon injury I’ve been 
canyinghe said 
"Also I have been unable 
to get out of my head foal I 
am Olympic champion and 
1 am finding it hard to over¬ 
come that,” he added 
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The members of the Canadian 4x100 metres relay team celebrate their victory at the 
World Championships in Athletics. Canada won the Gold in 37.86 seconds. (L to R) 
Bnray Surin, Glenroy Gilbert, Donovan Bailey and Rober Esmie (Reuters photo) 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA « 


Steven Spielberg's 

THE LOST WORLD 
(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


m^Y 


7* CINEMA TEL.-634I44 'V 7 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA n 2" A 

Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 

Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15. 8:30, 10:30 




TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


Harrison Fond 
& Brad Pitt...in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Stows: 12 JO, 3:30,6:15 


J CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


-A. 


THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 8:30, 10:45 

_ .A. 


CONCORD -1* 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

(13:30.3:30.6:13,5:30.10:301 



CORCORD ■a* 

Jim Carrv...in 

DUMB & DUMBER 

Shows: 3:30,6:00 only 


A 


Nabil & Hisham's Theatre ^ 
TEL: 625155 

■ _ —■ 

The satirical play 

AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance Starts at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed every Friday. 

For reservations call 625155 
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Maddux 
becomes 
richest 
in baseball 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Greg 
Maddux became the high¬ 
est paid player in baseball 
history here Sunday, sign¬ 
ing a Jive-year, $57.5 mil¬ 
lion contract extension 
with the Atlanta Braves. 

The deal includes a $3 
million signing; bonus, $9 
million in 1998, $1U mil¬ 
lion in 1999, 510.5 million 
in 2U00 and $12.05 million 
in 2001 arid 2002. 

All of the money is guar¬ 
anteed and the yearly aver¬ 
age. $1 1.5 milliun. eclipses 
packages paid to outfield¬ 
ers Albert Belle of the 
Chicago White Sox and 
Barry Bonds of San Fran¬ 
cisco earlier this year. 

Maddux was named the 
National League's top 
pitcher in 1992. 1993, 

1994 and J9y5. He is 15-3 
with a 2.36 corned-run 
■average, five complete 
games and two shutouts in 
24 starts this season. 

"1 love playing for Bobby 
iCuxt and the other coach¬ 
es." said Maddux, who 
uould have been eligible 
for free agency after the 
season. "I'm very happy 
here and they made me a 
nice deal and I'd be a fool 
not to take it. The length of 
the contract was very 
important for me." 

The reigning National 
League champion Braves 
have their vaunted starting 
rotation of Maddux, Denny 
Neagle. John Smoltz and 



Montreal Expos shortstop Mark Grudzielanek leaps over San Francisco Giants Rich 
Aurilla to throw Bill Mueller out at first completing the twelfth inning double play at 
Olympic Stadium in Montreal. The Giants went on to beat the Expos 6-3 in twelve 
innings (Reuters photo) 
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Tom Glavinc ail signed 
through at least 2000. 

Smoltz, named the 
National League’s top 
pitcher last year, re-signed 
last November for $31 mil¬ 
lion over four years. 

Glavine, the 1991 top NL 
pitcher, signed a four-year 




deal for $42 million in 
May. 

“The strength of our club 
has historically and tradi¬ 
tionally been our pitching 
staff," said Braves Vice- 
President John Schuerholz. 
“The moves we made were 
designed to keep our start¬ 


ing pitching staff intact." 

Maddux, 31, went 19-2 
with a 1.63 era in 1995. He 
has won his past eight 
decisions this year and 
owns a ISO-107 career 
record that includes 80 
complete games and 23 
shutouts. 



Men’s 400m Individual medley world record holder 
and Olympic champion Tom Dolan of the United 
States swims at the Pan-Pacific Swimming Champi¬ 
onships . in Fukuoka. Dolan suffered an asthma 
attack during the heat and failed to advance to the 
final with a time of four minutes 1 1 seconds, 15th 
time in the heats (Reuters photo) 


Foot pain pesters Pippen plans 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Scouie 
* Pippen remains hampered by 
an injured left foot and wor¬ 
ries he might not be able to 
adequately prepare for the 
Chicago Bulls’ approaching 
National Basketball Associa¬ 
tion season. 

“My. foot is not healing," 
Pippen said. “I'm going to 
work in the next month to see 
if it’s going to show any 
progress because it hasn't 
shown any. 

“I'm still dealing with that 
and from that standpoint. I'm 
not able to get myself ready 
to go into next season as of 
now.” 

Pippen played through 
i June’s NBA finals in pain 
. after injuring his foot in the 
Eastern Conference finals 
against the Miami Heat. 

The two-time Olympic 
“Dream Team" forward and 
perennial NBA All-Star is 
likely playing his final sea¬ 
son with the Bulls. 

Pippen’s contract expires 
after next season and the 
club has said it will not pay 
him the huge raise he seeks. 

They failed in a bid to trade 
him, in part because Bulls’ 
management does not want | 
to break up a team that has 
produced two consecutive 
NBA crowns. 

But next season's three- 
peat bid is all but certain to 
he the last before the Bulls 
go into a talent shuffle. The 
team re-hired coach Phil 
Jackson for one season but 
told him it would be bis last. 


Contract talks with 
Michael Jordan have yet to 
start because his agents and 
club executives have been on 
vacation. 

Dennis Rodman, once 
thought expendable despite 
leading the NBA in rebound¬ 
ing, now is thought to be a 
likely choice to return for 
next season, although with a 
contract loaded with incen¬ 
tives that will mean a large 
money savings for the Bulls 
if Rodman is suspended 
often. 


Woodbridge and Woodforde 
close in on record 


PARIS (AFP) — Australians Todd Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde are now the third most successful doubles pair 
of all-time. 

Woodbridge and Woodforde beat their compatriots Mark 
Philippoussis and Pat Rafter 7-6 (8/6), 4-6, 6-4 in Sunday's 
final of the ATP Tour tournament in Cincinnati. Ohio, to 
seal their 45th career title. 

John McEnroe and Peter Renting of the United States 
hold the record for the most doubles titles — 57 — along 
with South African duo Bob Hewitt and Frew McMillan. 

Sunday's victory by “the Woodies” lifted them out of a 
tie for third place on the all-time list with Spaniards Sergio 
Casoi and Emilio Sanchez, who have 44 tournament wins. 

“A few years ago we really didn't think a recoid like that 
was attainable, but now we’ve kind of got it in our sights 
it’s something we can aim for" Woodbridge said. 

Woodbridge and Woodforde, who are the top seeds in the 
doubles this week, in Indianapolis, have a 45-S record in 
finals. 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor. Situated at Um Utheina quarter, near 
Amra Hotel. Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, 
salon, glassed veranda, kitchen, bathroom, 
telephone and garden. Annual rent: JD6,000. 

For more information please contact 
Abu Samir Tel. 649482, 5511068, 623725.- 


Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), Rest rooms, living 
room, spacious salon, big kitchen, garden with barbecue 
facility, parking 

Location: Tla'a Al Ali - Opposite Jordan University 
Hospital. 

For more information. Please call 
Tel. 842 229 between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

FULLY FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
telephone, alarm system, fireplace, parking, 6 
dunums with fruit trees and outside covered 
porch. 

Please call 847424 


A top 100 leading Saudi Company currently have the 
following immediate job opportunities:- 

- Interior Designers. 

- Landscaping Engineers. 

- Irrigation Engineers. 

- Sales Engineers - Contract Office Furniture. 
Candidates should have the following basic 
qualifications:- 

- BSc Engineering degree. 

- Excellent command of English & Arabic. 

- Minimum 3 years related work experience. 

Interested persons should fax/mail a full CV and recent 
photo to> 

AL MAKATEB CO., LTD., 

P.O.BOX 962188 
AMMAN - JORDAN 

Tel: 701595/Fax: 681195_ 


Pioneer 
of Arab 
sports dies 
at 90 


CAIRO (AFP) — A pio¬ 
neer of Egyptian and Arab 
sports. Ahmad Demardash 
Tuiii, died here Monday at 
the age of 90, the news 
agency MENA reported. 

Tuni was renowned for 
organising the first ever 
Mediterranean Games in 
Alexandria in 1951 and 
also set up the first Pan- 
Arab Games in the 
Mediterranean port city 
two years later. 

Tuni, a member of 
Egypt's Olympic Commit¬ 
tee, was a former national 
champion in gymnastics, 
diving and track and field 
events, MENA said. 

He held the Egyptian 
high jump record in 1929 
and was the undefeated 
title holder in gymnastics 
from 1926 until 1936. He 
also picked up awards in 
England in 1938 and 1939 
while he was a university 
student in Manchester. 


Seles returns to the 
winner’s circle 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Former World 
No. I Monica Seles captured her first title 
of 1997 here on Sunday, rallying from one- 
set down to beat Lindsay Davenport in the 
final of the S450.000 WTA Tour tourna¬ 
ment. 

Seles fought off a match point in the fOtfi 
game of the second set, crushing a forehand 
return off Davenport's second serve and 
going on to take the set and the match 5-7, 
7-5, 

A forehand return off another second 
serve gave Seles triple match point in the 
10th game of the final set. 

Davenport then knocked a forehand wide 
as Seles claimed the 39ih singles title of her 
career and her first since the 1996 Nichirei 
international. 

“To really pull it off feels great, 1 ' 1 said 
Seles, whose four runner-up finishes this 
year included the previous week's tourna¬ 
ment at San Diego. 

The 23-year-old Yugoslav-born American 
is still trying to get back to the pinnacle of 
women’s tennis in the wake of a 1993 stab¬ 
bing. 

Bur she has struggled with injuries and 
illness in her family since she returned to 
competition in 1995 — 27 months after she 
was stabbed during a tournament in Ger¬ 
many. 

She won the Australian Open in J 996 — 
adding it to the eight Grand Slam titles she 
claimed before the stabbing — but suffered 
a debilitating left shoulder injury in the 


process. 

The shoulder injury was followed by a 
knee problem and, earlier this year, a bro¬ 
ken finger. She has also been concerned 
about her father and coach Karolj. who is 
balding cancer. 

“I'm happy for her." Davenport said. 
"After everything she's been through, look 
at what a fighter she is. what a great cham¬ 
pion she is.” 

Davenport, who handed World No. 1 
Martina Hingis only her second defeat of 
the season in the semifinals on Saturday, 
said it was Seles* aggression that made the 
difference. 

Even after Seles dropped her serve ro trail 
2-3 in the third, she stayed aggressive, and 
finally Davenport gave her the opening she 
needed. 

Seles broke for 4-4, closed out her next 
service game with her 12th ace of the 
match, then broke Davenport to love for the 
championship. 

She said her comeback in the second set 
was “pure luck" but she was delighted with 
her performance in the third. 

"I fell 1 was really fighting throughout the 
match, even when 1 was down those 
breaks," she said. "For me the key is going 
to be consistency. 1 can feel I’ve been 
improving as the weeks go on. I’ve got a lot 
of hard work ahead of me but as Long as I 
love tennis it’s worth it." 


Sampras storms to 49th career win 


MASON, Ohio (AFP) — 
World No. i Pete Sampras 
levelled with Boris Becker 
for the winningest active 
player in tennis here Sunday, 
beating Austria’s Thomas 
Muster 6-3, 6-4 to win the 
$2.3 million ATP Champi¬ 
onship. 

The 70-minute triumph 
gave Sampras 49 career 
titles, the same as Ger¬ 
many's Becker, who won 
three titles in 19% but has 
none in an injury-plagued 
1997. 

The American improved to 
8-1 against fifth seed muster, 
who reached No. 1 in early 
19%. 

“I'm very pleased," said 
Sampras, who collected 
$337,000. 

“I’ve played so well all 
week. It was a great match. 
Thomas is such a tough 
competitor, I-had to be really 
focused. 1 had to play at a 
high level.” 

Sampras said he is confi¬ 
dent entering next week's 
event in Indianapolis and 


with the U.S. open starting 
in a fortnight. 

Sampras started well, 
breaking in the second game 
and serving to love for 3-0. 
Muster finally got untracked 
just 18 hours after winning a 
three-set struggle with 
Michael Chang to hold for 1- 
3. 

A Sampras drop shot 
moved the top seed into 4-1 
command in grim, overcast 
conditions but the 29-year- 
old Austrian got the break 
back with a full-swinging 
backhand pass for 3-4. 

The American returned the 
favour with a break of his 
own to move into set-win¬ 
ning position, 5-3. Sampras 
serve out the set in 33 min¬ 
utes with an ace after pro¬ 
ducing 17 winners to just 
three for the Austrian. 

The Austrian saved a break 
point, the result of a loose 
backhand, in the third game 
for 2-1. Sampras broke for 
4-3 as Muster netted a back¬ 
hand after conceding a point 
in the previous game in a 


display of sportsmanship. 

But Sampras broke again 
to reach 4-3. Three games 
later, he needed all three 
match point to take the win 
after Muster produced a 
return winner on the first and 
the American volleyed into 
the net on the second. 

Sampras served 11 aces 
without a double fault and 
won 82 per cent of his first- 
serve points. The American 
won three of five break point 
chances against Muster, who 
has won two titles this year 
on hardcouit. 

On current form, Sampras 
appears to be all but unbeat¬ 
able. 

“If I'm playing well, the 
game becomes pretty easy 
for me,” he said. “But if I’m 
not, that's when guys are 
going to beat me. Being No. 
1, when you have to come 
out and play. You feel the 
concentration is a little off. 

Muster lamented his 

marathon semifinal with 


Chang and wearing action 
earlier in the week. 

“He has not lost a march 
all week" Muster said. 
“They’ve not been easy but 
they were not so long. I had 
two lough matches. You feel 
that a little bit and you are 
not as sharp. I could have put 
a little more pressure on him 
during my service games." 

Sampras will be lop seed 
next week in Indianapolis, 
his usual tuneup before tak¬ 
ing a .week off prior to the 
start of ihe U.S. Open. 

“I haven't played a bad 
match in a couple of 
months,” he said: “I took 
time off after Wimbledon, 
which is exactly what I 
needed. It was a long layoff 
and you never know how 
you are going to play after¬ 
wards. 

"But 1 love coming back to 
the hardcourts. Things have 
clicked for me. I'm playing 
well and the other guys 
know it" 
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WITH OMAR SHAHF 
& TANNAH HfflSCH 


■ONE-HANDED* FINESSES 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
* 10 6 4 2 
O Void 
0 J 10 7 3 
AQ 65 32 


WEST 
*98 
579864 
0K654 
4> J109 


EAST 
* Q7 fi 3 
OQ7532 
0982 

*4 


SOUTH 

* AK J 
OAK J10 
OAQ 

* AK87 

Hie bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

4NT Pan SNT Paw 

SNT Pwa Paw Paw 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

We don't know who composed 
this band, but it is so unique we 
have been saving it far a suitable 
time. We can thin k of node better 
than the last band of the year. 

No bidding was given, but the 
above auction is reasonable. Four 
no trump partner to raise one 
level for every ace, king or queen 
held. Since a random jack in part¬ 
ner's hand, or length somewhere. 


might be more than enough for 12 
tricks. South bid the slam. 

The problem declarer faces >« 
that the club suit will probably 
block, giving declarer just one entry 
to dummy and only four tricks in 
Lhe suit, fiie solution is a delight. 

Win the king of clubs in hand 
nnrf , since both defenders followed, 
you are assured of at least four 
tricks in the suit without surren¬ 
dering a trick. Lead the queen of 
diamonds to the second trick. If a 
defender wins, the dub can be 
unblocked on the diamonds and] 
declarer scores five dubs, three dia¬ 
monds and two tricks in each 
major. Therefore, the queen of dia¬ 
monds must be allowed to win. 

Next, cash the ace of spades and 
continue with the jack, if a defend¬ 
er wins, you can cash the king of 
spades and later unblock the dubs 
on the ten of spades, making three 
spades, two hearts, two diamonds 
and five clubs. So the defenders 
must let you win the jack of spades. 
That's as good as taking two suc¬ 
cessful finesses! 

Now you continue with the ace, 
king and jack of hearts. Regardless 
of what the defenders do. you ore 
assured of three spades, three 
hearts, two diamonds and four 
dubs. Nothing to it! 





220 sq.m, building area with 220 sq.m, terrace area. 
Ciinsists of 3 hedrooms, 3 bathrooms, satellite, 
equipped kitchen, curtains, maid's room w ith 

Tel. 856054 


TO LET 



1. Furnished or unfurnished floors. Each 
with 4 bedrooms, spacious salons. 

2. Or the complete building fit as embassy 
or big companies or diplomatic mission. 

P4easS vaW:- 


NEW BUILDING FOR SALE AT 
UM UTHEINA 

New building of 8 compartments plus basement. Each 
consists of: 3 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, living room, 
kitchen, 3 toilets and veranda. Good as an embassy 
offices or residence. At Um Utheina, beside Bulgarian 
Embassy, behind Al Shmeisani Petrol Station, Al Moosel 
Street. 

Tel.: 689708 - Dar Al Ezz Co. 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe apartment (furnished or unfurnished). 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one is master), 3 bathrooms, 2 
salons, dining room, separate sitting room and laundry 
room. Annual rent. Location: Al. Gardens, behind Bahjat 
Gardens, Mohammed Al Sendi Street, Building No.1 
Please call Tel. 661856 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR rent: 

Deluxe furnished apartment Consists of 2 bedrooms, spacious salon, 
dining room, modem kitchen, 2 sunny terraces, intercom, porter, 
centra/ healing, telephone, sateflrte, colour 7V & video. Location; JahaJ 
Amman Third Circle near French Embassy. Quiet & safe residential 
area, no water problem. 

Calk 632755 (9 am-9 p.m.)669611 (5 -9 p.m.) 
N.B.: 1x3 bedrooms also available. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Young and dynamic travel company is looking for creative 
people to fill the following positions: 

1* Correspondence and Sales: Duties include 
corresponding with companies and established 
clients all over the world. Necessary qualifications 
are: Good command of written English, computer 
literacy, ability to deed with foreign companies from 
different countries and the RIGHT attitude. Females 
and expatriates residing permanently in Jordan will be 
given preference. 

2 m Customer Service & Airport Representative: 
Duties Include assisting clients at airports and 
interacting with tourists. Necessary qualifications 
are: Good command of SPOKEN English, willingness 
to wok at unconventional times and a HAPPY 
personality. 

If interested, please send your CV or 
a short write-up about yourself to: 

P.O. Box 840426 

Amman 11184 















































12 News 

Iraq calls on European Union 
to help remove trade sanctions 


MADRID (R) — Iraq's 
deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, in an interview 
published Monday, urged 
the European Union to put 
pressure on the United 
Nations to lift trade sanc¬ 
tions imposed after its inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait. 

"The issue that worries 
U.S. most is the lifting of 
the embargo...Europe must 
help U.S. lift the interna¬ 
tional embargo,” Mr. Aziz 
told Spanish newspaper El 
Pais. 

"We have always main¬ 
tained excellent relations 
with European countries 


and we want to resume 
them,” he added. 

European humanitarian 
aid commissioner E mma 
Bonino met Mr. Aziz in Iraq 
last week and told El Pais in 
another interview published 
Monday that, to gain 
Europe’s support, Iraq must 
eliminate its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

"Furthermore there are 
two very important factors 
for the EU: respect of 
human rights and the total 
cooperation with die U.N. 
in the application of its 
founding charter,” Ms. 
Bonino said. 


Ms. Bonino noted that 
incidents of torture and dis¬ 
appearances were still being 
reported in Iraq. 

The U.N. imposed strict 
trade sanctions on Iraq after 
its invasion of Kuwait, 
including a ban on exports 
of Iraq’s oil. 

However, since last 
December, the U.N. has 
allowed Baghdad to sell $2 
billion worth of oil to buy 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian goods to help 
offset the effects of the 
embargo on the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was 


5 years, 1,100 dead, Egypt alone is More 
winning against Islamist insurgency u.n. 


A7RTT AL AQBAT l API — 
Blood still stains die dusty 
walls in this gathering of 
mud-and-brick huts on the 
lonesome edge of the Nile 
Valley. The jagged holes 
etched by bullets remain, too. 

But die fear that burst forth 
last year after militants 
stormed Azbit A1 Iqbar and 
killed eight villagers in a 15- 
minute frenzy of gunfire and 
bloodshed has gone the way 
of Egypt's five-year insur¬ 
gency. It has ended — for 
now. 

Every afternoon, a blue 
armoured personnel carrier 
and two trucks with soldiers 
rumble past com and wheat 
fields and through the 
Christian village’s narrow 
streets. They guard its 3,000 
inhabitants and the single 
church to make sure the mas¬ 
sacre there was the last. 

"As long as the government 
is here, die village feels safe.” 
said Zahi Shehata, a watch- 
mar) toting an antique rifle. 

His village is not alone. 

Across the Arab World’s 
most populous country and 
Washington's main Arab ally, 
the government has brought 
quiet to the cities and coun¬ 
tryside in what is shaping up 
as a decisive victory over its 
Islamic opposition — both 
violent and otherwise. 

Activists who once seemed 
to have the upper hand are 
now in disarray, buckling 
under a relentless crackdown 
and riveted by internal dis¬ 
putes. Their demise has set 
Egypt apart from Arab coun¬ 
tries like Algeria, which is 
still reeling from its insur¬ 
gency. 

Now, with stability seem¬ 
ingly ensured, some are ask¬ 
ing: Is it time for authoritari¬ 
an Egygtffo consider the kind 
of ^Kpocratic reform that 
wdafcp^d the generations- 
oldTslamist current into the 
mainstream? 

“That is what is neatly lag¬ 
ging behind," said Saad 
Eddin Ibrahim, who heads a 
Cairo research centre. “If the 
government doesn't do it in 
time, then I expect the situa¬ 
tion to get far worse." 

Egypt's death toll has been 
more than 1.100 police, mili¬ 


tants and civilians. 
Thousands have been arrest¬ 
ed, and hundreds of milli ons 
of dollars in crucial tourism 
revenue have been lost 

At their height, militants 
assassinated the parliament 
speaker and tried to kill the 
prime minister, information 
minister and interior minister. 
President Hosni Mubarak 
himself was targeted in 1995 
as his motorcade travelled 
through Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

Across Egypt, the militan ts 
bombed banks, attacked 
buses and trains carrying 
tourists and fought almost 
daily gun battles with securi¬ 
ty forces, particularly in the 
impoverished south. For a 
time, the militants even ran 
large swaths of Cairo’s most 
crowded neighbourhood, 
meting out justice and pro¬ 
viding for the poor 

Like Islamist militants else¬ 
where, their goal was to top¬ 
ple the largely secular regime 
and usher in a state governed 
by Islamic law. 

Then, many feared that 
Egypt was on the bloody road 
to becoming another Algeria, 
where 60,000 people have 
been killed in the past five 
years. With a hint of despera¬ 
tion, the government fought 
back with a ferocious blend 
of repression and intimida¬ 
tion that used much of 
Egypt's mammoth bureau¬ 
cracy. 

The education ministry 
purged teachers suspected of 
bringing a religious agenda to 
Egypt’s 16,000 schools. 
Education Minister Hussein 
Kamal Baha boasted that he 
had dismissed 1,000 teachers 
and was ready to do the same 
to 10,000 more. 

A similar campaign was 
carried out against Egypt’s 
55.000 private mosques, once 
a vigorous source of support 
for Isl amis t activists, from 
militants to the non-violent 
followers of the Muslim 
Brotherhood (MB). By 2000, 
the government declared, it 
would take control of every 
single mosque in Egypt 

Already, the government 
has licensed preachers in 
10,000 mosques, Religious 


Affairs Minister Hamdi 
Zakzouk said. 

More devastating, though, 
was the brutal crackdown in 
southern Egypt, where secu¬ 
rity forces bulldozed houses, 
clamped curfews on restive 
villages and detained thou¬ 
sands. Human rights groups 
say interrogators often resort¬ 
ed to torture to wrest confes¬ 
sions from members of 
organisations like Holy War 
and Islamic Group. 

Today, in villages like Azbit 
A1 Iqbal, where verdant fields 
are dissected by mud barriers 
and canals fed by die Nile, 
only sporadic violence 
erupts. Just 67 people have 
died in clashes so far this 
year, compared with the 167 
killed all of last year or the 
360 who died in 1995, the 
bloodiest year of the insur¬ 
gency. 

Spirts are emerging within 
the militan ts' ranks, as well. 

At a military trial earlier 
this month, a defendant recit¬ 
ed a dramatic call from 
imprisoned leaders of the 
Islamic Group and Holy War 
"to stop military operations 
inside and outside the coun¬ 
try and to stop issuing state¬ 
ments inciting military opera¬ 
tions.” 

That call prompted vigor¬ 
ous denials from the leader¬ 
ship abroad. Through Arabic 
newspapers, they have insist¬ 
ed the declaration was a fake 
and that attacks would, in 
fact, continue. 

Whatever the case, many 
analysts believe the declara¬ 
tion is the latest sign that the 
militants are weaker than at 
any time since the insurgency 
began in full force in 1992. 

"They are under siege,” 
said Hisham Mubarak, a 
leading Egyptian human 
rights activist “Many of then- 
members are either in prison 
or they have fled or they have 
been killed.'' 

Prison is home, too, to the 
most respected and dynamic 
leaders of the non-violent 
MB, the flip side of Egypt's 
Islamic opposition. The 
group once commanded 
enough prestige to warrant a 
visit by American diplomats 
to its downtown office. 


weapons 
inspectors 
arrive in 
Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
team of U.N. experts in 
ballistic missiles arrived 
in the Iraqi capital 
Monday, joining inspec¬ 
tors in germ warfare, a 
U.N. official said. 

Jo Lomas of the 
Baghdad monitoring cen¬ 
tre of the U.N. special 
commission (UNSCOM) 
tasked with disarming 
post-war Iraq said the 
new mission was led by 
Charles Besancon from 
theU.S. 

It was second team of 
U.N. arms inspectors to 
arrive in Iraq since 
Sunday. A team of 
experts in biological 
weapons, on a five-day 
mission, is also led by an 
American, Dick SpertzeL 

No incidents have been 
reported between Iraq 
and UNSCOM since 
Richard Butler took over 
from Rolf Ekeus, a hate 
figure in Baghdad, as 
chairman of the arms 
commission on July 1. 

The previous month,. 
the U.N. Security 
Council threatened new 
sanctions against Iraq 
after it blocked inspec¬ 
tions of several sites on 
the grounds they would 
violate its sovereignty 
and damage state securi¬ 
ty- 

Iraq has been under 
U.N. sanctions since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

An oil embargo can 
only be lifted after 
UNSCOM confirms it 
has eliminated Iraq's bio¬ 
logical, chemical and 
nuclear weapons pro¬ 
grammes and its missiles 
with a range of more than 
150 kilometres. 


Israeli-Arabs visit refugee camp 
in Syria, call for return of Golan 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
delegation of 42 Israeli- 
Arabs. including mem¬ 
bers of Israel's parlia¬ 
ment, visited Syria's 
biggest Palestinian 
refugee camp Sunday, 
urging an end to policies 
they say have wrecked 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

The delegation, which 
arrived Friday, was invit¬ 
ed by Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad. During 
the trip, some of its mem¬ 
bers have criticised the 
policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and supported 
Syria's call for a return of 
the Golan Heights. 

“The Netanyahu gov¬ 
ernment is very bad,” said 
Ibrahim Nimr Hussein, 
mayor of Shfaram and 
head of the delegation. 
"Unless this government 
changes its mind, peace is 
not obtainable.” € 

The delegation travelled 
Sunday to the Yarraouk 
refugee camp outside 
Damascus. There, mem¬ 
bers of the delegation 


placed a wreath on a 
tomb for Palestinians 
killed in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Nearly 350,000 

Palestinians live in Syria. 

“Any solution that does 
not take into account the 
right of our people to an 
independent state is 
doomed to failure.” said 
Samih AJ Qassem, a 
renowned poet and mem¬ 
ber of the delegation. 

The delegation, which 
also includes heads of 
local Arab councils and 
journalists, is supposed to 
meet Mr. Assad on 
Wednesday. 

Israeli-Syrian talks 
broke down in early 1996 
after Syria refused to con¬ 
demn a series of suicide 
attacks in Israel. They 
have shown little sign of 
resuming under Mr. 
Netanyahu's government, 
who opposes withdraw¬ 
ing from the Golan 
Heights, which Israel 
captured in 1967. 



POET LIFTED: Israeli-Arab poet Samih AJ Qaseem 
is hoisted by Palestinian residents of the A1 
Yarmottk camp near Damascus Friday (Reuters 
photo) 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, August 12 
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unhappy with the “food for 
oil” programme. “More 
than 150 contracts for food 
purchases are still semi- 
paralysed in New York due 
to the position of the North 
American delegation,” he 
said. 

Mr. Aziz criticised the 
U.S. and British delegations 
for what he described as 
interference and obstruction 
of efforts to lift sanctions. 
“The problem is that two 
nations, the U.S. and U.K., 
benefit from the blockade. 
Lifting it would damage 
them,” he said 
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TAKING CARE OF BABY: A female King penguin Monday protects her 
chick, one of four just hatched at the Edinburgh Zoo, where recent years 
have seen a decline in the numbers of King penguin births (AFP photo) 

Italian tourist enjoyed 
kidnapping in Yemen 

‘Too bad it is not possible 
to organise holidays like this’ 


ROME <R) — Getting 
kidnapped in Yemen is a 
wonderful experience, 
according to an Italian 
tourist who was held cap¬ 
tive by tribesmen there 
last week. 

“Too bad it's not possi¬ 
ble to organise holidays 
like this, because it was 
fantastic," said Giorgio 
Bonanomi who was 
released Sunday night 
after five days as a 
hostage. 

He said his kidnappers 
had treated him well, 
feeding him lamb and 
exotic fruits and allowing 
him to wash. 

“They treated me very 
well, always leaving me 
the best things to eat,” 
said Mr. Bonanomi, 49. 
who was abducted while 
on holiday with his girl¬ 


friend and five others 
near Yemen’s capital 
Sanaa. 

He said the tribesmen 
let him write letters 
which they delivered to 
his girlfriend in Sanaa. 

*‘I am perfectly fine. I 
was never afraid for a 
moment, and it was a very 
interesting experience” 
Mr. Bonanomi, who is 
still in Yemen, told the 
Italian news agency 
ANSA. 

“We have another seven 
days here and 1 certainly 
don't want to miss them. 
Yemen is a beautiful 
country and all in all I 
was a guest, even if an 
enforced one, of very 
interesting people.” 

Mr. Bonanomi was cap¬ 
tured on Wednesday and 
taken to Radaa in AJ 


Baidha province, 150 
kilometres southeast of 
the capital. 

His abduction occurred 
less than two weeks after 
local tribesmen kid¬ 
napped two other Italians 
and held them hostage for 
a day. 

Kidnapping is a com¬ 
mon tactic by tribes hold¬ 
ing grievances against the 
government or foreign oil 
firms operating in Yemen, 
one of. the Arab world's 
poorest countries. 

Tribesmen have tried to 
use hostages — including 
French and U.S. diplo¬ 
mats and a Saudi ambas¬ 
sador — as barg ainin g 
chips in land and water 
disputes. 

All hostages have so far 
been released unharmed. 


Over 4,500 units are built 
in West Bank settlements 

‘There is enough housing to increase 
the number of settlers by 25 per cent’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel is building 
more than 4,500 new units 
in West Bank settlements 
even though some 3.200 
units already built remain 
empty, the Israeli anti-set¬ 
tlement movement Peace 
Now reported Monday. 

“If you add together the 
finished homes and those 
under construction, there is 
enough housing to increase 
the number of settlers by 
35,000, a 25 per cent 
increase,” said Mossi Raz, 
head of Peace Now. 

Mr. Raz told Ageuce 
France Presse that mem¬ 
bers of his group toured 
126 of the 140 West Bank 
settlements on Sunday and 
found that 4.5S6 housing 
units were being built and 
at least 3,200 existing 
homes were empty. 

Most of the empty hous¬ 
ing was in small settle¬ 
ments located deep inside 


the West Bank, while the 
majority of building was 
going on in Jewish commu¬ 
nities located close to 
Israeli territory, primarily 
“in the Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv regions, he said. 

Virtually all the building 
is privately financed and 
thus does’not figure in offi¬ 
cial statistics about settie- 
•ment expansion under the 
government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Mr. Raz estimated the 
increase in the number of 
settlers in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since the 
start of the year at 7.000- 
8,000, bringing the total to 
some 158,000. 

He attributed the move 
into settlements in large 
part to government subsi¬ 
dies. 

“In some cases the same 
apartment or villa can cost 
two to three times less in a 


settlement that inside 
Israel ” he said. 

A year ago Mr. 
Netanyahu lifted a four- 
year-old freeze on most 
settlement construction 
which was imposed by 
Israel's previous Labour 
government to facilitate 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

The resumption of settle¬ 
ment building in areas 
where Palestinians hope to 
create their own state — 
including the launch of a 
6,500-unit' Jewish settle¬ 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem — sparked- the 
collapse of peace negotia¬ 
tions and violent protests in 
March. 

Peace Now released its 
latest figures as U.S. spe¬ 
cial Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross launched a 
new bid to revive Israel i- 
Palestinian negotiations. 



Intimate photos - 

show Diana M 

romance for real i 

LONDON (R) _ BriU* 
nwspapas pronounced fa O'-'v^nber 

Pnncess Diana had finajjy -_ 

found love with, hazy ph^ -- 

tographs showing her locked t 

in a passionate embrace atf , s ip^ n _ 

talk of a winter wedding. The ■ labour*-* 

man captured kissing ant 1 

hugginTD^T 8 ^ “ ... , Af p. - 

Fayed, 41-year-old son , .S. urcr 

Harrods department store ;V" ,r ‘ 
boss Mohammad A1 Fayed, 
during a “secret” enrise in ;.V' J r 
the Mediterranean the couple 1,1 • "sv" 
enjoyed this month aboard v ""\- 

his Egyptian father's luxmy I-*-* 1 ' 1 

y***- . 

Fujimori is a chronic }, ^ 
liar but was bom in |'• ( j j 
Peru — ex-wife ■ 

LIMA (AFP) — Albena 'j 
Fujimori became a chronic ..... ■-* 
liar soon after taking office as ^ M .:_ 

Peru’s president, ex-wife and ,jr '/ 

former first lady Susana ^ 

Higuchi told a newspaper .U-'-.'v 

here in a rare interview oo Cl i \" ”7^’ 

her former husband. It was - fccri* - rP '-' J ,‘ ^ 
this lying and his penchant' 
for what Higuchi calls fiir P-C-^ y' 
“mythomania" that pushed “ r ' F- 

her to leave the Peruvian '!■£? (■ - | 

president She said, howevei; Jrj { 

that contrary to a magazine’s i c ..i•.;■ ■■■ ; ::i ! ! 

claims that Fajimori was j 

bom in Japan and therefore ; v •• - > I 

ineligible for the presidency, K" i 

the president was j 

bom in Peru on July 28,1938 '■ .. 0 nc j 

as his birth certificate states. j 
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Handover pigeon ^ h ,, mhin „ j 

reaches north m J 

China in 35 days \z' x ^ FK : ' rJ j 

HONG KONG (R) — One ... j 

of 10,000 Chinese homing ^ --:r ■ ^ ^ i 
pigeons let loose in Hong ■ r I 

Kong to celebrate its July 1 _\ [ 

handover from Britain to ) 

China arrived home in thefar i ; r ... i; ; j 
northeast of the country after ^ : 1 

a marathon 35 days on the ^ r . r; . j ■ 

wing. The bird should have VvH■ ’ 
taken a week to caver tite '.’‘ ‘.‘Jj ... - ; : 

3,000 km journey but it tod I ‘ 

five times longer and got 7,,^.*_ '! ' i : 
home to tbe city of Harbin ■ « 

just last Monday, the South . .. I : 

ChimMorrtingPostnewspa- ^ j : 

per said. ^'. . . . , 


vUmber 6 ^ 
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Amateurs say they : " • 
have due to ancient 5^^ x 
Egyptian treasure W 

LONDON (AFP) — Two ';.';,'.;. 1 

British amateur archaedo- : .J ' 

gists believe they know . V., 1' ' 

where to find a legendary ajl .“J.. Tm 

granite and gold atdtiw 

which set out the history of 

the world for tbe Pharaohs, 

London's Sunday Tnnfis u nile 

reported Publisher Nigel ijujrjo 
Appleby, 33, and British 
Telecom worker Adam Quid ^ d ^.' 

have been given permission 
to probe the north Face of ' 1 1 1 '’ ■ \ F p — 
Cheops pyramid by the M'tt'.; i,. rvC% 
Egyptian authorities. ei-.hr Irjnl- 

Appleby claims to have to- v hi. in^J 
ken a secret code tn ancient ; Kiuwr;. 

Egyptian texts, which gives L ( wcn-.i n.; :iI !. rv 
the location of the archive in I; j 

relation to the stars. ^ '* 

■ ■'•Hii -iii ~y.. i> ' 

Windsors’ treasures ,. r , h \]' 
go on show * \ 

ahead of US. sale ere 

-j 1 

LONDON (R) — Treasures. ^ K u 
from the French hideaway y: i L,.,; 
hor of the Duke and ^ 

Dt ■ of Windsor went oo lL ''' ji; j,^ 
vi- • .i Britain ahead of a J'" ! 

“Ro>.d Sale of the Century" ^ Ir^n Ja '., v ’ 1 J ‘ 
to be held in New Yotk next j 1 | r<!:i . * 1 ,L n 

month. The highlight is the ^ 
mahogany desk at which the h ^ 
Duke, as King Edward VIIL M 
signed the instruction of : -ne 

aixiication in 1936, giving up |IJ V U|i j , y -’ cen 
the British throne to marry cnr Uury 

American divorcee Wallis 
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Police rescue German 
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couple caught in 
handcuffs 

COLOGNE (R) — Police 
Cologne were called in for a 'IP. __ 
delicate Jate-nigbt resale■,>, 'v "-inn ;ti ; 

operation to fiee two young- g i J . j,, 
lovers handcufiedtogeirf® y ' u \ 

bed, the newspaper Bild Afflw h v.'n m , n ;J f 
Sonntag reported A 30;y^‘- % " ‘i’ 1 n. u 
old Cologne man and his 25* Hc j y "j 1 - 1 : 

ywHjld girlfriend c 

naked and ted put handcu^ ; *1Inn^ 11) ‘‘ 1 ( -'n 
on when the key broke . j , 

the lock jammed. ThjlSc., . b - the 
embarrassed couple called, \fi er a p u ^_ 
the police. ‘The officers cur *n ^ C£r . 
the handcuffs with a bolt fuahj; ’l'' , i’-es. 
ter and then left quietly.” lhe c^ e . 

newspaper said. J asi Wax 
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